
 
 
 

Inspire 
January 2016 

 
Dear brothers and sisters, 
 ‘Come and see’ 
‘Come and see’:  it’s a simple invitation which can have a life transforming impact on our lives 
and the lives of others. At the beginning of John’s Gospel John the Baptist points two disciples 
towards Jesus.  Jesus sees them and invites them to ‘come and see’. One of the two is Andrew 
and he goes off and finds his brother Simon and invites him to come and see Jesus. This is what 
discipleship is all about; discovering for ourselves who Jesus is and then inviting others to ‘come 
and see’.  
 
During this year, which in our diocese will have a focus on discipleship, I want to encourage us at 
St. Mary’s to take the opportunity to come and see. Come and see for ourselves more of what 
God has done and is doing for us through his Son Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit. That 
requires effort and commitment. It means taking time to worship, to pray, to read the Bible, to 
meet together to explore what it means to be a disciple of Jesus in today’s world, to consider 
how being a disciple impacts on every area of our lives.  
As we discover more of Jesus for ourselves then we will want to invite others to ‘come and see’. 
There are a variety of opportunities to do this through all the different regular services, groups 
and activities that take place in the life of our church. The invitation also comes as we reach out 
to the community around us and seek to meet people’s needs and through the various outreach 
events which we run through the year.   
 
So my prayer for us all during 2016 is to take up Jesus’ invitation to ‘come and see’ and to invite 
others to ‘come and see’. During the year we will be using the following prayer. 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
We thank you for your gracious invitation 
to come and see all that you have done for us. 
As we respond to your call of discipleship, 
may we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly day by day. 
By your Holy Spirit,  
give us the boldness to invite others to come and see for themselves, 
that they too might become followers of you. Amen. 
 
With love and prayers,  
Philip, Team Rector 
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Thank you  
 
Thank you to everyone at St. Mary’s who worked so hard and contributed so much to all the 
different services and events over the Christmas period.  We had many visitors to the church 
from the community and lots of positive feedback about people’s experiences. Please 
continue to pray that those visitors who came will come to know more of the love of God 
and his call on their lives to follow the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Introducing the Houghtons 
 
We are very much looking 
forward to welcoming Matt 
Houghton and his family when 
Matt takes up his role as 
stipendiary curate in the Great 
Baddow Team Ministry at the 
end of June. 
 

Matt writes, 
 

We are very much looking 
forward to coming to Great 
Baddow next year. I’m writing 
this at the end of a busy 
college term and have essays to finish in the next two weeks. 
 
Before training Matt had been a church Youth worker for some 16 years in various churches 
around the country and felt a call to ordination for a number of those years. Now he is studying 
at Ridley Hall, after being sent from a large Evangelical church in Colchester. Our current church 
is St. Marys, Comberton, a small traditional parish church, which has helped to broaden Matt’s 
experience. He has a passion for discipling and enjoys preaching and teaching. In moments of 
spare time, he enjoys watching films, football and music.  
 
Kirsty is currently at home looking after our two children, Reuben (6yrs) currently in Year 2 and 
Hannah (3) who will be starting school next year. She has been serving on the college spouses 
committee, as well as leading college crèche. 
 
Your prayers would be appreciated as our time at Ridley draws to an end. Matt as he seeks to 
complete his study and meet deadlines for work, and as he approaches ordination as Deacon. 
Also, your prayers for arranging school places and a smooth as possible transition for our 
children. 
We look forward to meeting you next year and pray for God’s blessing on you all this Christmas 
season.  
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St. Mary’s Special Annual Church Meeting 2016 
As you will be aware some pastoral changes are taking place in our team ministry and these take 
effect on January 1

st
 2016. We continue as the Great Baddow Team Ministry, however, our 

three districts become three parishes each with their own PCC. St. Mary’s parish will be ‘The 
parish of Great Baddow, St Mary the Virgin’. In order to facilitate this change we will be holding 
a Special Annual Church Meeting on Monday 11

th
 January at 8pm in the church. The main item 

of business is to elect the PCC for the rest of this year until our next annual meeting in April. 
There are 9 members to be elected, 3 have already been appointed to the PCC and the proposal 
is that the 6 remaining elected members of our DCC are elected to the PCC.  At the annual 
meeting in April the elections will take place as normal for representatives to fill the vacancies 
on St. Mary’s PCC.  
The new PCC will comprise clergy licensed to the team ministry (normally clergy will only attend 
the PCCs in the parish where they have particular responsibility), the parish wardens, the deputy 
wardens, the 3 deanery synod reps, the diocesan synod rep and 9 elected PCC members. 
If you have any questions about these changes please speak to the Team Rector or one of the 
members of the DCC. 
 

Birmingham University Mission 2016 
I am part of a team putting together and running the University of 
Birmingham Christian Union’s 2016 Events’ Week. The week is 
running from the 1

st
 to the 5

th
 February (with a launch event on the 

30
th

 January) and our theme is “Is This Freedom?”. My role on the 
team is ‘Prayer and Finance’, and I would absolutely love it if you 
might pray for the week and the campus. 
A typical day in the life of an events week includes a prayer breakfast 
at 8am for members of the CU (it’s my job to run that every morning; not sure why I agreed to 5 
early starts!), then food preparation and set up for the “lunchbars”. Lunchbars include giving 
150 guests a free lunch with a twenty minute talk typically on apologetics questions; this year 
including “Free from suffering: why doesn’t God end all the pain?” and “Free from lies: isn’t the 
Bible a book of lies and exaggerations?”. We hold two lunchbars at 12pm and 1pm every day in 
a large marquee on campus. After the lunchbars we then have an opportunity to ask questions 
and chat and chill with friends and our speakers. Then our evening events include an evening 
meal, with a talk and live music and this year we will be looking through John’s gospel. We 
expect the cost of the week to come to around £6,000. 
A few prayer points for Events Week 2016 – please could you be praying that: 

 God would be preparing the hearts of the people on our campus. 

 For Tim Rudge and our other guest speakers as they begin to prepare their talks 

 Thanking God for his provision for the marquee – through sharing with other societies 

the price has come down to (as of 9
th

 December) £2,300! 

Thank you so much, and please do feel free to get in contact with me if you have any questions! 
Alexandra Podd 
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Church Diary for January 2016 
   
Sunday 3rd January Second Sunday of Christmas 

 8:00am Holy Communion 

 10:00am Holy Communion - Epiphany 

 6:30pm Epiphany – Reflective Service  

Monday 4th 8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 

 7:00pm Prayer Meeting in Church 

Tuesday 5th 8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 

 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 

Wednesday  6th 8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 

 10.00am Holy Communion 

 10.00am Coffee Pot in Bell St Hall 

Thursday 7th 8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 

 10:00am Café Club in Church 

 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 

Friday 8th 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 

 7:45pm Bellringing in church 

Sunday 10th January – First Sunday of Epiphany 

 8.00am Holy Communion 

 10.00am Morning Praise 

 6.30pm Encounter with Holy Communion 

Monday 11th 8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 

 9:30am ‘Bible & Babies’ group in Bell St Hall 

 7:00pm Prayer Meeting in Church 

Tuesday 12th 8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 

 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 

Weds 13th 8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 

 10.00am Holy Communion 

 10.00am Coffee Pot in Bell St Hall 

 8:00pm SHAPE in Bell Street Hall 

Thursday 14th 8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 

 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 

Friday 15th 7.45pm  Bellringing in Church 

 11:30am  Church open until 2:00pm 

Saturday 16th 9:30am Ministering Healing  - in church 

Sunday 17th January – Second Sunday of Epiphany 

 8.00am Holy Communion 

 10.00am Holy Communion 
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 6.30pm Encounter 

Monday 18th 8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 

 9.30am MAC in Bell Street Hall 

 7:00pm Prayer Meeting in Church 

Tuesday 19th 8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 

 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 

 8:00pm Ministry Leadership Team – Prayer Chapel 

Weds 20th 8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 

 10.00am Holy Communion 

 10.00am Coffee Pot in Bell St Hall 

 8:00pm SHAPE in Bell Street Hall 

Thursday 21st  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 

 10.00am Café Club in church 

 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 

Friday 22nd  11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 

Sunday 24th January – Third Sunday of Epiphany 

 8.00am Holy Communion 

 10.00am Family Christingle Service and Parade 

 6.30pm Encounter with Holy Communion  

Monday 25th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am ‘Bible & Babies’ group in Bell St Hall 

 7:00pm Prayer Meeting in Church 

Tuesday 26th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 

Wednesday 27th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 

 7:30pm Curate Group in Prayer Chapel 

 8:00pm SHAPE in Bell Street Hall 

Thursday 28th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 

Saturday 30
th

  7:00pm MAC quiz in church 

Sunday 31st January – Fourth Sunday of Epiphany 

 8.00am Holy Communion 

 10.00am All Age Service and baptisms 

 6:30pm Celtic Communion 
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Ministering Healing 
 

If you are interested in learning how to pray for others to be healed or would like to learn more 
from an experienced minister then come along to St Mary’s church, Great Baddow 9:30am – 
12:30pm on Saturday 16th January.  Peter Nicholson formerly minister at Meadgate Church, 
Great Baddow will be leading the morning.   
 

Chelmsford 24/7 Prayer Space at St Mary’s Gt Baddow 
 

Would you like to join Christians around the city of Chelmsford praying in unity for renewal and 
revival and supporting all those taking the Good News of Jesus Christ into our communities?  
Many of us at our 3 churches have already taken part in the weeks of prayer, including our 
brave Pathfinders praying overnight! 
 
Over the last few months several different churches around the city have offered to have a 
“Prayer Space” to which anyone is welcome.  With worship music playing gently in the 
background and resources laid out to guide our prayers, these are a place to encounter God and 
to pray over our city, nation and world.  We believe they are making a real impact on 
Chelmsford and far beyond for the advancement of the Kingdom of God here on earth. 
Beginning in February, there will be a Prayer Space at St. Mary’s on the first Friday of every 
month from 11:30am to 2:00pm.  People come and go as they are able during this time, so, if 
you are free, please do come and join us. 
 
Prayer is powerful and united prayer changes cities and nations, so as we pray here in Jesus’ 
Name we will see transformation, blessing and revival come to our city and to the lives of all 
who live, work or visit here.  The Prayer Spaces are peaceful places where people pray in silence 
or quietly and we are encouraged that “the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know 
how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.  And 
God, who searches the heart, knows what is in the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.” (Romans 8:26-27) – Sandy Southee 
 

SHAPE 
 

A course designed for Christians who want to grow and to serve God in their 
everyday lives. The course gives the opportunity to discover the unique shape 
that God has made us, the gifts he has given us and how he might want to use 
us.  
We will be running the SHAPE course commencing 13 January 2016 at 
8:00pm.  For more information about what SHAPE involves, please take a 
leaflet from the back of the church or speak to one of the clergy, Steve Scott or Claire Fuller. If 
you are interested in SHAPE, please sign up on the sheet at the back of church. 
 
 



Page | 7  
 

Tim Ball’s ‘Bible Teach In’ 
 

 

Tim Ball, vicar at Meadgate Church, will be leading a series of studies entitled ‘How to make 
sense of the Book of Revelation.’  
These will take place In the Orchards Café on Wednesday mornings 9:15am – 11am on the 
following dates: 
January 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th,  
Feb 24

th
,  

March 2nd, 9th, 16th.  Everyone welcome (Buy your own coffee) 
 
 

Lent Modules 2016 
 

The Lent Modules are a series of short courses running across the 
diocese between Ash Wednesday10th February and Good Friday 
25th March 2016. Further information including a booklet advising 
details and a booking form are available at the Welcome Corner in 
the church. Booking forms are to be returned to the Diocesan 
Office by 31st January.  Further information on this course can also 
be obtained from the St Mary’s Church Office. 
 

Thank you from Chaplaincy Team and Broomfield 
Hospital 

 
Dear Elizabeth and Members of St. Mary’s, 
Great Baddow Choir: 
  

On behalf of the Chaplaincy Team and 
Broomfield Hospital, I wish to thank you very 
much for your time, effort and superb 
singing in bringing carols to Notley and 
Goldhangers wards last Thursday evening.  
  

Patients, staff, and visitors alike, were so 
appreciative of the time and effort taken by 
your choir to sing Christmas carols on the 
wards.  Groups singing in the hospital are a 
rarity and to hear "live" music in hospital at 
Christmas is a wonderful gift.  I hope that the 

faces filled with smiles, delight, and appreciation lifted your hearts and spirits as well as your 
voices and that you really enjoyed your evening.   
  

Thank you as well for coming out at such a busy time of year for your church and your choir, 
especially with all the extra services for which to prepare and music to learn.   
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Your support of Broomfield Hospital and its Chaplaincy Team at Christmas makes your 
dedication even more special. 
  

If you are able to return in 2016, we would look forward to welcoming you back.  Wishing you a 
year filled with peace, joy, and wonderful music in 2016. 
 

Thank you from Roy and Joan Parker 
 
Joan & I would just like to sayn how much we enjoyed our morning in Bell St. Hall celebrating 
the 25th anniversary of Coffee Pot. 
Many memories of our years in leadership were there and it was wonderful to meet up with 
many past friends who helped us run this important outreach of our church. 
We hope Coffee Pot has a good future and acknowledge the many people who served there 
in the past making this anniversary possible. 
 
 

 
Church Office contact details: 

01245 477501  
stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com 

www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk 

 
 

 
  


