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Dear brothers and sisters, 
January and February are difficult months – the excitement and joy of Christmas seem 
to have passed and we’re back to reality. The days are short, and this year in particular 
seem to have been very grey. It’s a period of waiting and longing for sunshine, for long 
lazy evenings and holidays.  
 

And yet…. God is at work.  
 

As I look in the garden the snowdrops are 
appearing, blossom is starting to form on some of 
the trees-  as a promise of what is to come. The 
days are almost imperceptibly drawing out and 
today as I was walking home I heard the birds 
singing. New life is just around the corner. We just 
need to be patient, to watch and wait. 
 

We begin our period of Lent – a time of watching and waiting, of preparation for the 
amazing events of Easter. I wonder how is God preparing us, are there signs of new 
beginnings in our lives?  
 

Lent is a time for reflection and waiting on God, a time of discipline and setting aside 
time to be and listen to God.  It has been a traditional time for fasting or giving 
something up or abstinence. Just as we carefully prepare for events in our personal 
lives, such as a wedding, or birthday celebration, the period of Lent gives us 
opportunity to make our minds and hearts ready for remembering Jesus’ life, death 
and resurrection. 
 

So how will we use this period of Lent this year? 
 

For many it’s an opportunity to help kickstart a diet as we abstain from alcohol or 
chocolate and although that complies with the letter of Lent I suggest we need to go 
deeper and consciously ask God to draw us closer to him as we discipline our bodies. 
Maybe use those times of craving and temptation as prompts to pray. 
 

Maybe we should consider doing something new in Lent. To commit to reading God’s 
word each day and we have the helpful ‘Live Lent – Let Your Light Shine’ booklets to 
encourage us as it takes us on a journey through the Gospel of John and gives an 
opportunity to explore what the gift of Jesus and the challenge of Jesus means for us.  
 

I confess that fasting has not been part of my Lent discipline in the past and, so I invite 
you to join me in setting aside one mealtime each week in Lent to fast and pray. To 
spend that time in God’s presence, waiting on him, reading his word, listening to his 
voice to determine things we might need to change, bringing to him the needs of our 
world.                                                                                                                               (P.T.O) 
 



As we engage with the Lent period, who knows what we will learn about God and 
about ourselves, but I am sure it will result in us being better prepared to participate 
in the events of Easter.  
 

‘Do not work for food that perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, which 
the Son of Man will give you.’ (John 6:27) 
 

With love and prayers,  
Sue, Curate 
 

#LiveLent – Let Your Light Shine 
 

 

#LiveLent - Let Your Light Shine  
takes you on a six-week discipleship 
journey in 2018 through the Gospel of 
John, exploring what it means to be a 
witness.  
 
 
 

For each day from Ash Wednesday to Easter Day there is a short reading, a pause for 
reflection and prayer, and an idea for a simple action that will enable the light of Jesus 
to shine through our everyday lives. 
 

Some of our Home groups will also be using the five-week Bible study course following 
the same themes as the book. 
 

The #LiveLent books are available from the back of church and cost £2. You can use 
the book on your own or you may like to use it with your family as the material is 
suitable. In addition, you can receive the daily reflections by texting Lent to 88802 or 
following the Church of England on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram, where they will 
be posted daily. 
 

The Archbishops write: 
‘The gospel is God’s rescue mission to bring us from darkness to light. This is the work 
of Jesus, the light of the world. But Jesus is not the only one called the light of the 
world by this title. He himself turns to his followers and says, ‘You are the light of the 
world… so let your light shine.’ To witness is to let your light shine. A light shines 
simply by virtue of being a light. A follower of Jesus witnesses simply by virtue of being 
a Christian. We have been brought into his light, now he appoints us to bring his light 
to others. This is what witness is. 
 

These Lent reflections take you on a journey through the Gospel of John and give you 
an opportunity to explore what the gift of Jesus and the challenge of Jesus mean for 
you, in the context of your daily life. In the middle of John’s Gospel is a verse that goes 
to the heart of it: Jesus said, ‘I came that they might have life, and have it abundantly’ 
 

It is our prayer that this booklet helps and encourages you as you take hold of God’s 
gift of life and live it – to the full. God offers us this life for the sake of others. The light 
he gives us in Jesus Christ is not to be hidden but to shine – it’s a gift to be lived and 
shared. Indeed, the more we share it and let it shine, the brighter it burns.’ 
Archbishop Justin and Archbishop John 
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Matt Houghton 
 
 

Until Easter Matt is going to be on placement at St. Paul’s church as part of his ongoing 
training as a curate. Matt will also be doing a school’s placement during this time.  
 

This means that Matt will not be around for many of our services during the next term. 
Please pray for Matt, that this period of placement will be fruitful for his ministry and 
pray for Kirsty and the children who will continue to worship at St. Mary’s during this 
period. 
 

Illuminate 
 

 

The Illuminate schools outreach is only a few days away so please pray for the 
following: 

-          Online tickets are on sale so please pray that the advertising works and that young 
people buy the tickets 

 

-          Schools are wanting to finalise the finer details, so prayer that the logistics can be 
sorted quickly and easily 

 

-          Please give thanks that an issue with one school and room availability has been 
sorted and is actually better than planned 

 

-          We had our training evening last week and were blown away by the number of 
volunteers that came along and how excited they were to be a part of Illuminate, so 
please give thanks and ask that, if there is anyone else that wants to volunteer, that 
God will prompt them to make that call or sign up via the website 

 

Chelmsford 24-7 Prayer has also set up a prayer diary for the week so please go to the 
following site if you would like to support in that way. https://chelmsford24-
7.org/local-events/schools-and-youth-ministries-sym/illuminate-chelmsford-sign-up-
to-pray/ 
Further details about the week can be found at: 
http://symchelmsford.org/index.php/illuminate-news 
 

 

Pancake Party 
 

You are all invited to a Pancake party which will be held in 
church on Shrove Tuesday 13th February 6.00pm – 7.30pm.  
 
If you would enjoy having your pancakes made for you for a 
change, then please sign up on the list at the back of church.  
 
Donations on the night will be gratefully received in support of the Church Urban 
Fund. 
 
 
 

https://chelmsford24-
http://symchelmsford.org/index.php/illuminate-news


Tiny Church 
 

Tiny Church happens on the second Thursday each month in St Mary’s Centre 
between 1.45pm and 2.45pm and is aimed at preschool children and their families. 
We have mums, grandparents, nannies and friends all bringing the children along and 
it is wonderful to be able to help families worship God in a simple way which is 
accessible to them. 
 

There are usually 10-12 children plus adults and our fantastic Tiny Church Team and 
the session has a great feel to it. We are told the children love it, talk about it and are 
keen to come – and we love seeing them and helping them on their faith journey. If 
you have preschool children and would like to come, you will be most welcome – just 
turn up – you will receive a very warm welcome. Our next session is Thursday 8th 
February. 
 

SPRING / SUMMER TERM DATES 2018:  
THURSDAYS: 8th February, 8th March, 12th April, 10th May, 14th June, 12th July. 
 

If you want to know more then please speak to: Sue Finch (473143) or Kirsty Houghton 
(475724). We look forward to seeing you there  
 
 

SHAPE 
 

SHAPE is a course designed for Christians who want to grow and 
to serve God more fully in their everyday lives.  
The course gives the opportunity to discover the unique shape 
that God has made us, the gifts he has given us and how he 
might want to use us.  
 

We are running a SHAPE course at St. Mary’s, starting in March 2018. 
 

If you would like to take part, please sign up on the notice board at the back of church.  
 

For more information about what Shape involves then please speak to one of the 
clergy or ministry leadership team. 
 
 

Vocations Day 
 

Bradwell Area Day at St Nicholas Church, Canvey Island, Saturday 10th March 2018  
9.00am to 3.30pm with an opportunity to attend two workshops from the following: 

 

Course in Christian Studies, Faith in The Workplace 
Licensed Lay Ministers, Pastoral Assistants 

Locally Authorised Preacher, Evangelism Enablers 
Lay Pioneer Ministry, Spiritual Support 

Church Army, Chaplaincy 
A Workshop for Young People, Ordained Ministry 

 

Also, there will be an opportunity to hear vocation stories. Lunch will be provided so 
please either fill in the slip at the back of church, to assist with catering and return it 
to: Mrs Amanda Robinson, PA to the Bishop of Bradwell, Diocesan Office, 53 New 
Street, Chelmsford, CM1 1AT or e-mail arobinson@chelmsford.anglican.org or call 
01245 294466. 

mailto:arobinson@chelmsford.anglican.org


 

Focus on Tearfund 
 

Tearfund is a Christian charity which works tirelessly to help 
communities around the world escape the very worst effects 
of poverty and disaster. The year 2018 is our Jubilee Year –  
it marks 50 years of Tearfund.  
 

We believe that an end to extreme poverty is possible.  
We’ve seen it halved in the 50 years since we started. In the past ten years we have 
reached more than 32 million people through our community development work and 
more than 13 million through our response to disasters.  
 

At Tearfund we believe that the same people facing these troubles, also have the best 
idea as to how they can overcome them. So, at Tearfund we listen to people and help 
them utilise their own God-given resourcefulness and determination. Tearfund works 
alongside local churches and other locally-based organisations to help realise these 

plans for a better future.  
 
 

Our focus in this our Jubilee Year is the amazing story 
of Birungi, a young woman from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC).  Through the training 
received from our local church partner Birungi’s life 
has been transformed and she now has the skills and 
resources to build a future for herself and her 
community.  

 

We believe that we are transformed by Jesus’ relentless love. We believe that the 
church as Christ’s living body here on earth, is God’s agent of change. We believe that 
God’s church is more than a match for poverty. Our commitment is that:  
 

WE WON’T STOP UNTIL POVERTY STOPS. 
 

The goals we have set for this year include:   
 SEEING FIVE MILLION PEOPLE RESTORED FROM MATERIAL AND SPIRITUAL 

POVERTY  
 RAISING ONE MILLION PRAYERS 

 

Please pray for Tearfund’s focus at this time on the Democratic Republic of Congo 
 For God’s presence and protection over homeless, hungry, sick and injured 

people and victims of rape and violence in the DRC. 
 For a true and lasting peace and for fruitful and fair negotiations between the 

government and other parties. 
 For comfort and healing for the women who have suffered abuse and for 

their strength and protection. 
 For churches in the DRC, to show leadership in the fight against poverty and 

prevalence of sexual violence. 
 For neighbouring nations, that they will encourage peaceful and 

understanding relationships with the DRC 
 Give thanks for Tearfund’s work with partners amongst the displaced and 

victims of sexual violence. 
 For Tearfund staff in their ongoing work amongst those most in need.  (P.T.O) 



O God, loving parent of all, comfort your children – displaced, wounded, lost or 
orphaned by conflict in the DRC - and give the people of that country courage to seek 
enduring peace with justice and freedom, that their children might grow up without 
fear.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Date for your Diary 

 
Thank You from Kagando Hospital 
From Sister Rita Miller: ‘I’m so hugely grateful for all that St. Mary’s do for Kagando. 
The clothes I still distribute to maternity / paediatrics or in the mountains or take to 
Sister Justine who runs a home for destitutes (young and old) in a very poor fishing 
village called Katwe. She is an amazing lady. Compassionate Bag and Palliative Care 
also get clothes and are always delighted with them. 
Please send my Christmas Greetings to all the packers, donors and of course, the 
congregation of St Mary’s for their prayers and continuing support. Love and 
blessings’. 
From Sister Justine: Thanks to our kind sisters and brothers in St Mary’s Church for all 
parcels you send us through Sister Rita. Thank you for these beautiful clothes you gave 
us.’ 



Church Diary for February 2018 
   Thursday 1st 8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Café Club in Church 
 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
Friday 2nd  11.00am 24/7 Prayer Space in Church with Church Open 
 7.30pm Bellringing in Church 
Sunday 4th February – The Second Sunday before Lent 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Holy Communion & Powerhouse 
 6.30pm Crossfire Service 
Monday 5th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.00am Bibles & Babies group in Bell St Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 6th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 11.00am Funeral of Joan Eaton in Church 
Wednesday 7th    8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
Thursday 8th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 1.45pm Tiny Church in Church Centre 
Friday 9th     11.30am Funeral of Gillian Jones in Church 
 12:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 7.30pm Bellringing in Church 
Sunday 11th February – The Sunday Next before Lent 
 8.00am Holy Communion 

 10.00am Morning Praise with Mission Focus on Tearfund & 
Powerhouse 

 6:30pm Encounter…with Holy Communion 
Monday 12th    8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am MAC group in Bell St Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
 8.00pm Standing Committee Meeting 
Tuesday 13th   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 6.00pm Pancake Party in Church 
Ash Weds 14th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 8.00pm Ash Wednesday Holy Communion  
   
   
   



   
Thursday 15th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Café Club in Church 
 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
Friday 16th  11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 5.00pm Coffee Pot Film night in Bell St Hall 
Sunday 18th February – The First Sunday of Lent 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Holy Communion & Powerhouse 
 6.30pm Encounter… 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 
Monday 19th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.00am Bibles & Babies group in Bell St Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
 8.00pm Mission Committee meeting in Prayer Chapel 
Tuesday 20th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 7.30pm Book Club in Church 
Wednesday 21st  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
Thursday 22nd  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.30am U3A photography group in Church 
 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
Friday 23rd  11.30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
Sunday 25th February – The Second Sunday of Lent 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Family Service with Baptisms 
 6.30pm Encounter…with Holy Communion 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 
Monday 26th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 27th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 28th   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
   

The Church Office 
Hours of Opening:  
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday:   9:30am to 12:30pm, 1:45pm to 3:00pm 
Wednesday & Friday         9:30am to 12:30pm                         
Tuesday evenings                  7:00pm to 8:00pm  

        (wedding enquiries by appointment only)      01245 477501 
Email: stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com         Website: www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk 
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