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Dear sisters and brothers 
We are at that moment in the Church year when 
we celebrate the amazing news of Easter. 
 

This is the time when we remember God’s salvation 
plan which was promised right from the beginning – 
that God would send a Saviour to rescue us. 
 

That’s amazing enough in itself, but even more 
amazing is that God didn’t send just anyone – he 
sent himself, in his Son to live, die and rise again for 
us so that we can know forgiveness and wholeness 
and enjoy a relationship with him, how he always 
intended it to be. 
 
That is Good News! 
 
In a Graham Kendrick song, he poses the question ‘How much do you think you are 
worth?’  The answer for Jesus was that we were worth everything – it cost him his life. 
He died in our place, for our wrongdoing and selfishness so that we can be forgiven 
and be restored into relationship with God.  
 

More than that, he rose again to show the power of God to defeat death and to offer 
us eternal life – which starts now and continues after our physical death. 
 
So what difference does the death and resurrection of Jesus make for us? 
 
If we truly believe that Jesus died for us, then we have a new beginning – the old is 
wiped away -we are new creation. We are forgiven, the past no longer has hold on us 
– we can live each day in the knowledge that God loves us and even though we mess 
up, each time we say sorry we can start again. He has died for all our failures and 
hurts; our past does not define us – we live as a child of God. It doesn’t mean we 
won’t have to face difficulties or deal with the results of our actions, but it does mean 
we don’t do it on our own - God is there with us every step of the way. 
 

If we truly believe that Jesus rose again, that he has defeated the power of sin and 
death itself, then we have a new way of living. We are part of God’s eternal kingdom. 
We are known and loved by the almighty God and nothing will be able to separate us 
from his love and presence. We have a sure and certain hope, not only for this life but 
for eternity. 



So, let us live this new life in Christ - life as God always intended – in relationship with 
him, knowing his peace, his presence, his joy and his unending love. 
 

ALLELUIA - JESUS IS ALIVE!!! 
 
‘For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life.’           (John 3:16) 
 

With love and prayers. 
Revd Sue Finch, Assistant Curate 
 
 

Church Annual Meetings 
 

The Meeting of Parishioners and the Annual Parochial Church Meeting will take place 
in church on Monday 23rd April at 8pm.  
 

All members of St Mary’s church are invited to come along and learn more about the 
business of the church and the exciting ministries that are being undertaken by so 
many committed people.  
 

At the annual meetings we will be electing: 
2 churchwardens  
2 deputy wardens,  
3 PCC members  
1 Deanery synod member.  
 

If you would like to stand or would like to know more about any of these posts,  
please speak to one of the current wardens or a member of the clergy. 
 

Data Protection (GDPR) 
 
 

At the end of May, the law changes regarding the collection and holding of personal 
data. Like all churches St. Mary’s is required to comply with the new legislation.  
A letter explaining the changes and a consent form are now at the back of church in 
order to collect church members’ contact information in the appropriate manner.  
 

If you haven’t completed a form, please do so as soon as possible. 
 

If you have any questions about these changes please speak to the rector,  
Kay Pountney or Jacqui Pavey. 
 

Admission of Children to Communion 
 

We will be holding a service for admission of children to Communion during next term.   

Children can be admitted to Communion from age 7 upwards.   
 

The expectation is that they will normally have been baptised beforehand; if they have 
not been, we would look to arrange their baptism sometime in the next few months.   
There will be a short course for the children to take part in that will help to prepare 
them to receive Communion.   
 

If you feel that this is a step that your child would like to take, and that they are ready 
to do so, please speak to either Philip or Sue.  



Mission Focus: 2018 Bishop’s Lent Appeal 
 

Roger Matthews will be speaking about this appeal and situation in Marsabit in the 
10am service on 8th April. 
 
From Bishop Stephen: 
“Join with us this year as we raise vital money to 
support our link Diocese of Marsabit.  
They have asked us to join with them in raising money 
for a water bowser to be used during drought.” 
 

 
LATEST NEWS - OFFICIALS HAVE NOW ISSUED A DROUGHT WARNING IN MARSABIT 
 
The Diocese of Marsabit has been led by Bishop Daniel Qampicha since 2016.  
He leads a diocese that is the size of England, with a population half that of Essex, and 
that is amongst the poorest in Kenya.  
He was able to visit our Diocese in 2017 and spend time in a number of parishes. 
 

He writes:  
“Water is essential for life, health and human dignity. In extreme situations, there may 
not be sufficient water available to meet basic needs, and in these cases supplying a 
survival level of safe drinking water is of critical importance. In most cases, the main 
health problems are caused by poor hygiene due to insufficient water and by the 
consumption of contaminated water. Over the last five years, pastoralist’s 
communities have faced water deficiencies, attributed mainly to below normal 
rainfall. This has forced households to walk for between 30km and 40km in search of 
water for domestic use as well as for livestock. 
 

Emergency water trucking to drought affected populations, in Northern Kenya, has 
become an important intervention as rainfall patterns in these areas have become 
increasingly unpredictable. It is expensive and is the only coping mechanism in times 
of water scarcity, and inflation in the price of water. 
 

Water trucking should be a last resort option for emergency provision of water in 
drought. All potential activities should be analysed in relation to the seasonal calendar 
to determine the appropriate beginning and end times of common emergency 
interventions such as water trucking.  
 

In order to meet the above needs, the diocese will need a water bowser to be used in 
such emergencies. Availability of the truck will improve sustainable access to sufficient 
quantity of water for drinking, cooking, personal and domestic hygiene. The water will 
be sold at an affordable rate so that a contingency is built for future emergencies.” 
 

Full details about this appeal can be found in the Welcome Corner with information of 
how to donate etc. 
 
Please give as generously as you can. Thank you. 
 
 



Interested in Mission? 
 

The Mission Committee seeks to promote and co-ordinate St. 
Mary’s partnership with a wide range of mission agencies both at 
home and abroad.  
 

The committee meets three or four times a year and its work 
include arranging the Sunday mission focus spots and 
recommendations for the allocation of mission grants to the PCC.  
Several members of the committee who have served faithfully 
over the last few years will be stepping down in the coming 
months and we are very grateful for all the time and energy they have given to this 
important work.  
 

If you would like to find out more about the committee and may be interested in 
serving, then please speak to the Rector or Mike Lane.  
 
 

Forthcoming Dates for your Diary 
 
 

Sunday 6th May – 4.00pm Songs of Praise Service – led by Café Club and Coffee Pot. 
 
Saturday 16th June – 2.00pm MAC Strawberry Tea in Church    
 
Saturday 23rd June – 9.00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast in Church 
 

 

Tiny Church 
 

Tiny Church happens on the second Thursday each month in St Mary’s Centre 
between 1.45pm and 2.45pm and is aimed at preschool children and their families. 
We have mums, grandparents, nannies and friends all bringing the children along and 
it is wonderful to be able to help families worship God in a simple way which is 
accessible to them. 
 

There are usually 10-12 children plus adults and our fantastic Tiny Church Team and 
the session has a great feel to it. We are told the children love it, talk about it and are 
keen to come – and we love seeing them and helping them on their faith journey. If 
you have preschool children and would like to come, you will be most welcome – just 
turn up – you will receive a very warm welcome.  
 
Our next session is Thursday 12th April. 
 

 
SUMMER TERM DATES 2018:  
THURSDAYS: 12th April, 10th May, 14th June, 12th July. 
 

If you want to know more then please speak to: Sue Finch (473143) or Kirsty Houghton 
(475724). We look forward to seeing you there  
 
 
 



 

Team GB at the Races 
 

Sunday 13th May is the annual Great Baddow Charity Races, starting and finishing at 
the Rec. The main race begins at 11am, but there’s lots going on beforehand.  
Last year, we got a small group together to help set up our ‘Great Baddow Churches’ 
gazebo & banner and to be around to chat and hand out chocolates before and after 
the race. It was such a good opportunity for us to be a visible church presence down at 
the races. I’ve chatted to one couple recently who, almost a year later, recalled our 
kindness and conversation.  
 
If you’re up for joining me again this year, then I’d love to hear your ideas as to how 
we can make our presence even more a part of 
the morning’s pre- & post-race gathering. We 
simply want to bless people and hand out 
information about our three churches.  
 
If you can’t make it along that morning, do pray 
that in being down at the races - or even taking 
part - our witness as a Benefice Team will 
continue to make a real difference across our 
village.  
Phil Sheldrake 01245 269026 or revphilsheldrake@gmail.com 
 
Alternatively, please write your contact details down on the sign-up list at the back of 
church. 
 
 

‘Showstoppers’ Holiday Club 2018 
  

Holiday Club 2018 will be Sunday 29th July - Sunday 5th 
August and we have an exciting theme planned. 
Putting this fun filled week into action takes a huge 
number of volunteers but many hands make light 
work and it is always full of laughter and lovely 
moments.  
 

We still need more volunteers to help during the 
holiday club week, Tuesday 31st to Friday 3rd.  
 
If you are interested in helping with Holiday club, 
please contact Elizabeth Podd at: 
elizabethpodd@aol.com by Sunday 29th April. 
 

Without your help, we won’t be able to run Holiday 
Club this year  

and many children will be very disappointed. 
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Church Diary for April  
 

   Sunday 1st April – EASTER SUNDAY 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Family Holy Communion 
  NO EVENING SERVICE 
Tuesday 3rd  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 7.45pm SHAPE course at Glenn & Sue’s 
Wednesday 4th    8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
Thursday 5th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Café Club in Church 
  NO CHURCH OPEN 
 1.30pm Funeral of Jonathan Lodge in Church 
Friday 6th     11:00am 24/7 Prayer Space with Church Open 
 7.00pm Bellringing in Church 
Sunday 8th April – The Second Sunday of Easter 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Family Morning Praise 
 6:30pm Meditative Holy Communion  
Monday 9th    8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 10th   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 7.45pm SHAPE Course at Glenn & Sue’s 
Wednesday 11th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
Thursday 12th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
 1.45pm Tiny Church in Church Centre 
 7.00pm Wedding Rehearsal in Church 
Friday 13th  11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 7.00pm Bellringing in Church 
Saturday 14th 10.00am Baptism Preparation in Church 
 2.30pm Wedding of Mark Hodgson & Cassandra Hawkins 
Sunday 15th April – The Third Sunday of Easter 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Holy Communion & Powerhouse 
 6.30pm Encounter… 

 
 



Monday 16th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.00am Bibles & Babies group in Bell St Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 17th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 7.30pm Book Club in Church 
 7.30pm St Mary’s Playschool PSA meeting in Bell St Hall 
Wednesday 18th   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 7.45pm Crossfire meet at Ben & Nicki’s 
Thursday 19th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Café Club in Church 
 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
Friday 20th  11.30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
 7.45pm Choir Practice in Church 
Sunday 22nd April – The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Family Service 
 6.30pm Encounter…with Holy Communion 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 
Monday 23rd   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am MAC pack in Bell St Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
 8.00pm Meeting of Parishioners & AGM in Church 
Tuesday 24th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 25th   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 7.45pm Crossfire meet at Ben & Nicki’s 
Thursday 26th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11.30am Church Open until 2.00pm 
Friday 27th  11.30am Church Open until 2.00pm 
Saturday 28th 9.30am Community Care AGM in Bell St Hall 
Sunday 29th April – The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am All-age service with baptism 
 6.30pm Meditative Holy Communion  
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 
Monday 30th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.00am Bibles & Babies group in Bell St Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 



The Royal Maundy  
 
Harry Marsh, one of four recipients from our Diocese, received 
Maundy Money from the Queen at St. George’s Chapel, Windsor 
on Maundy Thursday. 
 
The Royal Maundy is an ancient ceremony, inspired by The Bible. 
On the day before Good Friday, Jesus washed the feet of his 
disciples and commanded them to ‘Love one another’. By the 
thirteenth century the Royal Family was taking part in similar 
ceremonies. By washing the feet of the poor and giving money 
and gifts, they were showing humility and compassion. 
 
 
When Henry IV became king, he introduced a new tradition, deciding to give the same 
number of gifts as his age. So, for instance, when the monarch was forty, he gave forty 
of his subjects Maundy gifts. It became the custom for the sovereign to perform the 
ceremony, and the event became known as the Royal Maundy. 
 
The origins of Maundy money 
The first Maundy money ceremony took place in the reign of Charles II, when the king 
gave people undated hammered coins in 1662. The coins were a four penny, three 
penny, two penny and one penny piece. By 1670 the king started giving out a dated 
set of all four coins. 
The tradition of the king or queen washing the feet of the poor faded out in the 
eighteenth century, but the monarch still gave people food and clothing. By the 
nineteenth century the tradition had changed again, and the monarch simply gave 
people the Maundy money. 
 
Today’s recipients of Royal Maundy are elderly men and women, chosen because of 
the Christian service they have given to the Church and the community.  
The ceremony takes place every Maundy Thursday. There are as many recipients as 
there are years in the sovereign’s age.  
At the ceremony, the monarch hands each recipient two small leather string purses.  
A red purse contains ordinary coins, while a white one contains silver Maundy coins, 
amounting to the same number of pence as the years of the sovereign’s age. 
 
 
 

The Church Office 
Hours of Opening:  
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday:    9:30am to 12:30pm, 1:45pm to 3:00pm 
Wednesday & Friday           9:30am to 12:30pm                         
Tuesday evenings                   7:00pm to 8:00pm  

        (wedding enquiries by appointment only)      01245 477501 
Email: stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com         Website: www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk 
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