
 

Inspire 
 

 
 October 2017 
 

Dear sisters and brothers, 
 

I can still remember the Michael Fish weather forecast on 
the night of 15th October 1987 telling us there was no 
hurricane on its way; I was a new curate in Chadwell St Mary 
at the time. I remember waking up the next morning to see 
the gable end of The Rectory lying in a heap of rubble in the rector’s garden. A friend 
across the road was a ‘Chippie’ and he spent the day with his chain saw cutting up 
felled trees and clearing driveways for neighbours. I remember a visit to Sevenoaks 
where six of the seven oaks that gave the town its name had been blown down.   
 

Shocking though the storm of 1987 was, its impact on our country was as nothing to 
the devastating effects of the hurricanes savaging the Caribbean and east coast of the 
United States this autumn. As I write this article BBC News is reporting that the island 
of Dominica has been savaged by hurricane Maria and her Prime Minister has declared 
‘we have lost all’. It is hard to imagine how some of these islands and their 
communities will ever recover from the impact of these storms.   
 

Nature has a way of reminding us that no matter how powerful we think we are there 
are still forces greater than us which we are helpless to resist. There is, however, a 
great deal of mounting evidence that we are contributing to the impact of these 
storms through climate change. Scientists point to the effect of rising sea levels and 
warming oceans contributing to increased flooding, fiercer storms and heavier rainfall. 
They are not claiming that climate change causes these storms, but that it makes them 
and their impact much worse. We may be helpless to resist the forces of nature but we 
are not helpless to act over those things that contribute to their intensity and impact. 
 

In Psalm 29 the psalmist reflects on the terrifying power of nature and finds himself 
driven in humility to recognise the might and sovereignty of God even over these 
forces. It was that same might revealed in the person of Jesus who demonstrated 
power even over storms and raging seas. So we are reminded of the awesomeness of 
the creator God we worship, we are encouraged to steward his creation and face up to 
the challenges facing our environment, and we are called to respond generously to the 
needs of those who find their lives devastated by the recent storms across our world. 

The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; 
    the LORD sits enthroned as king forever. 
 May the LORD give strength to his people! 

    May the LORD bless his people with peace!   
Ps 29:11&12 

With love and prayers, Philip, Team Rector 



Mission Focus Spot – Prisons Week 
 

PRISONS WEEK - A WEEK OF PRAYER:  8th - 14th OCTOBER 2017 
‘Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, 
but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.’ 
PHILIPPIANS 3 V12 (NIV) 
Foreword by The Most Rev. and the Rt Hon. the Archbishop of Canterbury: The 
Apostle Paul here speaks as someone who knows the pain of endurance and 
hopelessness. Tortured and beaten, in prison many times for his faith, he nonetheless 
spoke to fellow prisoners about the hope he had found in Jesus. He had started as 
offender, hurting and maiming others, but found forgiveness and new life in Jesus. Yet 
life did not magically grow easier; instead he had to learn to live with his past, and face 
an uncertain present of false accusations and persecution for his faith. He was 
someone kept alive by hope, who endured and persevered in the face of desperate 
circumstances. What better inspiration for all those connected to the criminal justice 
system, than Paul’s words? For the victims who struggle day by day to live with 
memories and scars, and hope for a better tomorrow; for the staff, who patiently 
come alongside broken men and women, and walk with them the slow road towards 
change; for prisoners themselves, trying to make sense of their lives, fighting against 
the scars and choices of the past and fear of the future; and for the families and 
friends of those in prison, faithfully visiting and supporting. Paul encourages all not to 
give up hope, but keep their eyes on the goal, keep going. Yet this isn’t about making 
efforts and working harder. It is about recognising that in Jesus, God has already ‘taken 
hold’ of us. That victims, prisoners, staff and families, are not walking this road alone, 
but God, who loves them, is ready to walk with them. In Prison Week, we stand in 
prayer with all who carry on in hope, that they would know they are loved by God and 
have the faith and courage to press on towards new life.  
 

The Prisons Week Prayer - Lord, you offer freedom to all people. We pray for those in 
prison. Break the bonds of fear and isolation that exist. Support with your love 
prisoners and their families and friends, prison staff and all who care. Heal those who 
have been wounded by the actions of others, especially the victims of crime. Help us to 
forgive one another, to act justly, love mercy and walk humbly together with Christ in 
his strength and in his Spirit, now and every day. Amen. 
 

Our Mission Focus on Sunday 8th October will be to encourage prayer for prisoners, 
victims of crime, their families, and those who work in prison and the criminal justice 
system.  
 

Prisons Week prayer leaflets with prayer topics for each day of the week will be 
available in church. 
 

There are several Christian organisations that minister to prisoners and their families 
including: 
Prison Fellowship run the Sycamore Tree Victim awareness course in many prisons. 
They also run Angel Tree, providing gifts for prisoners’ children at Christmas, and have 
a Letter writing programme. 
 



Daylight Christian Prison Trust have an active group who regularly go into Chelmsford 
Prison, taking Sunday services and running mid-week courses in Chelmsford and other 
prisons. They also have a letter writing ministry. 
 

Caring for Ex-Offenders (based at Holy Trinity Brompton) connects individuals leaving 
prison with local church communities in the area to which they are resettling. 
 

More information is available at the following websites: 
http://prisonsweek.org/ http://www.prisonfellowship.org.uk/ 
http://www.daylightcpt.org/ https://caringforexoffenders.org/ 
 

St Mary’s War Memorials 
 
 

Stephen Foakes has produced an excellent piece of research on the 
two War Memorials at the back of St. Mary’s Church. A copy of the 
portfolio is available to view at the back of church and in the church 
office and there will also be a copy on the church website. We are 
very grateful to Stephen for all his hard work on this project and are 
hoping to interview him about it during our Remembrance Sunday 
service. 
 

There are five war graves in St. Mary’s churchyard and the PCC has 
given permission to the Commonwealth War Graves Commission to put up a sign 
indicating their presence as part of a nationwide initiative. 
 

If anyone would like a copy of the research carried out so far by email, please let 
Stephen know. This is an ongoing project and as further information is obtained then 
the folders and website will be updated. 
 
 

Confirmation 
 

St. Marys are planning on running a Confirmation course for 
Pathfinders in Years 9 & 10. This course will meet on Sunday afternoons 
(before Pathfinders) from early October into November.  
The Confirmation Service will be held at Meadgate Church on the 
evening of Tuesday 21st November. 
Confirmation marks a point when you affirm your own faith into which you were 
baptised and is a public declaration of your intention to commit to following Jesus 
Christ in your life. 
The dates of the course will be on 8th and 15th October, 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th 

November in Bell St Hall, 5-6pm. Sue and Matthew, the curates at St. Marys, will be 
running the course. 
Attending the course does not necessarily mean that you have to be confirmed at the 
end, and at the first session we will explore more about what confirmation means. This 
will help those of you who aren’t sure to be able to ask questions at the first session 
and find out if it is for you without having to commit to the rest of the course.  
 

If you are interested in coming along to find out more or are definitely interested in 
attending the course, please let Matt by Sunday 1st October. 
 

Any other adults or young people who may be interested in being confirmed at this 
service, please contact Matt or Sue.  
 

http://prisonsweek.org/
http://www.prisonfellowship.org.uk/
http://www.daylightcpt.org/
https://caringforexoffenders.org/


Autumn Barn Dance / Ceilidh 
 

The Autumn Barn Dance is back! Saturday 7th October at 7.30pm.  
Music provided by the Gentlemen of Ceilidh. Please bring your own 
drinks and nibbles. Tickets are FREE and will be available at the back 
of church soon. Donations will be taken for the work of the Red 
Cross.  
A fabulous evening of excellent music, wonderful dancing, and the 
very best of company, suitable for all ages!  
For further details, contact Gill Ball 01245 475684 
 

Dementia Friends Information Session 
 

Tuesday 10th October 7.30pm at St Mary’s Church 
Dementia touches the lives of millions of people across the country.  
Dementia Friends is an Alzheimer’s Society initiative to change perceptions about 
dementia, increase understanding and learn more about how we can help those living 
with dementia in our community.  
The session will last for 60 minutes, it includes activities and all are welcome from St 
Mary’s, Meadgate and St Paul’s.  
For further information please speak to Alison Pegrum 477110 
 
 

Auction of Promises 
 

7.30pm Saturday 16th October at St. Mary’s 
Church 
Have fun and support Kagando Hospital, Uganda  
 

The MAC Group invite you, your family and friends 
to a fun auction with a difference.   
We’re not looking for you to bring along objects like Grannie’s best tea-cups from the 
loft but hope you’ll offer something practical you could do to be auctioned on the 
evening to the highest bidder – all proceeds going to this hard-working hospital in 
Uganda that is providing care the best they can to the community around them with 
far less resources than we have. 
 

To give you some idea of what you can bid for on the evening, at our auction two years 
ago, some of the first offers we had were: Promises of a drive for up to 3 people to 
Southend for some sea air; an offer of afternoon tea including sandwiches and 
homemade scones for up to 6 people; babysitting; ironing; a flower arrangement to be 
delivered for your special occasion; some exciting motor bike rides offered by a careful 
driver to auction! Similar or others would be greatly appreciated 
 

Please use your imagination and offer what you could promise to do – all offers to 
Sandy in person or by phone or to Chris Smith or Kari Speed-Andrews, then we can 
provide a list of all the lovely things you could bid for!   
We hope you’ll all come and support this evening with your promises and your 
presence.  Nibbles will be provided.  Please bring your own drinks and glasses.  

 



St. Mary’s Home Groups Autumn 2017. 
We are encouraging home groups to join with the church's teaching on the letter of 
James in the Autumn term and using the Lifebuilder study series booklet on the letter. 
 

James is a letter about putting our faith into action. It is a practical letter full of good 
wisdom and helps us understand how to achieve a right balance of faith and works. 
 

If you are interested in joining a home group please speak to Matt, a couple of groups 
have one or two spaces and would be keen on inviting new people. 
 
 

Bibles and Babies 
 

Bibles and Babies commences its new term in Bell Street Hall on 
Monday 11th September 9:00am – 11.30am with a welcome 
breakfast of tea and toast.   
The remaining dates for the Autumn Term are: Mondays: 
25th September, 9th October, 16th October, 
6th November, 20th November, 4th December in the Prayer Chapel, 18th December                                                                                                               

Tiny Church 
For pre-school children, meeting for Summer term in the Church Centre on Thursdays 
between 1.45pm and 2.45pm for a time of singing, bible story, craft activity and 
refreshments all aimed at pre-school children. 
 

AUTUMN TERM DATES 2017:  
THURSDAYS: 14th September, 12th October, 9th November, 14th December. 
 

If you want to know more then please speak to: 
Sue Finch (473143) or Kirsty Houghton (475724).  
We look forward to seeing you there  
 

Bible Sunday 
 

In 2017 in the U.K. we have never had so many ways to 
enjoy the Bible, from the King James to the Tabloid Bible, 
as well as the Bible as an E Book and a download or App.  
Sometimes  trying a different version will illuminate verses 
you think you knew well. 
 

One of the most exciting ideas that has taken off recently is the Journaling Bible which 
is perfect to use alongside practices such as Lectio Divina , Contemplation, and  for 
noting down ideas and thoughts that a passage of Scripture may bring to mind. Some 
of these Bibles include Verses and Pictures to colour enabling you to personalise your 
Bible and highlight particular verses creatively. Using colouring in may seem childish 
but it can force  you to slow down and take on what you're reading.   If you still have a 
CD player (in the car?) David Suchet has recorded an Audio Bible a long held ambition 
of his and beautifully read.  
 

On Bible Sunday I will be bringing a small selection of the many Bibles available for you 
to look at please come and have a look and I know it's too early but I will have The Real 
Advent Calendars as well. Sally Matthewson 
 



 Bookstall 
 

Thank you to everyone who has taken or donated books. If you 
have Spiritual books that you feel others would love to read please 
leave them on the bookstall and please feel free to take anything 
away that takes your eye. If you want to leave a small donation 
that's great. So far I have been able to give St Mary's £25 and CHESS £20 so thank you 
to all who have donated. Sally Matthewson 
 
 

Gravetalk 
 

Our three team churches will be holding the next session of Gravetalk on Wednesday 
29th November at 1.30pm in the coffee lounge at The Orchards, Meadgate. 
  

This is an opportunity to chat for an hour about matters related to death, funerals and 
bereavement with plenty of coffee and cake. There will be three brief talks about 
planning funerals, music at funerals and the hope that we have as Christians.  
There will also be available a separate prayer space for those who would like to sit 
quietly, pray and reflect.  
 

Here is what some of those who went along from St. Mary’s said about Gravetalk: 
‘It felt safe to let go in the setting and format of Gravetalk’. 
‘It was an opportunity to discuss intimate matters in a comfortable place’. 
‘A good opportunity to share feelings and experiences’. 
‘The questions were very helpful in opening up difficult and sensitive subjects’. 
‘The input from the clergy in the conversations and short talks was very helpful’. 
 
 

Christmas Gift Fair 
 

in aid of Friends of Essex Churches Trust 
Thursday 12th October 2017, 10am - 3pm at  Hylands House, Chelmsford, Essex CM2 
8WQ. Entrance £5 including coffee and biscuits. Light lunches and wine available. 
Christmas shopping in elegant surroundings - over 40 stalls  
    

Essex Christian Healing Trust 
 

Essex Christian Healing Trust Autumn Conference 
Saturday 21st October 2017 10am - 4pm 
Speaker: Revd John Ryeland (Christian Healing Mission)  
Venue: Hutton & Shenfield Union Church, Roundwood Avenue, Hutton, CM13 2NA  
Email essexhealing@aol.com for booking form.  
Any other information, please contact Jenny & Sidney Arthur. 
 

The Church Office 
Hours of Opening:   01245 477501  
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday: 9:30am to 12:30pm, 1:45pm to 3:00pm 
Wednesday & Friday   9:30am to 12:30pm 
Tuesday evenings          7:00pm to 8:00pm (wedding applications only)  
Email: stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com          Web-site: www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk  
 

mailto:essexhealing@aol.com
mailto:stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com
http://www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk


Church Diary for October 2017 
Sunday 1st October – The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 6.30pm A Celebration Service for Graham & Ruth Hamborg 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 
Monday 2nd      8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am MAC group parcel pack in Bell St Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 3rd  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 4th 8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 8.00pm Wedding rehearsal in Church 
Thursday 5th 8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Café Club in Church 
 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
Friday 6th  11.00am Church Open until 12.15pm 
 1.00pm Wedding of Thomas MaCinnes & Amy Hatcher 
 7.30pm Bellringing in church 
Saturday 7th 3.30pm Visiting Bellringers Peal Attempt 
 7.00pm St Mary’s Ceilidh / Barn Dance in Church 
Sunday 8th October – The Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Morning Praise with Focus Spot on Prisons Week 
 6.30pm Encounter… with Holy Communion 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 
Monday 9th 8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.00am Bibles & Babies group in Bell St Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
 8.00pm Standing Committee meeting 
Tuesday 10th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 7.30pm Dementia Awareness meeting in Church 
Wednesday 11th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 7.30pm ‘Youth Christianity Explored’ in Church 
Thursday 12th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 1.45pm Tiny Church in Church Centre 
Friday 13th   11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 7.30pm Bellringing in Church 
 7.45pm Choir Practice in Church 



Saturday 14th 7.00pm MAC Auction of Promises in Church 
Sunday 15th October – The Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Holy Communion 
 6.30pm Annual Memorial & Thanksgiving Service 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 
Monday 16th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.00am Bibles & Babies meet in Bell St Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 17th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 7.30pm Book Club in Church 
Wednesday 18th   8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 7.30pm ‘Youth Christianity Explored’ in Church 
Thursday 19th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Café Club in Church 
 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
Friday 20th  11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
Sunday 22nd October – The Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Family Service with Baptism 
 6.30pm Encounter… with Holy Communion 
Monday 23rd   8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 24th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 7.30pm Wedding Rehearsal in Church 
Wednesday 25th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
Thursday 26th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
Friday 27th  11:30am Church Open until 12.30pm 
 1.00pm Wedding of Adam Clements & Kerry Tebb 
Saturday 28th  5.00pm Glitter & Glo 
Sunday 29th October 2017 – The Last Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am All-age Communion Service 
 6.30pm Meditative Service in Bell St Hall 
Monday 30th 8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 31st  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 

 


