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Dear brothers and sisters, 
We are having our bathroom refurbished at The Rectory which has required a few 
structural changes. The wall separating the toilet and the bathroom has been removed 
to open up the space for a larger bathroom and what was the toilet door has been 
bricked up. The work has meant we have been without the upstairs loo for a couple of 
weeks, necessitating treks downstairs to the other end of the house if the need arises 
during the night. On a couple of occasions when I’ve only been half awake I’ve been 
rather confused by the bricked-up entrance before remembering what’s going on.  
The other morning, I found myself grumbling about 
the inconvenience of it all and then I remembered 
some other toilets I encountered a few years ago. 
 

In 2011, a group from St. Mary’s visited Kenya and as 
part of our trip we visited a girls’ school in Kabare. 
The girls were mainly boarders and their daily routine 
was quite demanding, with lots of chores before and 
after lessons. As we were shown round the school 
grounds we came to a field with some crops growing 
and on the edge of the field a collection of ramshackle huts. We asked what the huts 
were for, thinking that they may have been used to store tools or other items, but we 
were told that they were the girls toilets! It was a real shock to think of the children 
having to trek down to the field to use the facilities in the day time let alone at night. 
The memory of those toilets puts my own short term inconvenience in perspective. 
 

In the first two weeks of July we are going to welcome a group of four visitors from St. 
Thomas’ Cathedral, Kerugoya, in Kenya. The cathedral is where we spent some of our 
time on the visit in 2011 and we have been exploring how we might develop links 
between St. Mary’s and St. Thomas’ ever since. The group will be spending about two 
weeks with us and during that time they will be taking part in Refresh, our diocesan 
conference, along with other guests from Kenya. We are beginning to put together a 
programme of events and activities for the visit and there will be more information in 
the next few weeks. This is a real opportunity for us to learn from and share with our 
sisters and brothers in Christ coming from a context very different to our own. Please 
pray for all the practical arrangements surrounding the visit and consider whether you 
may be able to offer accommodation, hospitality or an invitation to a home group or 
meeting. Pray also that this visit may be an opportunity for us all to grow in our 
understanding of what it means to be a disciple of Christ in different parts of our world 
today.  
With love and prayers, Philip, Team Rector



  

Mission Focus on Christian Aid 
 

 
 
 

                                                                                                                     
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                  
       
      All photos: Christian Aid 

 
Christian Aid Week: standing with refugees like Nejebar 

 
Nejebar and her family have fled horrors in Afghanistan, where her husband was 
threatened with torture and death for being a government worker. 
 
But now they’ve arrived in Greece, all they have is a tent. They have no other 
protection against wind and rain. There’s no school for their five children. And they 
have no certainty or clear idea of what will happen to them now. They thought they 
would stay here for 10 days, but it’s already been six months and there’s no end in 
sight. 

 
                            
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nejebar’s husband Noor describes their initial reaction to arriving in the camp in 
Greece: ‘It was like suicide for us. But we took the decision that it is better to die here 
than to die there from war.’ 
 

You’ve helped us be there for refugees since 1945 
 
Thanks to you, Christian Aid has been there for refugees like Nejebar since 1945, 
providing essential food, shelter and legal assistance for people far from home. And we 
still believe in life before death.  
 
This Christian Aid Week, 14-20 May, our church is continuing to walk with refugees by 
asking the people of Great Baddow to support the Christian Aid Week collection. 

 
We’re not going to turn our backs on refugees now.  

Speak to Graham and Anne Heath to help in this task. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Thy Kingdom Come 
 
 

Last year more than 100,000 people joined with the 
Archbishops of Canterbury and York to pray in the 10 days 
between Ascension and Pentecost and St. Mary’s and the 
Great Baddow Team took part in the initiative.  
This year the Thy Kingdom Come prayer initiative is being 
held again and we are planning a variety of opportunities 
to meet together to pray as well as providing resources for 
individual prayer and for families.  
There will be further details over the next couple of 
weeks, however, these are the events already planned: 
 
Saturday 27th May: 10am – 11am at St. Mary’s Church – Praying the Lord’s Prayer. 
Wednesday 31st May:  7:30pm-8:30pm at St. Paul’s Church – Praying for the Nation 
Friday 2nd (8am) – Sunday 4th June (8am) – 48 hours of prayer at Meadgate Church 
the Parade   
Saturday 3rd June: 10am Praying for the Parishes Prayer walk starting at St. Marys, to 
St. Paul’s finishing at Meadgate Parade, (to join with 48hrs of prayer if people want to). 
 
You can #pledgetopray and find out more about Thy Kingdom Come at: 
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/ 
 
 

Easter Worship 
 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to our 
worship and events over the Easter period at St. 
Mary’s and in the Great Baddow Team and for all 
the hard work that went in to preparing for the 
services, decorating the church and other activities.  
It was a great joy to see so many people take part 
as we journeyed with our Lord through the events 
leading up to his death and glorious resurrection. 
Alleluia, Christ is risen! 

 

Tiny Church 
 

For pre-school children, our first meeting for Summer term will be Thursday 6th April in 
the Church Centre between 1.45pm and 2.45pm for a time of singing, bible story, craft 
activity and refreshments all aimed at pre-school children. 
 

SUMMER TERM 2017: Thursday 6th April, Thursday 18th May, Thursday 15th June and                              
Thursday 13th July 
 

If you want to know more then please speak to Sue Finch (473143) or Kirsty Houghton 
(475724). Look forward to seeing you there  
 
 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/


 

Let There Be Light 3 
 
 

Congratulations to everyone 
involved in Let There Be Light 3.  
It was another superb production 
retelling the events leading up to 
Jesus’ death and resurrection.  
The cast of young people, 
musicians and crew did an 
amazing job and particular thanks 
goes to Mark Brown, who wrote 
and directed the show and to 
John Kingham, as musical director.  
 
The Archdeacon of Chelmsford 
commented:  
 

‘It was an outstanding presentation of the death and resurrection of Christ. The young 
people and children were brilliant as were the musicians. The team who had worked on 
this must be both talented and committed. This was one of the most encouraging 
things I have seen in the last few months. ‘ 
     

Forthcoming Dates for your Diary 
 
 

Friday 2nd June 8am – Sunday 4th June 8am - ‘Thine Kingdom Come’ 48 hours of prayer 
at Meadgate Church, the Parade 
 
Saturday 17th June – 2pm MAC Annual Strawberry Tea in church 
 
 

Opportunities to Serve 
 

The mission and ministry of St. Mary’s is supported by a very large team of people 
using their gifts in God’s service. There are always opportunities to get involved and at 
the moment we have several particular needs: 
 
Christian Aid: This year Graham & Anne Heath are organising our Christian Aid 
collection for the last time. They’ve done a brilliant job over many years but now it is 
time for them to hang up their angel wings. If you would be interested in getting 
involved with organising this annual mission outreach please have a word with Graham 
or Anne or speak to one of the clergy. 
 
Sunday Vergers and Welcome Team: Each Sunday a team of people work with the 
Church Wardens in ensuring the smooth running of our services. We have a particular 
need for new people to help with verging and welcoming. If you would like to find out 
more about what is involved please speak to Kay Pountney or one of the clergy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

‘The Story Keepers’ Holiday Club 2017 
  

Holiday Club 2017 for 5yr – 11yrs will be Sunday 30th July - Sunday 6th August 
 
Booking are now being taken. Please pick up booking forms from the Church Office. 
£14 for 1st child, £12 for subsequent children. 
 
Holiday Club preparation is well underway and we have an exciting programme for the 
children of games, songs, crafts and stories about Jesus. 
We would like a few more volunteers to help during the week. If you can offer one or 
more mornings on 1-4th August 8.45am to 12.30pm, I would love to hear from you.  
 
We will also need help to decorate the church in Roman style on Saturday 29th July 
and I'm looking for refreshment volunteers as well for the 1-4th August.  
 
If you feel you can help please contact Elizabeth Podd by email: 
elizabethpodd@aol.com or by telephone: 07971 677997. 
 

Team GB at the Races 
 
 
 

Sunday 14th May is the annual Great Baddow Charity Races, starting and finishing at 
the Rec.  
 
The main race begins at 11am, but there’s lots 
going on beforehand.  
As a Church Team, we have booked our pitch, yet 
more importantly we want to be a visible presence 
both before and after the races have taken place: 
chatting to people, giving out information about 
our three churches and simply enjoying the 
morning.  
 
So, if you’d like to be a part of our Team GB “visible presence” on race day, and you’ve 
some simple yet creative ideas as to how we can bless people, then do contact me on 
01245 269026 or revphilsheldrake@gmail.com  
Alternatively, please write your contact details down on the sign-up list at the back of 
church. 
 
If you can’t make it along that morning, do please pray that in being down at the Rec - 
or even in running the race - our conversation and presence will simply be salt and light 
to our village. 
Phil Sheldrake 
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Church Diary for May 2017 
   
Tuesday 2nd May 8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 3rd 8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
Thursday 4th 8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11.30am  Church open until 2.00pm 
Friday 5th 11.00am 24/7 prayer with Church Open 
 5.30pm Wedding rehearsal in church 
 7.30pm Bellringing in church 
Saturday 6th 1.00pm Wedding of Koen Louter & Chloë Hamborg 
Sunday 7th May – The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10:00am Holy Communion 
 4.00pm Coffee Pot & Café Club Songs of Praise 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 
Monday 8th   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.00am Bibles & Babies group meet in Bell St Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
 8.00pm PCC meeting in Bell St Hall 
Tuesday 9th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 10th 8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
Thursday 11th 8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Café Club in church 
 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
Friday 12th  11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 7.30pm Bellringing in church 
Saturday 13th  Spring Maintenance Day 
Sunday 14th May – The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Morning Praise 
 6.30pm Encounter… with Holy Communion 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 
Monday 15th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am MAC pack in Bell St Hall 
 11.00am U3A group visit in church 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
   
 
 

  



   
Tuesday 16th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 7.30pm Book club meet in church 
 8.00pm MLT meeting at Lynsey’s house 
Wednesday 17th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
Thursday 18th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 1.45pm Tiny Church in Church Centre 
Friday 19th  11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 6.00pm Cool Connection Club night in Church Centre 
 7.45pm Choir practice in Church 
Saturday 20th  Spring Maintenance Day 
Sunday 21st May – The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Holy Communion 
 6.30pm Encounter… 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 
Monday 22nd 8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.00am Bibles & Babies group meet in Bell St Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 23rd  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 24th      8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
Thursday 25th   Ascension Day 
 8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Café Club in Church 
 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
 7.30pm Ascension Day Service, St Augustine’s Church Springfield 
Friday 26th   11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 2.30pm Funeral service for Jean Robinson 
Saturday 27th 10.00am ‘Thine Kingdom Come’ Praying the Lord’s Prayer 
Sunday 28th May – The Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Family Service  
 6.30pm Encounter…with Holy Communion 
Tuesday 30th   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 31st      8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  

 



 

Vacancy at SYM Chelmsford 
 

Vacancy for part-time Schools Worker 
Schools Youth Ministry (SYM) 

in Chelmsford 
 

 
The above post is for 16 hours per week. Working hours will be flexible in order to 
work around school activities, but will involve attendance on at least three days per 
week. Occasional evenings and weekends will be required. 
 
Key Activities 
To help run and manage the e-merge programme  
 

 Supporting Christian Union groups  
 Providing guidance, direction and support to young leaders  
 To plan and lead Christian Union meetings  
 Help plan and run joint Christian Union events  

 
To mentor, in conjunction with school pastoral teams, individual students  
 
To support volunteers involved in the mentoring programme  
 
To build relationships with pupils and staff within local secondary schools  
 
Plan and deliver RE and Citizenship lessons  
 
Plan and deliver assemblies 
 
For further details please see at the back of church and / or contact Lynsey Crisp 
(info@symchelmsford.org) for an application form.  
 
The closing date for applications is 25th May 2017. 
 
 
 

The Church Office 
Hours of Opening:   01245 477501  
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday: 9:30am to 12:30pm, 1:45pm to 3:00pm 
Wednesday & Friday   9:30am to 12:30pm 
Tuesday evenings   7:00pm to 8:00pm (wedding applications only)  
Email: stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com          Web-site: www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk  

mailto:info@symchelmsford.org
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