
 

Inspire 
 

 
 July 2017 
 

Dear brothers and sisters, 
 

I had the great privilege and pleasure to be part 
of the small team from St Mary’s who visited 
Kenya in 2012 to begin to establish links with St 
Thomas’ Cathedral at Kerugoya. It is very fitting 
that this month we now are playing host to 4 
members of the Cathedral team as we look to 
further those links and find mutual ways we can 
support and encourage one another in our 
Christian lives and ministries. 
 

My overriding memories of my time in Kenya are of heat, hospitality and hope. 
 

Heat – it was very hot! The sun was relentless and shade was a premium. We used to 
look very hot and bothered and covered in the dry red mud, whereas the Kenyan’s 
would always arrive in their brightly coloured clothes, looking fresh.  I remember many 
of the children wearing balaclavas because for them it was the cold season! Let’s hope, 
for our visitor’s sake, that the hot weather continues so that they can enjoy the heat 
and not experience too many grey days. 
 

Hospitality – Although the Kenyan’s had materially little they always shared so 
generously what they had. Everywhere we visited we were provided amazing 
refreshments, often involving sausages, boiled eggs and jam sandwiches. Our drivers 
were so caring and thoughtful too, as they wanted everything to be right for us and 
give us the best experience possible. My hope is that our visitors will experience the 
same sense of welcome and care as we share our hospitality. We who have so much, 
have much to learn from the generosity of those who have less.  
 

Hope – As part of our itinerary we visited many local church initiatives including 
schools, pharmacies, an orphanage and an outreach project offering those in the rural 
communities improved ways of farming so to increase their yield and provide surplus 
foods for sale. It was interesting to observe how the hope they had in Christ was 
worked out in practical ways within their communities to give all a hope and a future. 
There will be opportunity for our visitors to observe how we fulfil the same purpose 
but in a very different context and setting.  
 

Our hope for the visit is that we will enjoy spending time with, and learn from, our 
brothers and sister in Christ; encourage each other in the ways we serve Him in our 
local settings and be enriched in our worship together as the body of Christ.  



Please pray for the visit – for health, for the logistics, for the hospitality, for strong 
relationships to be formed and for the future development of the link. 
 

‘so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of 
another.’ (Romans 12:5) 
 

Revd Sue Finch, Assistant Curate 
 

Confirmation 
 

A Confirmation Service will be held on Sunday 12th November 
at Meadgate Church.  
 
Any adults or young people who may be interested in being 
confirmed at this service, please contact Philip or Sue.  
 
 
 
 

Home Groups in St Mary’s 
 

Are you in a home group? Are you looking for a home group or 
want to find out more about them in St. Marys? 
 

In this year when Bishop Stephen is encouraging us to think 
seriously about how we purposefully seek to grow as disciples, 
being a member of a home group can provide a good foundation 
for growing together as the body of Jesus Christ. 
 

In a large congregation, home groups can help us find a place where we can build 
relationships with a smaller number of people and support one another as we seek to 
learn what it means to be a Christian. Steve and Mandy Briars’ book called 
‘Homegroups: An authentic guide’ give several reasons why we should meet in groups; 
To encourage and learn from one another, study the Bible and apply it to our lives, 
worship God together and pray and support one another. 
 

I want to thank leaders for their commitment and leading of home groups and the time 
and effort they give to the people in their groups. If any existing home group leaders 
would like to discuss practicalities or ideas for study material, then please do speak to 
me. If there is enough interest from leaders for some training, then I would be happy to 
explore this in the future.  I do have resources which I can recommend to help. 
 

If you are looking for a group, then please do speak to me and I will try to help.                              
I appreciate some groups are well established and unable to take new people.                    
A list of St. Marys home groups is on the notice board at the back of church.                        
There is always a need for new groups so please do speak to me if you would be 
interested in starting a new group. 
 

Revd Matt Houghton, Assistant Curate – 01245 475724  
Email: matthoughton1@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 

mailto:matthoughton1@hotmail.co.uk


Church Open  
 

 

Thursday & Fridays 11.30am – 2.00pm 
 

An extract from our visitor’s book reads: 
 

“My first visit to England and Great Baddow.  Fortunate to find the 
Church open. Thanks to the staff who located the grave of Joseph 
Aldridge who was a tanner in Great Baddow.  A special day for me. 
Thank you for your wonderful hospitality.       
Ann Rutledge.” 
 

This extract testifies to a moving experience that can occur during Church Opening.  
The above visitors from Australia stayed for 2 hours soaking up the atmosphere of St. 
Mary’s where in 1828 Ann’s ancestor Joseph was once a Churchwarden. He lived in 
Baddow House. His son decided to emigrate to Australia and took an ex-convict who 
had been transported there as his wife. He did well in business and built an imposing 
house in Queensland which he named Baddow House and which still stands to this 
day. As Ann says above “Fortunate to find the Church open” as indeed it was but 
perhaps it was meant to be.      
DM on behalf of Thursday Church Open Team 
 

P.S. Recent visitors include those from the USA and Norway. 
 
 

Little 2 Big Voices Summer Concert 
 
 

Saturday 15th July @ 3.00pm 
A summer concert supporting Mid Africa 
Concern (MAC) will take place at St Mary’s 
Church on Saturday, 15th July @ 3:00pm 
featuring The Junior Group (ages 7 – 11) 
and The Performing Group (ages 12 – 18).  
This concert will be directed by Jane Parker.  
 
Tickets Adults £5, £4 children up to 16.  To book:  07952 610223 or from the Church 
Office.  www.little2bigvoices.com 
 
 

CAP money: Course 
 
 

Do you find it difficult sometimes to manage your money? 
 

A CAP (Christians Against Poverty) money course is 
starting on Wednesday 12th July at  
St Paul’s Church, Loftin Way, 2.00 – 4.00pm  
run by Revd Phil Sheldrake. 
 

This is a free course to help you manage your money better and learn to budget, save 
and spend well. 
To book your place, please telephone 01245 269026. 
 

http://www.little2bigvoices.com


                                                                                                                    

Tiny Church 
 

For pre-school children, meeting for Summer term in the Church Centre between 
1.45pm and 2.45pm for a time of singing, bible story, craft activity and refreshments all 
aimed at pre-school children. 
 

LAST SUMMER TERM DATE 2017: Thursday 13th July 
 

If you want to know more then please speak to Sue Finch (473143) or Kirsty Houghton 
(475724). Look forward to seeing you there  
 

 ‘The Story Keepers’ Holiday Club 2017 
  
 

Holiday Club 2017 for 5yr (Reception) – 11yrs will be held on:  
Sunday 30th July - Sunday 6th August 
 

Booking are now being taken. Please pick up booking forms 
from the Church Office. £14 for 1st child, £12 for subsequent 
children. 
 

Holiday Club preparation is well underway and we have an 
exciting programme for the children of games, songs, crafts and 
stories about Jesus. 
 

We will need help to decorate the church in Roman style on Saturday 29th July.  
 

If you feel you can help please contact Elizabeth Podd by email: 
elizabethpodd@aol.com or by telephone: 07971 677997. 
 

Ride and Stride 
 
Saturday 9th September - A Note for your diaries! 
 

“Ride and Stride” is an event in aid of Friends of Essex Churches 
which involves walking or cycling to as many Churches as possible 
in Essex on a sponsored basis. Half of the funds raised by members 
of our Church come back to St Mary’s to pay for repairs and 
maintenance. The other half goes to the Friends to help other 
Churches in Essex. 
It doesn’t matter how many Churches you visit as long as you get plenty of sponsorship 
money! 
 

We hope that as many people as possible will get on their bikes or on their feet to take 
part in 2017. Please note the date in your diaries and, although it is couple of months 
away, please start getting sponsors lined up. Stephen Foakes is coordinating “Ride and 
Stride” for St Mary’s. In August, sponsorship forms will be available at the back of 
Church in the welcome corner.  
 

Stephen is very happy to answer any questions about the event. He can also be 
contacted on Tel: 01245 603292 or email: Stephen_foakes@btinternet.com for further 
information and sponsorship forms. 
    

mailto:elizabethpodd@aol.com
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Course in Christian Studies 
 

The Course in Christian Studies is a two-year course exploring the Christian Faith with 
others, delivered weekly in local centres around the diocese. CCS has a foundational 
first year and a more flexible second year and leads to the Bishop’s Certificate. 
 
Since it began in 1987, over 2500 lay people from Essex and N.E. London have joined 
the Course in Christian Studies.  
 
What has it given them?  
 
What could it give you? 
 

 The excitement of discovery and learning together: members bring their own 
varied stories and experiences and share them, finding new truth in 
themselves and in each other through lively discussion. 

 Knowledge of the Bible and of the huge riches of Christian tradition, nurtured 
by tutors and textbooks, and whetting members' appetite for more 
knowledge - but not providing all the answers. 

 Delight in that biblical and Christian tradition, finding in it a field for 
imaginative and practical exploration, for wonder and worship and decision. 

 Constructive Reflection on the Bible and tradition and on the contemporary 
world: The Course does not shirk the hard questions posed by the Church's 
history or by believing in God and seeking peace and justice today. 

 Spiritual Formation of both the local group and its individual members:  
the Course does not set out to convert or evangelise, but it is concerned with 
the whole life of prayer and activity and relationships - not just with the mind. 

 For those who desire it, the Course also provides a foundation for further 
education or training. This could be other local courses; it could be a degree 
or diploma. Or it could be training for a specific ministry in the Church 
including the ministry of: Reader, Pastoral Assistant, Lay Evangelist or Priest.  

 
 

There are two ways in which you can take the CCS: in local, face-to-face groups or for 
the first time, online in an interactive, password-protected group. 
 

Interested?  
You can find out more from students and tutors at a taster event for Chelmsford which 
will be held in the Diocesan Office, Friday 21st July 10.00am – 12.00 noon. 
 

Further details are on the notice board at the back of church or please speak to Philip 
or Sue.  
 
Application forms are available from the Church Office.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Church Diary for July 2017 
   
Sunday 2nd July – The Third Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10:00am Holy Communion 
 4.00pm Matt’s Ordination at All Saint’s Maldon (Ticketed event) 
 7.00pm Tea & refreshments to celebrate Matt’s Ordination 
Monday 3rd    8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.00am Bibles & Babies group meet in Bell St Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 4th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 5th 8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
Thursday 6th 8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Café Club in church 
 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
Friday 7th  11.00am 24/7 Prayer with Church Open 
 7.30pm Bellringing in church 
Saturday 8th 9.00am Women’s Prayer Breakfast in Church 
Sunday 9th July – The Fourth Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Morning Praise  
 4.00pm Switched On! Summer 
 6.30pm Encounter… with Holy Communion 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 
Monday 10th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am MAC pack in Bell St Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
 8.00pm Joint PCC & MLT meeting in Church 
Tuesday 11th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 12th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
Thursday 13th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 1.45pm Tiny Church in Church Centre 
Friday 14th  11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 6.00pm Cool Connection Club night in Church Centre 
 7.45pm Choir practice in Church 
Saturday 15th 3.00pm Little2Bigvoices Summer Concert in aid of MAC 

 
 
 



Sunday 16th July – The Fifth Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Holy Communion 
 6.30pm Encounter… 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 
Monday 17th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.00am Bibles & Babies group meet in Bell St Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 18th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 11.00am St Mary’s Playschool End of Year Service 
 7.30pm Book Club meet in Church 
Wednesday 19th       8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
Thursday 20th     8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Baddow Hall Infants End of Year Service 
 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
Friday 21st    11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
Sunday 23rd July – The Sixth Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Family Service with Baptisms of Hannah & Reuben  
 6.30pm Encounter…with Holy Communion 
Monday 24th   No Morning Prayer until 4th September 
  No Prayer Meeting in Church until 4th September 
Tuesday 25th  9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel  
Wednesday 26th  10:00am Holy Communion  
Thursday 27th 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
Friday 28th  11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
Sunday 30th July – The Seventh Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Holiday Club Opening Service 
 6.30pm Meditative Holy Communion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Church Office 
Hours of Opening:   01245 477501  
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday: 9:30am to 12:30pm, 1:45pm to 3:00pm 
Wednesday & Friday   9:30am to 12:30pm 
Tuesday evenings   7:00pm to 8:00pm (wedding applications only)  
Email: stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com          Web-site: www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk  
 

mailto:stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com
http://www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk


 
 

Book your place now to avoid disappointment! 
Booking forms are available via the Church Office  
or in the Welcome Corner at the back of Church. 

 


