
Inspire 
 

 
 July 2018 
 

Dear sisters and brothers, 
 
It was the first Sunday service after my ordination and I 
processed to the front of the church in Chadwell St. Mary 
behind the choir and Rector. As I passed a row near the front a 
small elderly lady asked in a loud voice ‘Who’s that?’. The 
person next to her said ‘That’s our new curate.’ ‘Really!’ came 
the reply ‘Is he trained’? On 28th June I celebrate the 30th 
anniversary of my ordination as a priest and I can honestly say I 
am still in training both as a disciple of Jesus and as a minister 
in his Church.  
 
During my ministry, following my curacy in Chadwell, I’ve served as curate-in-charge of 
a church plant in Waltham Abbey, Team Rector on the Becontree Estate in Barking and 
Dagenham and diocesan officer with responsible for lay education and training before 
coming to Great Baddow. In each place I’ve been privileged to meet so many people 
who have taught me what it means to be a follower of Jesus and a minister serving His 
people and I am grateful for all that I have received and learned during that time. 
Every time I think I may be getting on top of the job there is something that comes 
along to remind me that I’m still in training and that’s how it should be, for we are all 
works in progress seeking to grow ‘until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of 
Christ’. Ephesians 4:13. 
 
This autumn from September to November I am going to be on Extended Study Leave. 
This ESL is something the bishop encourages each clergy person to do about every ten 
years; to give space and time to continue to reflect, learn and grow both personally 
and for the benefit of the wider church. As part of my ESL I will be spending about a 
month in Kenya, based mainly at St. Andrew’s theological college where I will be doing 
some teaching and at St. Thomas’ Cathedral Kerugoya, where I hope to learn more 
about mission and ministry in a culture very different from our own and strengthen 
our partnership. I do this confident that St. Mary’s and the wider team is in the good 
hands of my clergy colleagues and the great team of gifted lay people in our church. I 
would value your prayers for Kate, Kristin, Daniel and myself during this time and 
assure you of my prayers for you all throughout my ESL. 
 
With love and prayers 
Philip, Team Rector 
 
 



 
 

Mission Focus: Summer Camps  
 

Over the years many of our young people have enjoyed Christian Activity camps, 
which has given them opportunity to explore and grow in their faith in a safe 
environment and make new friends. In addition, many of our congregation have 
served as leaders and helpers on these camps.  
This year is no different - members of our Church are involved in Falcon Camp and the 
West Runton camps - Kart Camp, Basecamp and Dolphin Launchpad  
 

We would value your prayers, in particular for safety; that each child will feel welcome 
and accepted and that all will grow in faith as they hear the good news of Jesus  
 

Mission Committee 

 

Several members of the Mission Committee will be stepping down this summer having 
served for several years and we are very grateful to Mike Lane (who has chaired and 
been secretary since the mid-2000s), Helen Willis, Philip Lowe and Ruth Turner for all 
they have done in promoting the work of mission at St. Mary’s. If you have a passion 
for mission and would like to serve on the committee or find out what is involved, 
then please speak to a member of the clergy. 
 

Installation and Welcome of The Ven John Perumbalath 
 

The Ven John Perumbalath is being installed and welcomed as the next Bishop of 
Bradwell at 3.30pm on Sunday 22nd July at Chelmsford Cathedral.  
 

All are welcome to attend so please do sign up by 15th July on the Cathedral website 
for seating and catering purposes: www.chelmsfordcathedral.org.uk 
 

On the cathedral website, go to the tab at the top ‘CATHEDRAL’ and then scroll down 
to the tab ‘BOOK EVENTS’ where a sign-up form can be found in the second paragraph 
where in blue font it says click ‘here’ to complete a very short form.  
 

Please contact Clare Broome directly on clare.broome@chelmsfordcathedral.org.uk or 
telephone 01245 294498 for any other information or if you have difficulty accessing 
the sign-up form. 
 
 

Little2BigVoices Summer Concert 

 

Saturday 14th July 3.00pm 
 at St Mary’s Church 

 

A summer concert organised by Jane Parker supporting:  
  

 Mid Africa Concern (MAC)  
 Pompe (an autosomal recessive metabolic disorder which damages muscle and nerve 

cells throughout the body) 
 

Tickets:  Adults £6, £5 children up to 16.  To book:  Jane: 07952 610223  
Website:  www.little2bigvoices.com, the Church Office or on the door. 
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Tiny Church 
 

Tiny Church happens on the second Thursday each month in St Mary’s Centre 
between 1.45pm and 2.45pm and is aimed at preschool children and their families. 
We have mums, grandparents, nannies and friends all bringing the children along and 
it is wonderful to be able to help families worship God in a simple way which is 
accessible to them. 
 

If you have preschool children and would like to come, you will be most welcome – 
just turn up – you will receive a very warm welcome.  
 

Our LAST SUMMER TERM DATE 2018 will be THURSDAY: 12th July. 
 

If you want to know more then please speak to: Sue Finch (473143) or Kirsty Houghton 
(475724). We look forward to seeing you there  
 
 

‘Showstoppers’ Holiday Club 2018 
  

 Holiday Club 2018 for 5yr (Reception) – 11yrs will be held on: 
Tuesday 31st July to Friday 3rd August. 

 

There are only a few places left! 
Please pick up booking forms from the Church Office,  
back of Church on the Church website. £14 for 1st child, £12 for 
subsequent children. 
 

Holiday Club preparation is now well underway, and we have an 
exciting programme for the children of games, songs, crafts and stories about Jesus. 
 

We will need help to set up the church on Saturday 28th July. 
 

If you feel you can help set up, please contact Matt Houghton by email: 
matthoughton1@hotmaill.com or by telephone: 475724 
 
 
 

Stave House in the Sahara – Update 2018 
 

Dear friends, 
 

You may remember that in November 2017 
Ruth Travers, a member of our congregation hosted a 
large concert at St. Marys to raise funds for a project 
she and her husband were funding – finding the salary 
and living expenses and costs etc. for teacher and 
ethnomusicologist Violeta Ruano from Spain, to take 
the Stave House music education method to the 
children in the refugee camp schools of Boujdour in the Western Sahara.  
Thus, enhancing their knowledge of the world, giving them musical opportunities and 
creative opportunities, and English-speaking skills and above all ‘fun’ in a world that 
consists of nothing but sand, 4 hours of generated electricity a day at school, and very 
little hope of going anywhere else.  
 

mailto:matthoughton1@hotmaill.com


In 2017 they established a class of 30 children, began a Music/English speaking 
programme which would enable the children to converse with people around the 
world and read, write and play not only their own cultural music but the universally 
understood Musical notation system used around the world which could lead to them 
finding jobs, having a career etc or being able to ‘give back ‘into their own 
communities by teaching in schools as young adults.  
 

Stave House was ideal as a resource as it requires no electricity and is taught using 
stories, songs and games which are very familiar ways of learning to nomadic people. 
Russell and Ruth provided the first school equipment, worked with a Saharawian 
student to put the method into their own language and trained Violeta Ruano to teach 
the method. She then collaborated with Ruth to put together a programme to deliver 
the method over a year that could be followed by other teachers from the camp 
schools. 
By the end of 2017 they had managed to fund the whole year and had three local 
young lady teachers from the camps working alongside Violeta. 
 

Now in 2018 they are able to hand the teaching of the programme over to local 
Sahrawian teachers with Violeta Ruano project managing. The first year of students 
have taken their level 1 Stave House Music award exams which gives them an identity 
in the world that they did not have. They do not have passports, they are displaced 
and unrecognised as a people, but it has become   possible for them to see their name 
on a certificate from a London Music college. There is now a brick building for Stave 
House classes that cannot be washed away by the rain.  There are now 60 children 
enrolled – a level 2 class -last year’s students and a new level 1 class. 
 

The project has been so successful that this year there have been some generous 
individual donations that will make it possible to take Stave House to two other 
schools in the same camp and Sandblast Arts have pledged to support a 5-year 
programme that will hopefully enable Stave House to gradually spread to the other 4 
camps in Tinduf.  In a place where attending school is not compulsory, our Stave 
House classes are full, and the children are having a great time and learning skills that 
will give them opportunities and hopefully change their lives. 
 

Are you looking to do something extraordinary? 
Then you may be interested to read about ‘Friends of Stave House ‘an opportunity for 
anyone over 19 years old who may wish to visit the camp and offer skills of either 
Music and or English next year for a minimum of three months to support the 
teaching. This would be a wonderful gap year opportunity. To participate you would 
need to be fit and healthy, not too fussy, and able to cope with extreme weather 
conditions. For more details please email: info@stavehouse.co.uk  
 

Are you an athlete? 
If so you could consider ‘Run the Sahara’   the next run will be given solely to this 
project. http://www.sandblast-arts.org/the-run.html 
If you would be interested in helping but the above are not for you, then you could 
consider sponsoring a child for £30 a year at JustGiving: 
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/stavehouseinthesahara4stage 
 

mailto:info@stavehouse.co.uk
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Please pray for Ruth and Russell as they have committed to visit next year. The 
journey to the camps is quite hostile and they will need Police escorts from the airport 
through the mountain paths. Some of the perimeters are Red Zone. some are Amber 
terrorist activity. The camp itself is Green Zone and is fine but even so the journey is 
not without risk. 
 
 

 

Course in Christian Studies 
 

The Course in Christian Studies is a two-year course exploring 
the Christian Faith with others, delivered weekly in local 
centres around the diocese. CCS has a foundational first year 
and a more flexible second year and leads to the Bishop’s 
Certificate.   
 

Since it began in 1987, over 2500 lay people from Essex and 
N.E. London have joined the Course in Christian Studies.  
 

What has it given them?   What could it give you? 
 

 The excitement of discovery and learning together: members bring their own 
varied stories and experiences and share them, finding new truth in 
themselves and in each other through lively discussion. 

 Knowledge of the Bible and of the huge riches of Christian tradition, nurtured 
by tutors and textbooks, and whetting members' appetite for more 
knowledge - but not providing all the answers. 

 Delight in that biblical and Christian tradition, finding in it a field for 
imaginative and practical exploration, for wonder and worship and decision. 

 Constructive Reflection on the Bible and tradition and on the contemporary 
world: The Course does not shirk the hard questions posed by the Church's 
history or by believing in God and seeking peace and justice today. 

 Spiritual Formation of both the local group and its individual members:  
the Course does not set out to convert or evangelise, but it is concerned with 
the whole life of prayer and activity and relationships - not just with the mind. 

 For those who desire it, the Course also provides a foundation for further 
education or training. This could be other local courses; it could be a degree 
or diploma. Or it could be training for a specific ministry in the Church 
including the ministry of: Reader, Pastoral Assistant, Lay Evangelist or Priest.  

 

There are two ways in which you can take the CCS: in local, face-to-face groups or 
online in an interactive, password-protected group. 
 

Interested?  
You can find out more from students and tutors at a taster event for Chelmsford which 
will be held in the Diocesan Office Wednesday 18th July 10.00am – 12.00 noon.  
Other event dates are detailed on the poster at the back of church. 
 

Please visit: http://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/discipleship/online-ccs for more details. 
For further information contact: Diane Hardy, Administrator, Course in Christian 
Studies, Diocesan Office, 53 New Street, Chelmsford, CM1 1AT 
Tel: 01245 294449 Email: dhardy@chelmsford.anglican.org 

http://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/discipleship/online-ccs
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Church Diary for July 
 
 

   Sunday 1st July – The Fifth Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Holy Communion & Powerhouse 
 6.30pm Film – Abraham (The Bible TV miniseries) 
Monday 2nd   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 3rd    NO Morning Prayer 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 4th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 7.45pm Crossfire meet at Ben & Nicki’s 
Thursday 5th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11.30am Church Open until 2.00pm 
Friday 6th  11:30am Church Open until 2.00pm (NO 24/7 prayer space) 
 7.00pm Bellringing in Church 
Sunday 8th July – The Sixth Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 

 10.00am Morning Praise with Mission Focus on Summer 
camps & Powerhouse 

 6.30pm Encounter…with Holy Communion 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 
Monday 9th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am MAC pack in Bell St Hall 

 7.00pm Prayer meeting with focus on Holiday Club & 
summer camps 

 7.45pm Holiday Club training in Church 
Tuesday 10th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 11th   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 7.45pm Crossfire meet at Ben & Nicki’s 
Thursday 12th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Café Club in church 
 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
 1.45pm Tiny Church in Church Centre 
Friday 13th  11.30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
 7.45pm Choir Practice in church 
Saturday 14th  3.00pm Little2BigVoices Summer Concert in Church 



Sunday 15th July – The Seventh Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Holy Communion & Powerhouse Party! 
 6.30pm Encounter… Open Air service 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 
Monday 16th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 7:00pm Last Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 17th    8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 11.00am Baddow Hall Infants End of Year Service 
 7.30pm Book Club in Church 
Wednesday 18th   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 11.00am St Mary’s Playschool End of Year Service 
Thursday 19th    8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11.30am Church Open until 2.00pm 
Friday 20th  11.30am Church Open until 2.00pm 
 7.45pm Choir Practice in Church 
Sunday 22nd July – The Eighth Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Family Service with baptisms 
 6.30pm Meditative Holy Communion  
Monday 23rd   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
Tuesday 24th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Last meeting of Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 25th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
Thursday 26st  8:30am Last Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
Friday 27th  11.30am Church Open until 2.00pm 
Sunday 29th July – The Ninth Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Family Service with opening of Holiday Club 
 6.30pm Meditative Holy Communion  
Tuesday 31st  9.15am ‘Showstoppers’ Holiday Club 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ride and Stride 
 

Saturday 9th September - A Note for your diaries!   
 “Ride and Stride” is an event in aid of Friends of Essex 
Churches which involves walking or cycling to as many 
Churches as possible in Essex on a sponsored basis. Half of the 
funds raised by members of our Church come back to St 
Mary’s to pay for repairs and maintenance. The other half 
goes to the Friends to help other Churches in Essex. 
It doesn’t matter how many Churches you visit as long as you get plenty of 
sponsorship money! 
 
We hope that as many people as possible will get on their bikes or on their feet to take 
part in 2018.  
 
Please note the date in your diaries and, although it is couple of months away, please 
start getting sponsors lined up. Stephen Foakes is coordinating “Ride and Stride” for St 
Mary’s. He will have sponsorship forms available and is very happy to answer any 
questions about the event. He can also be contacted on Tel: 01245 603292 or email: 
Stephen_foakes@btinternet.com for further information and sponsorship forms. 
 

Data Protection (GDPR) 
 
 

At the end of May, the law changed regarding the collection and holding of personal 
data. Like all churches St. Mary’s was required to comply with the new legislation.  
 
Letters explaining the changes with a consent form are still available at the back of 
church or the Church Office. Please complete a consent form, if you haven’t already 
done so, as St Mary’s are unable to contact you by telephone, email or mail without 
you signing this consent form, asking us to. 
 
For any further clarification, please speak to the clergy, Kay Pountney or Jacqui Pavey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Church Office 
Hours of Opening:  
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday:    9:30am to 12:30pm, 1:45pm to 3:00pm 
Wednesday & Friday          9:30am to 12:30pm                         
Tuesday evenings                   7:00pm to 8:00pm  

        (wedding enquiries by appointment only)      01245 477501 
Email: stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com         Website: www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk 
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