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July 2016 
Dear Brother and sisters 
 
It is hard to believe that we are now completing our third year of Open the Book, where we are 
given opportunity to take weekly assemblies in the Baddow Hall schools. The committed and 
talented team have acted out over 50 Bible stories and enjoyed every one of them! It is such a 
privilege to be able to bring to life the stories for the children and to build relationships with 
them over a prolonged period of time. I have been surprised how many of the stories the 
children remember. It’s lovely to be recognised by the children around the village, though I’m 
sure it causes some consternation to some parents when their children talk to apparent 
strangers! 
Here are some of the comments from the team as to why they like to be involved in OTB: 
‘I do Open the Book because I love working with children and feel that we must continue to tell 
the wonderful stories from the bible’ 
‘I enjoy Open the Book as it is lovely to tell the stories to children who may not otherwise hear 
them. They obviously enjoy them and I have had some good feedback from my granddaughter 
and her friends.’ 
‘Presenting Bible stories to children the way we do has a lot more impact than just reading 
them. I think they enjoy the acting-out, especially when there’s some real action, like this 
morning with the king tearing up the scroll and soldiers marching in and out …all a bit of 
memorable fun! Open the Book will stick in their memories and hopefully plant ‘seeds’ of 
enquiry. At least Christianity can’t be seen as dull!’ 
‘I have really enjoyed doing Open the Book in school with others in the team because, as a 
teacher, I know how hard it is for non-Christian staff to teach stories they don’t really know 
themselves. What has surprised me is the fun we have had and the impact the Living Word has 
had on the children and teachers. We have seen the Lord make a difference!’ 
We go into the schools once a week on a Tuesday morning and meet alternately at 8.20 
(Juniors) or 8.30 (Infants) to have a quick run through of the script which is sent out in advance 
although no one learns any lines! With a few props it is amazing how quickly it comes together 
and we are all on our way by 9.20. Most of the team do 2 sessions a month but the rota is 
always flexible! 
If you would like to know more about OTB or are interested in joining the team then please 
don’t hesitate to speak to me. 
Thank you for all your support over the last three years, please continue to pray for this 
important area of ministry to our community 
 
Revd Sue Finch 
Curate 
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Welcome Matt, Kirsty, Reuben and Hannah. 
Meet Matt Houghton our new curate in the Great 
Baddow Team Ministry. Matt was ordained on 
Saturday 25 June at Chelmsford Cathedral by Bishop 
Stephen.  
 
Matt was born in Burnley, Lancashire and brought up 
by his mum and dad with his younger brother in a 
Christian home. Following what he describes as a 
period of rebelling against his parents’ faith during his 
teenage years Matt eventually made a decision to 
follow Christ when he was 17.  
 
Matt has been a church youth worker serving 
churches across mainstream denominations and has 
worked for a para-church Christian youth charity.  
 
Matt’s call to ordained ministry started when he was 21 during a year at Bible college. In his 
mid-thirties he again felt this gentle 'nudge' whilst attending a Fresh expression of Church. He 
has a passion for discipleship and equipping Christians to use their gifts in their calling. In his 
spare time Matt enjoys watching films, football and listening to music.  
 
Matt is married to Kirsty and they have two children, Reuben and Hannah. Please pray for them 
as they settle into their new home. Matt’s contact details are:  45 Riffhams Drive. Tel: 475724 
Email: matthoughton1@hotmail.co.uk  
 

St Mary’s Events 
2 July - MAC Strawberry Tea 

 
St Mary’s will be hosting the MAC Strawberry Tea on Saturday, 2nd 
July commencing at 2:00pm.  The cost will be £5 per person or £15 
per family (to include 2 adults and 2 children).  Various items will 
be on sale and all proceeds will go to Mid Africa Concern for work 
in Uganda.  Invitations and notices advertising the event will be 
available shortly in church. 

16 July - Little 2 Big Voices Summer Concert – supporting MAC 
A concert supporting Mid Africa Concern will 
take place at St Mary’s Church on Saturday, 16th 
July @ 3:00pm featuring The Junior Performing 
Group (ages 7 – 11) and The Performing Group 
(ages 12 – 18).  This concert will be directed by 
Jane Parker with Edward Montgomery as 
accompanist.  Tickets are adults £5, children up to 16, £4. To book  07952 610223 or from the 
Church Office.  

mailto:matthoughton1@hotmail.co.uk
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26 July – 29th July A Whale of a Tale – Holiday Club 
Holiday Club 2016 begins with a service in St Mary’s on Sunday 
July 24th. It will run for 100 primary school children from 9:15am 
to 12:15pm, Tuesday 26th to Friday 29th July, with a closing 
service on the 31st. 
 

Registration forms are available either from the Church Office or 
available at www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk.  Registration forms 
and payments are to be returned to the Church Office. Cost is £12 
per first child for the week with subsequent siblings at £10 each.  
Cheques payable to’ St Mary’s Church’.  Support is needed in the 
following areas: 
 Pray for the leaders, Phil, Sue, Lynsey and for the helpers 
 Blue & grey knitting wool, clear water bottles, empty tissue 

boxes & fruit/vegetable nets.  Collect whales/dolphins/other fishy things to decorate the 
church on 25 July and paint the scenery 

 Pray for the children and that they continue on their faith journey over the summer and 
onwards 

 Help to move chairs ready for holiday club and back on Friday 29 July 
 Help to take decorations down, Sunday 31st in the afternoon  
 

For further information or offers of help, please contact Elizabeth Podd: 
elizabethpodd@aol.com or 01245 460018 or The Church Office – contact details at the end of 
this newsletter. 
 
Holiday Club Prayer 2016 – Whale of a Tale. 
Heavenly Father, 
Thank you that you loved Jonah and rescued him.  
Thank you that you gave Jonah a message of your love for everyone. 
Thank you that you sent Jesus to rescue us and show us how much you love us. 
Help us to share that message of your love with others. Amen. 
 
10 September - Ride & Stride  
“Ride and Stride” is an event in aid of Friends of Essex Churches which involves walking or 
cycling to as many Churches as possible in Essex on a sponsored basis. Half of the funds raised 
by members of our Church come back to St Mary’s to pay for repairs and maintenance. The 
other half goes to the Friends to help other Churches in Essex. 
It doesn’t matter how many Churches you visit as long as you get plenty of sponsorship money! 
We hope that as many people as possible will get on their bikes or on their feet to take part in 
2016. Please note the date in your diaries and, although it is couple of months away, please 
start getting sponsors lined up. Stephen Foakes is coordinating “Ride and Stride” for St Mary’s. 
In August, sponsorship forms will be available at the back of Church in the welcome corner.  
Stephen is very happy to answer any questions about the event after morning service. He can 
also be contacted on Tel: 01245 603292 or email: Stephen_foakes@btinternet.com for further 
information and sponsorship forms. 

http://www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk.
mailto:elizabethpodd@aol.com
mailto:Stephen_foakes@btinternet.com
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Church Diary for July 2016 
   
Friday 1st 11:00am 24/7 Prayer Space 
 11:30am Church open until 2:00pm 
 7:45pm Bell ringing in church 
Saturday 2nd  2:00pm MAC Strawberry Tea in Church 
Sunday 3rd July 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
  No Morning Service Sue Finch ordination in Ingatestone 
 6:30pm Encounter… with Holy Communion 
Monday 4th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Bibles & Babies in Bell St. Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer Meeting in Church 
Tuesday 5th 8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
Weds 6th 8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Coffee Pot in Bell St Hall 
Thursday 7th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Café Club in church 
 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
Friday 8th  11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 7:45pm Bell Ringing in Church 
Sunday 10th July 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Morning Praise 
 6.30pm Encounter …with Holy Communion 
Monday 11th     8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am MAC in Bell Street Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer Meeting in Church 
 8:00pm PCC in Bell St Hall 
Tuesday 12th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 11:00am St Mary’s Playschool end of term service in church 
Wednesday 13th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 10.00am Holy Communion 
Thursday 14th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
Friday 15th  11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
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Saturday 16th 3:00pm Little 2 Big Voices concert in Church 
Sunday 17th July 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Holy Communion 
 6:30pm Encounter… 
Monday 18th    8:30am Prayer Meeting for Holiday Club in Church 
 9:30am Bibles & Babies in Bell St. Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer Meeting in Church 
Tuesday 19th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Bell Street Hall 
 10:00am Baddow Hall Infants end of term service in Church 
 7:30pm Book Club in Church 
Wednesday 20th   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
Thursday 21st  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
Friday 22nd  11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
Sunday 24th July – Holiday Club until 31st July 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Holiday Club Opening Family Service 
 6:30pm Crossfire Service 
Monday 25th   No Morning Prayer until 5 September 
  No Prayer Meeting in Church until 5 September 
Tuesday 26th 9:15am Holiday Club in Church 
Wednesday 27th 9:15am Holiday Club in Church 
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell St Hall 
Thursday 28th 9:15am Holiday Club in Church 
Friday 29th  9:15am Holiday Club in Church 
Sunday 31st July 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Holiday Club Closing Family Service 
 6:30pm Meditative Holy Communion 
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Other Forthcoming Events 
 
8 July - Fizz and Flowers  
St Michael’s Church, Woodham Walter is hosting a Flower Festival around the theme of ‘Floral 
Fairy Tales’.  It takes place from Friday 8th to Monday 11th July, open daily 10:00am to 6:00pm 
(Sunday 11:00am to 6:00pm).  Refreshments will be available.  For further information and 
tickets, contact either Sally Bull on 01245 227908 or Jane Weedon on 01245 226469 
 
16 July – The J’s Hospice Fundraising Sponsored Walk 
The Rotary Club of Chelmsford is supporting the J’s Hospice by organising a fundraising 
sponsored walk from the Old Manse, 3 Roxwell Road, Chelmsford, CM1 2LY to Writtle and back - 
a distance of about 3 miles. Walkers are asked to meet at 9:15am for a 9:30am start. Breakfast 
treats and coffee will be served.  Minimum sponsorship is £10 per adult, £5 per child.  Contact: 
Paul Beasley-Murray on paulbeasleymurray@gmail.com or Zoe Butler on 
zoe.butler@thejshospice.org.uk or 01245 407378.  Please book before 11 July. 
 
16 July - Writtle Singers: Sounds and Sweet Airs  
Writtle singers join in the national celebrations with a diverse array of music for Shakespeare 
featuring settings of his sonnets and songs from four centuries.  
Venue: All Saints Church, Writtle, CM1 3EN 
Date: Saturday 16 July 2016 
Time: 7:30pm 
Cost is £12 adults, £5 full time students and under 16s free 
Book online at www.writtlesingers.org   Further information at back of church. 
 
17 September – The Royal School of Church Music (RSCM) 
You are invited to join the RSCM for their 2016 Area Choral Festival; to be held in The Cathedral 
School, Chelmsford on Saturday 17 September commencing at 10:00am.  Andrew Reid, Director 
of the RSCM (formerly sub-organist at Westminster Abbey) will lead the day. 
For further details and application visit www.rscm-eel.org.uk  or email admin@rscm-eel.org.uk  
 
15 October - Essex Christian Healing Trust  
The ECHT is holding their Autumn Conference on Saturday, 15 October 2016 between 10:00am 
and 4:00pm at the Harold Wood Methodist Church. The speaker is Lin Button, Pastoral Minister 
at All Saints Church, Woodford Wells.  Booking details and further information will be available 
shortly. Contact: Jenny & Sidney Arthur 

mailto:paulbeasleymurray@gmail.com
mailto:zoe.butler@thejshospice.org.uk
http://www.writtlesingers.org
http://www.rscm-eel.org.uk
mailto:admin@rscm-eel.org.uk
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Reflections on Songs of Praise 
 
For the special service for Coffee Pot and Café Club last month, I chose the hymn ‘Abide with 
me’ and made an introduction to it. In my recollections at Songs of Praise I realised that I had 
not introduced the hymn and this short article is to correct that. The story begins with my 
experience as a family evacuee with my brother to Brixham.  There are two churches in 
Brixham; one larger church in the main town and another at Higher Brixham about a mile to the 
south.  My brother and I attended our local church at Higher Brixham.  We stayed with an aunt 
in what as I remember was the last house in the village.  My memories of this are very clear 
although it is more than seventy-five years ago. 
 
Henry Francis Lyte who wrote ‘Abide with me’ was born in Scotland at Ednam near Kelso in 1793 
and studied at Trinity College Dublin and was appointed to the Anglican ministry in 1815. For 
some time, he held a curacy in Taghmon near Wexford.  In April1824 he became vicar in the 
parish of Lower Brixham and was the incumbent for many years until his health declined. He 
was known as a conservative evangelical. In the 1840s he spent much of his time in the south of 
France.  
 
Visitors to Brixham will be aware of the tune as it is regularly played on the church bells of the 
larger church in the main town. As the 20th Century hymnologist Erik Routley stated: ‘the 
romantic hymn of all hymns is the immensely personal yet, as it has proved, wholly universal 
hymn ‘Abide with me’’.  Indeed, it is said to have been on the lips of Edith Cavell as she faced a 
German firing squad. 
 
After his last service, Lyte penned his most famous hymn ‘Abide with Me’ after watching the sun 
set over Torbay. He died just two weeks later on 20th November 1847 in Nice, southern France, 
and was buried there.  The memory of him lives on some 170 years since he wrote this hymnal 
masterpiece. 
 
I trust that this has enabled those who attended the service to have a better appreciation of 
Henry Francis Lyte and this wonderful hymn. 
 
John Glasgow 
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Church Office contact details: 
 

01245 477501  
stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com 

www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk 
 

mailto:stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com
http://www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk

