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Dear friends, 
As I write this article I am in the process of preparing for my 
licensing on 3rd June as an Associate Minister to the Great 
Baddow Team. 
 

As I look back over my journey of over 8 years from initial 
discernment, to training as an Ordinand, to being a Curate 
in the Great Baddow Team; I am so grateful to God for His 
faithfulness and love. It’s been an amazing time of discovery and change. 
 

Thank you to you all for your love and prayers and support. I have enjoyed every 
moment of the process and every transition has been gentle and smooth. What a joy 
and privilege to share amongst the people of God and the community I have known all 
my life – I am so grateful for the opportunity to serve God In this place. 
 

Thank you to Phil for all his support, guidance, patience and wisdom throughout the 
time, especially his generosity in sharing his experience and giving me the space to 
grow and develop my own ministry at St Mary’s. 
 

Thank you to the wider Clergy Team who have been so welcoming, supportive and 
encouraging. It is such a joy to share in the Team ministry with them all – to learn from 
their wisdom and to recognise that we all bring different strengths and gifts which 
together serve God more effectively in this place.  
 

So, what happens next? 
 

In one sense I don’t expect that we will notice much difference as we journey on 
together; but my prayer for each of us is that we will draw closer to God, deepen our 
relationship with our Lord and Saviour and explore and work together to make Jesus 
known and to bring his kingdom here in Baddow.  
 

It is so amazing that God is faithful and changeless and yet He is a God of new 
beginnings and fresh starts. What an exciting time ahead as we walk with Him and find 
out what he has in store for each one of us. You never know he might be calling you to 
be set aside as a Priest – be open to his leading and prompting – you never know 
where it may lead! 
 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. I keep 
asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the 
Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. I pray that the eyes 
of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has 
called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his 
incomparably great power for us who believe.  Ephesians 1:16-19 NIV 
 

Revd Sue Finch, Newly appointed Associate Minister! 



Data Protection (GDPR) 
 
 

At the end of May, the law changed regarding the collection and holding of personal 
data. Like all churches St. Mary’s is required to comply with the new legislation.  
Letters explaining the changes with a consent form are still available at the back of 
church. Please complete a consent form, if you haven’t already done so, as going 
forward, St Mary’s will be unable to contact you by telephone, email or mail without 
you signing this consent form, asking us to. 
For any further clarification, please speak to the clergy, Kay Pountney or Jacqui Pavey. 
 
 

Mission Focus: Church Mission Society  
 

CMS Mission Partners 

On Sunday 10th June, in our morning service, we are 
looking forward to receiving our CMS partners to share 
with us their work and ministry in Northern India. In 
the meantime, here is a summary and update on their 
ministry… 

‘We work with a team of local people in Northern India to help prevent human 
trafficking and to motivate the church to do the same.  

Human trafficking is a huge and growing issue in India and especially within our 
region. As many rightly try to rescue people, it is more important than ever to prevent 
people from being trafficked in the first place.  

One girl was recently rescued from a brothel; as has happened many times in other 
cases, the girl kicked and screamed as she was rescued and tried to resist. Many 
trafficking victims have been made so afraid that they are also afraid to be rescued, in 
case their trafficker/boss harms their family as they have threatened to do. This young 
girl shouted: “why didn’t you come four years earlier when I was brought here”. It’s for 
this reason that prevention is the focus of our work. We want to save people from 
entering into those horrors and work from social work and theological backgrounds 
aiming to mobilise and motivate the church to become involved in social action as a 
part of their witness.  

This past year we have been training leaders and pastors in the church about how they 
can help to keep their own congregations and communities safer, helping them to 
think about how they can practically address human trafficking and the many issues 
connected to it such as sexual abuse and domestic violence. We have a team of local 
people who raise awareness in schools, churches and communities. We are also 
helping churches to develop child protection policies and have started to train our staff 
to provide counselling for fathers who have been committing domestic violence.’  

If you would like to hear more about their work and have opportunity to chat to them 
over lunch, we will be holding a ‘bring and share lunch’ following the morning service 
at either Matt & Kirsty’s house or the church (depending on numbers interested). 
Please put your name down on the sign-up sheet by Sunday 3rd June if you would like 
to attend.  



Mission Committee 

 

Several members of the Mission Committee will be stepping down this summer having 
served for several years and we are very grateful to Mike Lane (who has chaired and 
been secretary since the mid-2000s), Helen Willis, Philip Lowe and Ruth Turner for all 
they have done in promoting the work of mission at St. Mary’s. If you have a passion 
for mission and would like to serve on the committee or find out what is involved, 
then please speak to a member of the clergy. 
 

Annual Parish Church Meetings 
 

At our annual meetings held on 23rd April 2018 the following were elected to serve at 
St. Mary’s: 
 

Churchwardens: Richard Cilvert and Kay Pountney 
Deputy wardens: Graham Heath and Claire Lowe (appointed 14th May) 
PCC: Andy Beales and Steve Scott and a vacancy 
Deanery Synod: one vacancy 
 

Some places remain unfilled and so we are still looking to appoint a deanery synod 
representative and a PCC member. If you would be interested in serving in either of 
these posts or want to find out more about what may be involved, please speak to a 
member of the clergy or one of the wardens. Please pray that we may find the right 
people to fill these important roles in the life of our church. We are very grateful to 
those who have served in various capacities and have now stepped down and there 
will be an opportunity to express our thanks in the coming weeks. 
 

Maintenance Fellowship 
 

On Saturday 2nd June, a team are getting together again to work on our bi-annual 
maintenance tasks. At least 10 volunteers are needed for light work only. 
Refreshments, lunch and priceless fellowship are always included! If you can only 
manage a half day, do please still come as every little bit of help will be appreciated. 
 

Neil McLean & Les Worley 
 

Mid Africa Concern (MAC) Strawberry Tea 
 

St Mary’s will be hosting the annual MAC Strawberry Tea on 
Saturday 16th June commencing at 2:00pm.   
 

Rita Miller, a wonderful supporter, who has recently returned 
from Uganda will be presenting a rolling PowerPoint.  
She is a very interesting and exciting person to talk to and will 
be available to answer any questions. 
 

The cost will be £5 per person or £15 per family (to include 2 adults and 2 children).   
 

Various items will be on sale and all proceeds will go to Potters Village, Kagando & 
Kiziizi Hospitals in Uganda.  A sign-up list is now available at the back of church. 
 



Evening of Celebration 

 

To All Leaders & Helpers involved in our children’s and families work including: 
Baptism Preparation, Bibles and Babies, Holiday Club, Open the Book, Powerhouse, 
Glitter and Glo, Tiny Church and Toddlers 
  

THANK YOU for all you do in supporting and encouraging our wide and varied 
ministry. 
  

Please remember to come along to Bell Street Hall on Thursday 21st June at 7.45pm 
for an evening of celebration and review as we look at what we do, identify if there 
are any ways we can work closer together, see if there are any gaps in what we do and 
to encourage and pray for one another. 
 

Look forward to seeing you there! Sue 
 

Crèche 
 

Powerhouse is growing younger!    
 

From the beginning of May, we will be starting a crèche in the 
prayer chapel during the Sunday morning services on the 1st 2nd 
and 3rd Sundays of the month.  
 

The crèche will follow the same theme as Powerhouse and will 
involve play, sharing a bible story and making a simple craft.  
 

For now, the crèche will be unsupervised but each week parents 
are welcome to use the prepared material with their children.  
 

We hope to build a team of volunteers to run the crèche on a rota basis so if you think 
you could help with this wonderful ministry, please speak to either Sue or myself.  
We would love to hear from you!  Kirsty Houghton 
 
 

Women’s Prayer Breakfast 
 

The next Women’s Prayer Breakfast will be on  
Saturday 9th June 9.00 – 10.30am in Church. 
Theme: GOLD 
 
We will meet at 9am for a wonderful breakfast, with lots of 
coffee, and there will be the opportunity to meditate quietly 
at a prayer station, to pray alone, or in groups.  
 
There is no expectation to pray out loud! Then we’ll reconvene for more coffee, and 
depart at 10.30am, considerably more holy and certainly more caffeinated.  
At least, that is the plan… 
 
Please contact Kate Gowen on 01245 472112 for any further details and please sign-up 
on the sheet at the back of church in the Welcome Corner, for number purposes only. 
 
 
 



Tiny Church 
 

Tiny Church happens on the second Thursday each month in St Mary’s Centre 
between 1.45pm and 2.45pm and is aimed at preschool children and their families. 
We have mums, grandparents, nannies and friends all bringing the children along and 
it is wonderful to be able to help families worship God in a simple way which is 
accessible to them. 
 

There are usually 10-12 children plus adults and our fantastic Tiny Church Team and 
the session has a great feel to it. We are told the children love it, talk about it and are 
keen to come – and we love seeing them and helping them on their faith journey. If 
you have preschool children and would like to come, you will be most welcome – just 
turn up – you will receive a very warm welcome.  
 

Our next session is Thursday 14th June and our LAST SUMMER TERM DATE 2018 will 
be THURSDAY: 12th July. 
 

If you want to know more then please speak to: Sue Finch (473143) or Kirsty Houghton 
(475724). We look forward to seeing you there  
 

‘Showstoppers’ Holiday Club 2018 
  

Calling all theatre “luvvies” with a little spare time on their 
hands Tuesday 31st July to Friday 3rd August. 

 

We are very excited that Holiday Club is on again this year 
and very grateful to the orchestra of volunteers, but we need 

some additional cast members please. 
 

Front of house: 
Can you prepare & serve refreshments at 10.30am each 

morning? 
 

Stagehands: 
Can you help run crafts between 10.30am and 11.30am each day? 

 

Cast: 
Can you help to supervise the campers, 8.45am to 12.30am each day? 

 

We would love to hear from you, whether you can help one day or all four. Contact 
the Producer, Elizabeth Podd at elizabethpodd@aol.com or on 07971 677997 

 
 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
 

 

The next Men’s Prayer Breakfast will be on 
Saturday 23rd June 9.00 – 10.00am in Church.  
 
All men welcome! 
Please contact Steve Scott on 01245 473419 for any further 
details. 
 

 
 

mailto:elizabethpodd@aol.com


Church Diary for June 
 

   Friday 1st      11:00am 24/7 Prayer Space with Church Open 
 7.00pm Bellringing in Church 
Saturday 2nd   Spring Maintenance Day 
Sunday 3rd June – The First Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Holy Communion & Powerhouse 
 11.30am Christian Aid 2nd hand book sale in Church 

 6.30pm Gt Baddow Team Service Licensing of Sue Finch as 
Associate Minister 

 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 
Monday 4th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 5th   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 6th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 7.45pm Crossfire meet at Ben & Nicki’s 
Thursday 7th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
  Café Club visiting Perrywood’s 
 11.30am Church Open until 2.00pm 
 7.00pm Wedding Rehearsal in Church 
Friday 8th  11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 7.00pm Bellringing in Church 
Saturday 9th  9.00am Women’s Prayer Breakfast in Church 
Sunday 10th June – The Second Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 

 10.00am Morning Praise with Mission Focus on CMS & 
Powerhouse 

 6.30pm Encounter…with Holy Communion 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 
Monday 11th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.00am Bibles & Babies meet at each other’s home 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 12th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 12.30pm Wedding of Daniel Staines & Rebecca Molton 
Wednesday 13th   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 

 
 



Thursday 14th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Café Club in church 
 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
 1.45pm Tiny Church in Church Centre 
Friday 15th  11.30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
 7.45pm Choir Practice in church 
Saturday 16th  2.00pm MAC Strawberry Tea in Church 
Sunday 17th June – The Third Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Holy Communion & Powerhouse 
 6.30pm Encounter… 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 
Monday 18th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am MAC pack in Bell St Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 19th    8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 7.30pm Book Club in Church 
 7.45pm St Mary’s Playschool PSA meeting in Bell St Hall 
Wednesday 20th   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
Thursday 21st   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11.30am Church Open until 2.00pm 
 7.00pm Wedding Rehearsal in Church 
 7.45pm Review Meeting in Bell St Hall 
Friday 22nd  11.30am Church Open until 2.00pm 
 7.00pm Silent bellringing Practice 
Saturday 23rd 9.00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast in Church 
 1.30pm Wedding of Ed Bowden & Julie Hancock 
Sunday 24th June – The Fourth Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Family Service 
 6.30pm Encounter…with Holy Communion  
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 
Monday 25th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.00am Bibles & Babies meet at each other’s home 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 26th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 27th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 



Thursday 28st  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Café Club in church 
 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
Friday 29th  11.30am Church Open until 2.00pm 
 7.00pm Silent bellringing Practice 
  Pathfinder Weekend Away 
Saturday 30th  11.00am St Mary’s Playschool Summer Fayre 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Church Office 
Hours of Opening:  
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday:    9:30am to 12:30pm, 1:45pm to 3:00pm 
Wednesday & Friday          9:30am to 12:30pm                         
Tuesday evenings                   7:00pm to 8:00pm  

        (wedding enquiries by appointment only)      01245 477501 
Email: stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com         Website: www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk 
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