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Dear sisters and brothers, 
 

It is with much excitement that I am setting off to 
Kenya in early February with Glenn, Roger and Di 
to support our link parish as they re-dedicate St 
Thomas Cathedral in Kerugoya following major 
building work.    
 

I was last in Kenya 8 years ago when the link with 
St Thomas’s was first established and it was a real 
pleasure to welcome 4 of their leadership team back to St Mary’s in 2017. I am looking 
forward to strengthening those friendships. 
 

The programme means that not only will we be attending  the Service of Consecration 
(to be taken by the Archbishop of Kenya),  but we will also have opportunity to see  
the work and outreach of St Thomas ‘s including a pastoral visitation , a Kenyan 
wedding and preaching at the 2 main services. I am sure by the time we arrive the 
programme will have been substantially added to! We also intend to visit the 
orphanage at Utugi, Mount Kenya East Hospital and the Theological College, where 
Phil Ritchie taught in 2018 during his sabbatical. We will also find time for a safari to 
enjoy something of the beauty and wildlife of the country. 
 

It is a real privilege to be able to go and see for ourselves how our brothers and sisters 
in Christ share the Good news of Jesus in such a different context. How amazing is it 
that although so different we are bound together as children of the same heavenly 
Father and co-heirs of all that being a Child of God means. There will be much we can 
learn and reflect on from the Kenyan Church, not least their hospitality and passion. 
We’re a bit concerned that they might expect us to lead them in song – whilst we’re 
happy to make a joyful noise, not sure about how tuneful it might be! 
 

Although our link is not about money – we in Great Baddow certainly have so much 
compared to many Christians in Kenya - we will be taking gifts, albeit lightweight as 
they have to fit in the suitcase. Items we are planning to take include soft back 
exercise books, pencils, colouring pencils, erasers and pencil sharpeners; play and 
sports equipment including balls (deflated so they fit in the case) pumps (to inflate the 
balls), skipping ropes, percussion instruments and packets of individually wrapped 
boiled sweets. We also hope to take some reusable sanitary kits for the teenage girls 
so that they don’t have to miss any education during their periods. If anyone would 
like to contribute either in kind or money, that would be most welcome, although the 
contributions would need to be made by Sunday 2nd February to enable time to 
purchase and pack the goods. 



This is an amazing opportunity and one that we are very privileged to have. We look 
forward to sharing with you all we have seen and heard and experienced so that we 
can be more effective in our prayer and support of our brothers and sisters in Kenya.  
Let us be quick to obey Paul’s command in 1 Timothy 6:18  
 
‘…. to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share’ 
 

Sue Finch 
Associate Minister 
 

Food for Thought 
 

 
 

Vacancy Update 
 

As of 6th January, when Philip Ritchie was licenced in his new post in the Colchester 
area, St Mary’s has been in interregnum. In discussion with Archdeacon Elizabeth, the 
PCC have agreed to a suspension of Benefice delaying the usual process leading to the 
advertising of the vacancy. This allows us to take more time to review the future of the 
Great Baddow team and how the post will best fit within the team. Over the coming 
weeks Sue and the Wardens will be working with Tim Ball, Phil Sheldrake and others to 
consider what to include in the Parish Profile and Mission Statement These documents 
will set out what St Mary’s is about and where we are looking to go in the future. They 
will support the vacancy process and give guidance to prospective Priests wishing to 
apply.  
 

What can we do? Well, as a church we have already started the critical part of the 
procedure – prayer. In the two prayer meetings held in January we have begun to seek 
the Lord’s plan for us. Only through speaking and listening to our heavenly Father can 
we be sure of his guidance. We will have further prayer meetings in the coming weeks 
but please take opportunity in your own prayer times to ask God what is right for St 
Marys and what is your part in the process and the future of the Church in Great 
Baddow. Richard Cilvert and Andy Beales, Church Wardens 
 
 



Electoral Roll 2020 
 

During March the Church Electoral Roll is to undergo its 
annual revision to ensure that it continues to reflect our 
church membership. The Roll is also used to determine 
eligibility for attendance and participation at the Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) and for election to the 
Parochial Church Council (PCC).    
 
Those who can be on the Roll are baptised adults (over 16 years) who live in the 
parish, or who have worshipped regularly at St. Mary’s for at least six months and are 
committed to being part of the life of the local Church of England congregation. 
  
All church members who are not on the Roll, and wish to be included, must complete 
an application form which are available in the Welcome Corner.  All those who are 
currently on the Roll need do nothing. 
  
If you have any questions, please have a word with me or one of our wardens or 
clergy. 
  

Neil McLean, Electoral Roll Officer (01245 901028) 

Messy Tea 
 

Tuesday: 11th & 25th February 2020 
 

Every 2nd and 4th Tuesday for families with children 
aged 0 to 11, with children being accompanied by an 
adult (over 18). The sessions are from 3.30 to 5.00pm with a craft, Bible story and a 
tea consisting of toast with toppings.  
 

Messy Tea is a fantastic opportunity to continue building relationships with families 
and encourage family time while sharing Gods love, do come and join us!  
It's never too late to join the team, so please speak to Kirsty Houghton or Revd Sue 
Finch if you are interested. Many thanks.  

Pancake Party! 
 

 
Please join us after Messy Tea 

from 5.00pm – 6.30pm for a Pancake Party 
on Tuesday   25th February 

in St Mary’s Church, Gt. Baddow. 
 

Donations for pancakes in support of the 
Church Urban Fund 

 
 
 
 



Mission Focus on FEBA 
 

In a world of rapidly changing technology, more 
than 3 billion people still need radio to hear 
God’s word. Shortwave radio reaches where we 
cannot go, thousands of miles across borders 
into conflict zones, emergency situations and 
countries where people face discrimination, 
abuse and persecution.  
 

What does Feba do?  Feba shares with people the good news of Jesus Christ, through 
radio broadcasting in Africa, Asia and the Middle East. Radio programmes are 
produced in the local language, addressing local issues, with engaging stories, 
interviews, drama, and live shows. The local church is always involved.   
‘How can people have faith in the Lord and ask him to save them, if they have never 
heard about him? And how can they hear, unless someone tells them?’ Romans 10: 
14. This year, we are encouraging Feba supporters to mark World Radio Day (Thursday 
13th February) by thanking, praying and reflecting on how radio is still the mass 
medium of communication that is able to reach the widest audience throughout the 
world today.  
 

At Feba UK, we know from firsthand experience, how radio is specifically suited to 
reach people in remote communities with the gospel, especially those who are unable 
to read. Radio also has a very important and specific role to play in providing 
emergency broadcasts and programming to help save lives during humanitarian 
disasters. Shortwave radio reaches where we cannot go, thousands of miles across 
borders into conflict zones, emergency situations and countries where people face 
discrimination, abuse and persecution.  
 “The power of radio is not that it speaks to millions, but that it speaks intimately 
and privately to each one of those millions.” Hallie Flanagan 
 

Prayers: Give thanks for listeners who phone in to talk about what they have heard on 
the radio. Pray for wisdom and sensitivity for the ‘follow-up’ teams as they respond to 
the many calls and the very different emotions and problems. Pray for creativity for 
the presenters as they prepare the broadcasts.  
 

Together we can make a difference. Here are three ways to get involved: 
 Pray for Feba – Join us in praying for Feba by receiving the monthly ‘Prayer 

Focus’ by email or praying with us on PrayerMate - praynow4.org/febauk  

 Tune in to Feba by receiving voice magazine (four per year)  

 Consider supporting Feba financially. 

You can get more information: 
 Contacting Feba -  lifegivingmedia@feba.org.uk or call 01903286400 
 visit the Feba website - www.feba.org.uk 
 like us on Facebook – FebaUK 

mailto:lifegivingmedia@feba.org.uk
http://www.feba.org.uk


 follow us on twitter – @Feba_UK 

Linda Lane’s Visit to Rwanda and Uganda 
 

11th – 29th February 2020 
 

Linda Lane will set off from Gatwick on her ninth trip to East 
Africa. She will be accompanied by Jess from St Mary’s Widford 
(Stephanie Gillingham’s church) who will be going for the first 
time. Jeannette will meet Linda and Jess in Kigali, Rwanda. 
 
Linda, Jess and Jeanette will spend the first week in Rwanda, the 
land of a thousand hills, staying for 3 nights in “Paradise” a hotel 
on the shores of Lake Kivu. During this time, they will attend a 
wedding in Rubavu (Gisenyi) before moving on to Musanze and 3 nights at “The 
Garden Place” where Linda and Jeannette have stayed many times in the past. 
 
The second week will be in Uganda staying and volunteering at Potters Village. This is a 
child rescue centre. It cares for up to 18 abandoned or orphaned children from the 
local community (amongst the poorest in Uganda) and in addition provides expert care 
for premature babies who come from a wider radius. The Medical Centre cares for up 
to 20 premature babies, plus children who are malnourished or disabled. Nicci 
Maxwell, CMS Mission Partner, heads up this work ably assisted by a team of Ugandan 
medical staff. There will be opportunity for Linda, Jess and Jeanette to visit a number 
of sponsored children supported by members of St Mary’s. 
 
Please pray for Linda, Jess and Jeanette’s health and safety. Roads vary from dual 
carriageways to dust tracks. Pray that the three of them get on well and to learn what 
the Lord wants to teach them!  
A prayer bookmark/itinerary will be available in the Welcome Corner early in 
February. 
 

Breakfast & Bibles 
 

Mondays: 10th & 24th February starting at 9am for breakfast,  
in Bell St Hall. 

 
 

Children are very welcome. No previous Bible knowledge 
necessary.         
 

Please ring Dot Cumming for further information on 07971 808170.  
We look forward to seeing you there. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lent Modules 2020 
 

A series of short courses running across the diocese between 
the last week in February and Good Friday 2020.  
 
Courses cost between £15 & £40 and themes include: 

 

                               Render unto Caesar; Living Distinctively 
Life, Death and the Christian Hope; 

A concise study of the Book of Revelation;  
Christians in a Scientific World;  

Witnessing in the World of Work – equipping effective everyday evangelism;  
Climate Change and the purposes of God;  
A taster for the Bible Society Lyfe Course;   

Holding on – A course to accompany the Chelmsford Holding Cross;  
Spiritual Companionship and the Christian Tradition;  

When God disappoints -Developing Resilient faith in an Uncertain World 
 

For further information, brochures, and booking forms please contact: 
Diane Hardy at the Diocesan Office: Tel: 01245 294449  
Email:  
dhardy@chelmsford.anglican.org or download from: www.chelmsford.anglican.org   
 

Alternatively, please speak to Jacqui in the Church Office, who will gladly download 
the forms for you. 
 

Church Diary for February 2020 
   Sunday 2nd February – The Presentation of Christ 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Holy Communion with Powerhouse 
 6.30pm Reflective Service 
 6.30pm Pathfinders in Bell St Hall 
Monday 3rd   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am MAC pack in Bell St Hall 
Tuesday 4th   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 5th    8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 7.30pm Crossfire meet at Ben & Nicki’s 
Thursday 6th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
Friday 7th      NO Church open  
 12noon Funeral of Ralph Tyrell in Church 
 5.00pm Coffee Pot Film Night in Bell St Hall 
 7.00pm Bellringing in Church 
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Sunday 9th February – The Third Sunday before Lent 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Morning Praise with Powerhouse 
 6:30pm Encounter…with Holy Communion 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 
Monday 10th    8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.00am Breakfast & Bibles meet in Bell St Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
 8.00pm Standing Committee Meeting 
Tuesday 11th   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 3.30pm MESSY TEA in Church 
Wednesday 12th    8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 7.30pm Crossfire meet at Ben & Nicki’s 
Thursday 13th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Café Club in Church 
 11:30am Church Open until 2.00pm 
Friday 14th  11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 7.45pm Choir practice in Church 
Sunday 16th February – The Second Sunday before Lent 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Holy Communion with Powerhouse 
 5.00pm Joint service with Meadgate Church, The Parade 
Monday 17th    8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 2.00pm Funeral of John Glasgow in Church 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 18th     8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 7.30pm Book Club in Church 
Weds 19th   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
Thursday 20th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
Friday 21st  11.30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
 7.00pm Bellringing in Church 
Sunday 23rd February – The Sunday next before Lent 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Family Service with Baptisms 
 6.30pm Encounter…with Holy Communion 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 



Monday 24th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.00am Breakfast & Bibles meet in Bell St Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 25th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 3.30pm MESSY TEA in Church 
 5.00pm Pancake Party following on from Messy Tea 
Ash Wednesday 8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 7.30pm Crossfire meet in Bell St Hall 

 8.00pm Gt Baddow Team Holy Communion Service at St 
Paul’s, Loftin Way 

Thursday 27th   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Café Club in Church 
 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
 7.30pm Extra PCC Pre-Vacancy Meeting in Church 
Friday 28th   11.30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
 7.00pm Bellringing in Church 

 

Bradwell Area Vocations Day 

 

The Church Office 
Hours of Opening:  
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday:   9:30am to 12:30pm, 1:45pm to 3:00pm 
Wednesday & Friday         9:30am to 12:30pm                         
Tuesday evenings                  7:00pm to 8:00pm  

        (wedding enquiries by appointment only)      01245 477501 
Email: stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com         Website: www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk 
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