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Dear sisters and brothers,    
 

Over the last few days we have been remembering and celebrating the extraordinary 
achievement of Apollo 11 and the first humans landing on the moon. I remember the 
excitement at school as a large TV was wheeled into our classroom so we could watch 
some of the coverage.  
 
Yet for me, the more extraordinary events happened later with Apollo 13, the mission 
that went very badly wrong. An explosion damaged the craft while on course to the 
moon and the situation was conveyed by one of the astronauts with the famous words 
‘Houston we’ve had a problem’. Gradually the astronauts and staff at NASA came to 
realise just how serious the problem was, and it looked impossible to get the crew 
home safely. People around the world watched and listened as NASA sought to bring 
home the badly damaged spaceship and thanks to the ingenuity of the NASA 
workforce the astronauts were returned to earth unharmed. 
 
The Apollo 13 story was portrayed brilliantly in a film by Ron Howard and featuring 
Tom Hanks. At one point in the film the NASA Director in mission control says: ‘This 
could be the worst disaster NASA has ever experienced’ and Gene Kranz the Flight 
Director responds: ‘With all due respect, I believe this is gonna be our finest hour.’ It is 
a moment that summed up the events around the Apollo 13 mission; what looked like 
a situation of disaster and despair in the end became a remarkable story of triumph. 
 
At the heart of the Christian faith are events which to the observer of the time looked 
like a complete disaster and cause for despair. Jesus is taken, flogged and crucified 
because he had dared to proclaim the Kingdom of God. His followers flee in 
desperation and hide away for fear of their own lives. Later, St Paul would declare that 
the crucifixion of Jesus was seen as folly to the Greeks and a stumbling block to the 
Jews; they couldn’t understand how something so degrading could be seen as the 
work of God. Yet, the disciples discovered that in the midst of this tragedy God’s 
saving purposes were being worked out and what had been a disaster turned out to 
be the finest hours of Jesus’ mission, the means by which God would reconcile the 
world to himself. It’s such an amazing story that we continue to share it today and it 
continues to transform peoples’ lives. It’s such an amazing story that we celebrate and 
remember it as we meet together to share Holy Communion, it’s the story that binds 
us together.  
 



One little known fact about the first moon landing is that 
Buzz Aldrin celebrated Holy  Communion on the moon 
using bread and wine from his church.  
This is how Aldrin described it: 
“In the one-sixth gravity of the moon the wine curled 
slowly and gracefully up the side of the cup.  It was 
interesting to think that the very first liquid ever poured on 
the moon, and the first food eaten there, were communion 
elements.”  
After taking the elements, Aldrin says he “sensed especially 
strongly my unity with our church back home, and with the 
church everywhere.” 
 
With love and prayers 
Philip - Team Rector 
 
 

Parentalk – The Primary Years 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Being a parent is one of life’s greatest joys, but it is also one of its biggest challenges.  
There’s hardly a mum or dad on the face of the earth who, at times, is not overawed 
by the task of parenting. At Care for the Family we know that mums and dads can feel 
under tremendous pressure to be the ‘perfect parent’, and because of this they can 
often end up feeling guilty. That’s why we’ve created Parentalk. 
 
Parentalk is a DVD-based resource for small groups which covers topics that affect 
every family with children in the early years through to the early teens. As you go 
through each     session you will be able to talk to other parents in your group about 
the day-to-day challenges that you face, as well as the things that are going well. 
We hope you’ll discover that you’re not on your own in some of the challenges that 
you face – other parents are in the same boat! And we hope you’ll realise that you’re 
already a fantastic mum or dad. Most of all, we hope you’ll be reminded that while 
being a parent has its fair share of difficulties at times, it is also one of the greatest 
jobs in the world!  

The course is free of charge with a crèche provided and will begin on Tuesday 10th 
September at 10.30am in Church. A sign-up sheet is now available at the back of 
church or in the Church Office.                   

For more information please speak to Kirsty Houghton or Sue Finch.    
 
 



Tiny Church 
 

Tiny Church 
From September, Tiny Church which is aimed at preschool children and their families 
will be moving to every 2nd and 4th Wednesday afternoon.  
 

We have mums, grandparents, nannies and friends all bringing the children along and 
it is wonderful to be able to help families worship God in a simple way which is 
accessible to them. 
 

Our first meeting of the Autumn term will be Wednesday 11th September 1.45pm – 
2.45pm in the Church Centre.  
 

If you have preschool children and would like to come, you will be most welcome – 
just turn up – you will receive a very warm welcome.  
 

If you want to know more then please speak to: Sue Finch (473143) or Kirsty Houghton 
(475724). We look forward to seeing you there  

 

Messy Mornings August 2019 
 

Messy Mornings 
Messy Mornings is a wonderful opportunity to re-imagine our children’s outreach 
during the summer holidays. Following a very successful ‘Messy Easter’, we are excited 
to be running five ‘Messy Morning’ sessions every Thursday in August for families with 
children aged 0 to 11, with children being accompanied by an adult (over 18).  
The sessions will be from 10am to 11.30am and each week will follow the same 
format. 
 

10.00am to 10.50am A range of activities and free play would be 
available for families to engage in, each manned by 
a craft/activity leader. The activities would vary 
each week, tailored to the Bible story/theme: 

 

10.50am to 11.05am Refreshments 
 

11.05am to 11.30am Interactive Bible story, response activity & closing   
Blessing song 

 

It’s not too late to help! Please sign up on the sheet at the back of church if you can 
help in any way.  
 

Messy Mornings is a fantastic opportunity to build relationships with families and 
encourage family time while sharing the message of God’s love, come and join in the 
fun!  
Please speak to Kirsty Houghton or Sue Finch for more information. 
 



Course in Christian Studies 
 

The Course in Christian Studies is a two-year course exploring 
the Christian Faith with others, delivered weekly in local 
centres around the diocese. CCS has a foundational first year 
and a more flexible second year and leads to the Bishop’s 
Certificate.   
 

Since it began in 1987, over 2500 lay people from Essex and 
N.E. London have joined the Course in Christian Studies.  
 

What has it given them?   What could it give you? 
 

 The excitement of discovery and learning together: members bring their own 
varied stories and experiences and share them, finding new truth in 
themselves and in each other through lively discussion. 

 Knowledge of the Bible and of the huge riches of Christian tradition, nurtured 
by tutors and textbooks, and whetting members' appetite for more 
knowledge - but not providing all the answers. 

 Delight in that biblical and Christian tradition, finding in it a field for 
imaginative and practical exploration, for wonder and worship and decision. 

 Constructive Reflection on the Bible and tradition and on the contemporary 
world: The Course does not shirk the hard questions posed by the Church's 
history or by believing in God and seeking peace and justice today. 

 Spiritual Formation of both the local group and its individual members:  
the Course does not set out to convert or evangelise, but it is concerned with 
the whole life of prayer and activity and relationships - not just with the mind. 

 For those who desire it, the Course also provides a foundation for further 
education or training. This could be other local courses; it could be a degree 
or diploma. Or it could be training for a specific ministry in the Church 
including the ministry of: Reader, Pastoral Assistant, Lay Evangelist or Priest.  

 

There are two ways in which you can take the CCS: in local, face-to-face groups or 
online in an interactive, password-protected group. 
 

Interested?  
 

Please visit:  
http://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/discipleship/course-in-christian-studies  
for more details. A Friday morning daytime course will start at the Diocesan Office 
Friday 20th September 10.00am – 12noon. 
 

For further information contact:  
Diane Hardy, Administrator, Course in Christian Studies, Diocesan Office,  
53 New Street, Chelmsford, CM1 1AT. Tel: 01245 294449  
Email: dhardy@chelmsford.anglican.org 
 
 
 
 

http://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/discipleship/course-in-christian-studies
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Church Diary for August 2019 
   
Thursday 1st  10.00am Messy Morning in Church 
 12noon Church Open until 2.00pm 
Friday 2nd  11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 7.00pm Bellringing Practice in Church 
Sunday 4th August – The Seventh Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Holy Communion  
 6.30pm Meditative Service 
Monday 5th  10.00am MAC pack in Bell St Hall 
Wednesday 6th  9.30am Church Office Re-opens 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 7.30pm Wedding Rehearsal for Nathan Warren & Paige Crook 
Thursday 7th  10.00am Messy Morning in Church 
 12noon Church Open until 2.00pm 
Friday 8th  11.30am Church open until 1.30pm 
 2.30pm Wedding of Nathan Warren & Paige Crook 
 7.00pm Bellringing in Church 
Sunday 11th August – The Eighth Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Morning Praise 
 6.30pm Meditative Holy Communion 
Monday 12th 11.00am Funeral service for the late Steve Wells 
Tuesday 13th  1.45pm Funeral service for the late Gloria Wild 
Wednesday 14th  10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 2.00pm Funeral service for the late Frances Deacon 
Thursday 15th  10.00am Messy Morning in Church 
 12noon Church Open until 2.00pm 
Friday 16th  11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
 7.00pm Bellringing in Church 
Sunday 18th August – The Ninth Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Holy Communion 
 6.30pm Meditative Service 
Tuesday 20th  7.30pm Book Club in Church 
Weds 21st  10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
Thursday 22nd    10.00am Messy Morning in Church 
 12noon Church Open until 2.00pm 
Friday 23rd  11.30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
 7.00pm Bellringing in Church 

 
 
 



Sunday 25th August – The Tenth Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Family Service  
 6.30pm Meditative Service with Holy Communion 
Wednesday 28th  10.00am Holy Communion 
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
Thursday 29th  10.00am Messy Morning in Church 
 12noon Church Open until 2.00pm 
Friday 30th  11.30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
 7.00pm Bellringing Practice 

 

Ride and Stride 
 

 
 

‘Ride and Stride’ is taking place on Saturday 14th September. 
 

‘Ride and Stride’ is an event in aid of Friends of Essex Churches which involves walking 
or cycling to as many Churches as possible in Essex on a sponsored basis.  
 

Half of the funds raised by members of our Church come back to St Mary’s to pay for 
repairs and maintenance. The other half goes to the Friends to help other Churches in 
Essex. 
It doesn’t matter how many Churches you visit as long as you get plenty of 
sponsorship money! 
 

We hope that as many people as possible will get on their bikes or on their feet to take 
part in 2019.  
 

Please note the date in your diaries and, although it is just over a month away, please 
start getting sponsors lined up.  
 

Sponsorship forms and details can be obtained from Stephen on: 
Tel: 01245 603292    Email: Stephen_foakes@btinternet.com  
 
 

Church Office 
 

The Church Office will be closed for annual leave until and including Tuesday 6th 
August 2019, re-opening as usual on Wednesday 7th August at 9.30am.  
 
 

 

The Church Office 
Hours of Opening:  
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday:   9:30am to 12:30pm, 1:45pm to 3:00pm 
Wednesday & Friday         9:30am to 12:30pm                         
Tuesday evenings                  7:00pm to 8:00pm  

        (wedding enquiries by appointment only)      01245 477501 
Email: stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com         Website: www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk 
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‘Let there be Light’ – the Musical 

 
 



‘Let there be Light’ – the Musical 
 
 

 


