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Dear friends, 
 

In our needy world it’s easy to feel overwhelmed by the problems presented to us in 
the news each day. Sometimes (or perhaps often!) we can struggle to know what 
difference we can make. As I read the bible, one thing I am reminded that we can all 
do is to pray.  
 

In the Old Testament Samuel interceded for God’s people as they faced trouble. The 
Israelites faced the threat of the Philistines, who had previously defeated them when 
God’s people hadn’t placed their trust in Him (1 Samuel 4). After confessing their sin, 
they heard that the Philistines were about to attack. This time, however, they asked 
Samuel to continue praying for them (1 Samuel 7:8), and the Lord answered clearly by 
throwing their enemy into confusion (v. 10). Though the Philistines may have been 
mightier than the Israelites, the Lord proved himself to be the strongest of them all.  
 

When we feel overwhelmed by the challenges facing those we love, and fear 
situations won’t change, we may be tempted to believe that the Lord will not act. But 
we should never underestimate the power of prayer, for our loving God hears our 
cries for help. We don’t know how He will move in response to our petitions, but we 
know that as our Father He longs for us to trust in His faithfulness and love. 
 

During the month of May we have an amazing opportunity to pray together.  
‘Thy Kingdom Come’ is a global prayer movement that invites 
Christians around the world to pray for more people to come to 
know Jesus.  And what started in 2016 as an invitation from the 
Archbishops of Canterbury and York to the Church of England 
has grown into an international and ecumenical call to prayer.  
www.thykingdomcome.global 
 

In the Gt. Baddow team we are planning a series of prayer 
events throughout the week, starting with the Ascension Day service at Meadgate 
church on Thursday 10th May and ending with the Pentecost praise at St. Marys on 
Sunday 20th May. Please see inside Inspire for further details of the times and dates of 
these prayer meetings and services.  
 

So, let’s be encouraged to pray and pray together because prayer builds faith in a God 
who wants to partner with us, so that his love can be shared with those in need in our 
community and beyond.  
 

Revd Matt Houghton 
Assistant Curate 
Great.Baddow team 

http://www.thykingdomcome.global


 

‘Thy Kingdom Come’ 

 

Once again, this year the 
Great Baddow Team 
Ministry will be participating 
in the Thy Kingdom Come 
prayer initiative. Thy 
Kingdom Come is a global 
prayer movement, which 
invites Christians around the 
world to pray between 
Ascension and Pentecost for 
more people to come to 
know Jesus Christ. What started out as an invitation from the Archbishops’ of 
Canterbury and York in 2016 to the Church of England has grown into an international 
and ecumenical call to prayer. During the ten days we will be holding a series of 
opportunities to pray together as a team in our three churches including: 
 
10th May 8pm   Ascension Day Service at Meadgate, The Orchards 
12th May 9.30am Prayer Kite Walk. Meeting in St. Mary’s Church Centre for a 

creative prayer kite making activity, then prayer walking to 
Baddow Rec to join the other churches for kite flying and a 
picnic. 

14th May 6.30am Men’s Prayer Breakfast at Meadgate, The Orchards 
followed by 24/7 prayer. 

                 7pm Praying the Lord’s Prayer at Meadgate The Orchards (no 
evening prayer meeting at St. Mary’s). 

16th May 8pm Prayer Stations at St. Paul’s. 
20th May 6.30pm Pentecost Praise at St. Mary’s.  
 
As in previous years we will also be producing a daily prayer booklet. If you would like 
some resources for prayer as a family Thy Kingdom Come have produced a variety of 
resources which can be downloaded from: 
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/prayerresources#families . 
 

Data Protection (GDPR) 
 
 

At the end of May, the law changes regarding the collection and holding of personal 
data. Like all churches St. Mary’s is required to comply with the new legislation.  
A letter explaining the changes and a consent form are now at the back of church in 
order to collect church members’ contact information in the appropriate manner.  
 

If you haven’t completed a form, please do so as soon as possible. 
 

If you have any questions about these changes please speak to the rector,  
Kay Pountney or Jacqui Pavey. 
 
 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/prayerresources#families


Mission Focus: Christian Aid 
 

Christian Aid Week 13th-19th May 
We are very grateful to Graham and Anne Heath for the way they have co-ordinated 
our Christian Aid collection each year. Now Graham and Anne have hung up their 
angel wings and as we have no one willing to take on this role we will be doing things 
slightly differently this year. There will be a sign-up sheet for people to offer to collect 
envelopes for particular roads and then return the envelopes after the collection to 
church. This year Christian Aid Week overlaps with Thy Kingdom Come so people could 
pray for the houses in the road where they are collecting as part of that prayer 
initiative. There will also be a second-hand book stall to raise funds for Christian Aid 
and more details about that in the lead up to CA week. 
 
The focus of Christian Aid this year is #StandTogether and CA writes: 
 
Poverty is an outrage against humanity. It robs people of their dignity and lets injustice 
thrive. But together we have the power to transform lives. Will you #StandTogether 
with us this Christian Aid Week (13-19 May 2018) to help families like those of Vilia. 
 
Vilia sheltered 50 of her neighbours during Hurricane Matthew. 
Vilia lost her mum and her home when the 
earthquake struck Port-au-Prince in 2010. 
Bereaved and homeless, she went back to 
her home town with her husband and 
children. But life was a struggle, and they 
had nowhere safe to live. Christian Aid 
partner KORAL built her a new home that 
was strong enough to stand up to natural 
disasters. 
 
On the terrifying night when Hurricane Matthew hit, Vilia’s neighbours fled to shelter 
with her. As the storm raged, she shared her home with more than 50 of her 
neighbours for several days. Despite the ferocity of the hurricane, which swept away 
surrounding homes, her house was barely damaged. 
Vilia allowed her home to become an emergency shelter when Hurricane Matthew 
struck Haiti. She is incredibly grateful for the help she’s received but worries about 
those without a secure home. Will you #StandTogether with your global neighbour 
Vilia and help to build hope in Haiti? There will be a short film about Vilia’s story in 
our worship on Sunday 13th May. 
 
We know how to make it happen – of the 700 houses we built after the 2010 
earthquake, just one needed to be repaired after Hurricane Matthew. But we’re 
relying on the kindness of people like you to be able to do more and reach more of our 
global neighbours in their hour of need. 
 
 



‘Kenya Visit 

There is the possibility of a visit to Kenya towards the end of October this year.  
If you would be interested in going as part of a small group from St. Mary’s or finding 
out more about it, please speak to either Philip Ritchie or Sue Finch. 
 

Annual Parish Church Meetings 
 

At our annual meetings held on 23rd April 2018 the following were elected to serve at 
St. Mary’s: 
 

Churchwardens: Richard Cilvert and Kay Pountney 
Deputy wardens: Graham Heath and a vacancy 
PCC: Andy Beales and Steve Scott and a vacancy 
Deanery Synod: one vacancy 
 

Some places remain unfilled and so we are still looking to appoint another deputy 
warden, a deanery synod representative and a PCC member. If you would be 
interested in serving in any of these posts or want to find out more about what may 
be involved, please speak to a member of the clergy or one of the wardens. Please 
pray that we may find the right people to fill these important roles in the life of our 
church. We are very grateful to those who have served in various capacities and have 
now stepped down and there will be an opportunity to express our thanks in the 
coming weeks. 
 

Maintenance Fellowship 
 

On Saturdays, 19th May and 2nd June, a team are getting together to work on our bi-
annual maintenance tasks. At least 10 volunteers are needed for each day for light 
work only. Refreshments, lunch and priceless fellowship are always included! If you 
can only manage half days, do please still come as every little bit of help will be 
appreciated. 
 

Neil McLean & Les Worley 
 

Crèche 
 

Powerhouse is growing younger! 
 

From the beginning of May, we will be starting a crèche in the prayer chapel during 
the Sunday morning services on the 1st 2nd and 3rd Sundays of the month.  
 

The crèche will follow the same theme as Powerhouse and will involve play, sharing a 
bible story and making a simple craft.  
 

For now, the crèche will be unsupervised but each week parents are welcome to use 
the prepared material with their children.  
 

We hope to build a team of volunteers to run the crèche on a rota basis so if you think 
you could help with this wonderful ministry, please speak to either Sue or myself.  
We would love to hear from you! 
 

Kirsty Houghton 



Forthcoming Dates for your Diary 

 
 

Saturday 16th June – 2.00pm MAC Strawberry Tea in Church    
 

Saturday 23rd June – 9.00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast in Church 
 

Tiny Church 
 

Tiny Church happens on the second Thursday each month in St Mary’s Centre 
between 1.45pm and 2.45pm and is aimed at preschool children and their families. 
We have mums, grandparents, nannies and friends all bringing the children along and 
it is wonderful to be able to help families worship God in a simple way which is 
accessible to them. 
 

There are usually 10-12 children plus adults and our fantastic Tiny Church Team and 
the session has a great feel to it. We are told the children love it, talk about it and are 
keen to come – and we love seeing them and helping them on their faith journey. If 
you have preschool children and would like to come, you will be most welcome – just 
turn up – you will receive a very warm welcome.  
 

Our next session is Thursday 10th May. 
 

 

SUMMER TERM DATES 2018:  
THURSDAYS: 10th May, 14th June, 12th July. 
 

If you want to know more then please speak to: Sue Finch (473143) or Kirsty Houghton 
(475724). We look forward to seeing you there  
 

Team GB at the Races 
 

Sunday 13th May is the annual Great Baddow Charity Races, starting and finishing at 
the Rec. The main race begins at 11am, but there’s lots going on beforehand.  
Last year, we got a small group together to help set up our ‘Great Baddow Churches’ 
gazebo & banner and to be around to chat and hand out chocolates before and after 
the race. It was such a good opportunity for us to be a visible church presence down at 
the races. I’ve chatted to one couple recently who, almost a year later, recalled our 
kindness and conversation.  
 

If you’re up for joining me again this year, then I’d love to hear your ideas as to how 
we can make our presence even more a part of the morning’s pre- & post-race 
gathering. We simply want to bless people and hand out information about our three 
churches.  
 

If you can’t make it along that morning, do pray 
that in being down at the races - or even taking 
part - our witness as a Benefice Team will continue 
to make a real difference across our village.  
Phil Sheldrake 01245 269026 or 
revphilsheldrake@gmail.com 
 

Alternatively, please write your contact details 
down on the sign-up list at the back of church. 
 

mailto:revphilsheldrake@gmail.com


 

‘Showstoppers’ Holiday Club 2018 
  

Calling all theatre “luvvies” with a little spare time on their 
hands Tuesday 31st July to Friday 3rd August. 

 

We are very excited that Holiday Club is on again this year 
and very grateful to the orchestra of volunteers, but we need 

some additional cast members please. 
 

Front of house: 
Can you prepare & serve refreshments at 10.30am each 

morning? 
 

Stagehands: 
Can you help run crafts between 10.30am and 11.30am each day? 

 

Cast: 
Can you help to supervise the campers, 8.45am to 12.30am each day? 

 

We would love to hear from you, whether you can help one day or all four. Contact 
the Producer, Elizabeth Podd at elizabethpodd@aol.com or on 07971 677997 

 

Church Diary for May 
 

   Tuesday 1st  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 2nd    8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 7.30pm Wedding rehearsal in church 
 7.45pm Crossfire meet at Ben & Nicki’s 
Thursday 3rd  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Café Club in church 
 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
Friday 4th     11:00am 24/7 Prayer Space with Church Open 
 7.00pm Bellringing in Church 
Saturday 5th  1.00pm Wedding of John Sullivan & Emma Walpole 
Sunday 6th May – The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Holy Communion & Powerhouse 
 4.00pm Songs of Praise 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 
Tuesday 8th   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 9th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 7.45pm Crossfire meet at Ben & Nicki’s 

mailto:elizabethpodd@aol.com


Thursday 10th  Ascension Day 
‘Thy Kingdom Come’ #PLEDGE2PRAY Week of Prayer 

 8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11.00am Funeral in church 
 12 noon Church Open until 2:00pm 
 1.45pm Tiny Church in Church Centre 
 8.00pm Holy Communion at Meadgate, The Orchards 
Friday 11th  11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 7.00pm Bellringing in Church 
Saturday 12th  9.30am ‘Prayer Kite Walk’ meet at Church Centre 
 10.00am Baptism Preparation in Church 
Sunday 13th May – The Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 8.00am Holy Communion 

 10.00am Morning Praise with Mission Focus on Christian Aid 
& Powerhouse 

 6.30pm Encounter…with Holy Communion 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 

Monday 14th  6.30am Men’s Prayer Breakfast at Meadgate, The 
Orchards 

 7.30am 24/7 Prayer at Meadgate, The Orchards 
 8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am MAC pack in Bell St Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 

 7.00pm ‘Praying the Lord’s Prayer’ at Meadgate, The 
Orchards 

 8.00pm PCC meeting in Bell St Hall 
Tuesday 15th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 7.30pm Book Club in church 
Wednesday 16th   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 8.00pm ‘Prayer Stations’ at St Paul’s, Loftin Way 
Thursday 17th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Café Club in church 
 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
Friday 18th  11.30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
 7.45pm Choir Practice in church 
Saturday 19th  9.00am Spring Maintenance Day 
Sunday 20th May - Pentecost 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Holy Communion & Powerhouse 
 6.30pm ‘Pentecost Praise’ at St Mary’s 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 



Monday 21st  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.00am Bibles & Babies group in Bell St Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 22nd   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 23rd   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 7.45pm Crossfire meet at Ben & Nicki’s 
Thursday 24th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11.30am Church Open until 2.00pm 
Friday 25th  11.30am Church Open until 2.00pm 
 7.00pm Silent bellringing training 
 7.30pm Wedding rehearsal in church 
Sunday 27th May – Trinity Sunday 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Family Service with baptisms 
 6.30pm Encounter…with Holy Communion  
Monday 28th  11.30am Wedding of Tom Bedwell & Amy Curties 
Tuesday 29th   Church Office Closed until Monday 4th June 
 8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 30th  10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
Thursday 31st  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Café Club in church 
 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 

 

Mid Africa Concern (MAC) Strawberry Tea 
 

St Mary’s will be hosting the annual MAC Strawberry Tea on 
Saturday 16th June commencing at 2:00pm.   
 

The cost will be £5 per person or £15 per family (to include 2 
adults and 2 children).   
 

Various items will be on sale and all proceeds will go to Potters Village in Uganda.   
 

A sign-up list will available shortly at the back of church. 
 

The Church Office 
Hours of Opening:  
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday:    9:30am to 12:30pm, 1:45pm to 3:00pm 
Wednesday & Friday           9:30am to 12:30pm                         
Tuesday evenings                   7:00pm to 8:00pm  

        (wedding enquiries by appointment only)      01245 477501 
Email: stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com         Website: www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk 

mailto:stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com
http://www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk

