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Dear sisters and brothers, 
 

Why is it most of us find it so difficult to pray? 
 

It is our opportunity to be in conversation with our loving heavenly Father, the Creator 
and Sustainer of the universe – how amazing is that?  And yet we are somehow 
reluctant – we can’t find the right time, or the right words or just don’t know what to 
say. 
 

So, let me encourage you.  
 

When we spend time with our best friend we just let conversation flow. We reminisce 
about shared memories; we talk about what’s going on in our lives in our work and 
families; we share our thoughts, our concerns, the things that are troubling us and our 
hopes and dreams for the future. We might even discuss the state of the world and the 
events that are happening around us. Sometimes we might just let conversation lull 
and we just enjoy being together, comfortable in each other’s presence. 
 

This is also true for prayer – God and us in conversation together, listening to one 
another, sharing the things that matter to each of us, relaxed in each other’s presence. 
Prayer is a time of being with God. 
 

It is good to have that one on one time with God, but just like with friends we may join 
a larger group – so it is with prayer. St Mary’s offers many opportunities to pray 
together – in our intercessory prayers in Sunday services, at Morning Prayer in the 
prayer chapel Monday to Thursday 8.30am to 9am, at our weekly Monday evening 
prayer meeting 7pm in the Prayer Chapel, in our home groups and youth groups, at our 
Women’s and Men’s prayer breakfasts and with prayer partners, in the 24/7 prayer space 
in church on the first Friday of each month 11.00am to 2.00pm. These are great ways 
of learning more about prayer and what to pray for, especially if, like me, you struggle 
to know what to pray for the larger issues facing our world. Please also make use of 
our prayer ministry team who are available after services to pray with you on an 
individual basis for anything that is giving you cause for concern. It doesn’t have to be 
something big or life changing – God is interested in every part of our lives and has 
something to bring to every situation we are in.  
 

But prayer comes with a warning – it has power to change situations, other people, 
even us! 
 

Let’s not find prayer a duty or a burden but enjoy talking to God about anything, 
anywhere, any time. I find it helpful to set aside a particular time each day to spend 
time in prayer,  



but also find I am in conversation with God throughout the day – as I walk down the 
street, as I prepare the dinner, sometimes even when I’m driving. The more we are in 
God’s presence, the more we are open to his leading and prompting.  
 

So, let’s be excited by what God might do amongst us  
 

‘Don’t fret or worry. Instead of worrying, pray. Let petitions and praises shape your 
worries into prayers, letting God know your concerns.’  (Philippians 4:6 The Message) 
 

Sue 
Assistant Curate 
 

Mission Focus Spot: SYM (Schools Youth Ministry) 
 

SYM is dedicated to providing a highly professional service which supports students 
and schools. We aim to help schools provide a broad, rich curriculum 
especially in the areas of social, physical, emotional and spiritual health. 
 

Our staff (who are all enhanced DBS checked) are committed to 
planning, delivering and evaluating a range of activities which are ‘tailor 
made’ to suit the individual needs of each school and indeed each group of students. 
We work in close partnership with school staff to ensure that what we deliver meets 
the school’s requirements and has a positive, measurable impact on the students. 
 

The work of SYM is overseen by a management board comprising experienced 
teachers, headteachers, local clergy and businesspeople, whose role is to ensure that 
the services delivered meet the highest possible professional standards. 
 

Our services are free to schools as we are financially supported by 25 churches and 
over 200 donors, both charities and individuals. We are a Christian organisation and 
we will always present from that point of view, but we do respect the views of those of 
all faiths and those of none. 
 

Illuminate 
SYM are delighted to announce they are hosting the internationally renowned band 
LZ7 in Chelmsford from 5th to 10th February 2018. Their tour, Illuminate, will be 
visiting five of our schools during the week and culminates in two concerts to which 
the young people they have spoken to will have the opportunity to come along and 
hear more about Christianity. 
 

This will be a brilliant opportunity for young people to hear more about Christianity 
and will hopefully see some join churches & youth groups across the city however SYM 
are looking for people to help support this event. In particular, they are looking for 
around 60 volunteers per concert, these would need to be people comfortable 
working with teenagers who can take on a variety of roles including stewarding, 
running a tuck shop, praying with young people and generally being a Christian 
presence. SYM will providing training for all those volunteering at a training evening in 
January. If you would be interested in helping please you can sign up on the SYM 
website:  www.symchelmsford.org   
 
 
 

http://www.symchelmsford.org


Thank You 
 

Having been able to worship again at St Mary's each week in October I should like to 
express my heartfelt thanks for the regular prayers of so many of you during my 9 
weeks in hospital.  The operation was fully successful – it is the physical recovery from 
lying in bed which is still difficult.  I have no memories of the period in intensive care – 
which may be just as well! – but I do know I was kept aware of your caring thoughts for 
Margaret and me.  I received a total of around 60 cards, most of them from yourselves 
and several of you paid me a visit at Broomfield or Halstead hospitals. Many thanks 
indeed.  Harry Marsh 
 

St Mary’s War Memorials 
 
 

Stephen Foakes has produced an excellent piece of research on the 
two War Memorials at the back of St. Mary’s Church. A copy of the 
portfolio is available to view at the back of church and in the church 
office and there will also be a copy on the church website. We are 
very grateful to Stephen for all his hard work on this project and are 
hoping to interview him about it during our Remembrance Sunday 
service. 
 

There are five war graves in St. Mary’s churchyard and the PCC has 
given permission to the Commonwealth War Graves Commission to put up a sign 
indicating their presence as part of a nationwide initiative. 
 

If anyone would like a copy of the research carried out so far by email, please let 
Stephen know. This is an ongoing project and as further information is obtained then 
the folders and website will be updated. 
 
 
 

Flowers 
 

Think Oasis is somewhere to take your camel?  Baffled by 
what to do with a supermarket mixed bunch? Do your 
roses hang their heads after less than 24 hours in the 
vase? 
 

We’d like to extend everyone’s knowledge of how to look 
after and display flowers - and leaves - to their best 
advantage.  If you are interested in this, please text 

‘Flowers’ to 07827 446565, or leave a message on my landline 01245 224982. (Jane 
Willis.) 
 

Hoping that I get a good response, I will then suggest some Saturday morning dates 
when we could get together in Church to do this. 
 

Remember, flowers are not just for ladies of a certain age - this invitation is for anyone 
of secondary school age upwards.  And yes, one of our aims is to expand St Mary’s 
Flower Group so that we can get more people involved in decorating the church, but 
you will never have to do this if you don’t want to. 
 

Waiting to hear from you: Jane Willis, Sally Matthewson, Sheila Pigrem. 
 



Tiny Church 
For pre-school children, meeting for Summer term in the Church Centre on Thursdays 
between 1.45pm and 2.45pm for a time of singing, bible story, craft activity and 
refreshments all aimed at pre-school children. 
 

AUTUMN TERM DATES 2017: THURSDAYS: 9th November, 14th December. 
 

If you want to know more then please speak to: Sue Finch (473143) or  
Kirsty Houghton (475724). We look forward to seeing you there  
 

Samaritan's Purse - Operation Christmas Child 
 

Please bring joy to a needy child overseas by filling a box 
with suitable items.  For instance, practical things such as 
soap and flannel, toothbrush and toothpaste, hairbrush or 
comb, hair slides; pens, pencils, crayons, sharpener, eraser, 
stickers, notebook, colouring book; hat, gloves, scarf; 
sunglasses are welcomed.  Gifts such as a cuddly toy, ball, 
toy car, skipping rope, musical instrument, sweets are also 
enjoyed.   
 

Leaflets giving full details and labels for the boxes, plus plenty of purpose-designed 
boxes are at the back of the Church (although ordinary shoe boxes covered with bright 
wrapping paper are very acceptable). 
 

Please bring the filled boxes to St Mary's on Sunday 19th November only or to 14 
Millers Croft on or before that date, and we'll make sure they are taken to the local 
depot where volunteers will check the boxes and arrange their onward journey. 
 

It will mean so much the children and their families to know that a stranger from 
another country cares enough to give them a gift, regardless of background or religion. 
 Thank to your generosity we sent 125 boxes last year to children who have very little, 
please give your practical and prayer support again this year.  Many thanks. 
Pat and Brian Southall tel: 01245 473590 
 

Bibles and Babies 
 

Bibles and Babies meet in Bell Street Hall on a Monday morning, 
9:00am – 11.30am with a welcome breakfast of tea and toast.   
 

The remaining dates for the Autumn Term are: Mondays: 
6th November, 20th November, 4th December in the Prayer Chapel, 18th December 
 

Fundraising Events: Ceilidh and Auction of Promises 
 

Great fun was had by all who came to the Ceilidh. We are very 
pleased to say that £635.83 was raised in aid of the Red Cross, to be 
split equally between their appeals for Grenfell fire victims, and the 
campaign in Myanmar. 
Auction of Promises, in aid of MAC raised over £2000.00! Many 
thanks to all those who contributed a promise and to all those who bought a promise. 
Enjoy! 



Family Gift Service 
10.00am Sunday 26th November  
 

This year we will again be collecting gifts for the elderly 
and night shelter guests in the parish of Ascension 
Church, Victoria Docks, London.  
 

The following items of hamper fillers for their elders 
would be very gratefully received as the gifts we give are 
the ‘extra treats’ which make the hampers more special.   
Gift vouchers allow our guests to choose something for 
themselves - (no alcohol please): 

 Toiletries   
 Individual Christmas puddings  
 Scarves and gloves 
 Boots gift vouchers (to the value of £5.00) 
 Tins of biscuits & Chocolates 
 Slippers                                                                              

Toiletries for the night shelter to include: 
 Flannels 
 Hand towels 
 Individual portions of chocolates / biscuits (suitable for one person)                                    

 

Holiday Club Worship Leader 
As many of you already know, this year was my last as the worship leader for holiday 
club. Ten years of great fun, great songs and great kids but now it's time for some fresh 
ideas and a fresh face. Over the years my role morphed into a kind of manic MC but 
what the team really needs is someone who can confidently lead the songs and actions 
from the front.   
 

Could this be you?  
 

All the songs we have used in the past will be available but there are so many amazing 
kids worship songs out there, it might be fun to bring in some fresh tunes.  
The worship is such an important part of holiday club as, when the biscuits have all 
been eaten and the crafts have been recycled, it's the songs that endure like holy ear 
worms, whispering Gods message into the children's lives.  
 

If you think God might be prompting you to step up into this important ministry, or you 
would like to know a bit more about it, please don't hesitate to speak to either myself 
or Elizabeth Podd. Lynsey Crisp                                                                                                           

CAP money: Course 
 

Do you find it difficult sometimes to manage your money?  
 

A CAP (Christians Against Poverty) money course is starting 
on Wednesday 15th November at  
St Paul’s Church, Loftin Way, 10.45am – 12.45pm run by Revd Phil Sheldrake. 
 

This is a free course to help you manage your money better and learn to budget, save 
and spend well. To book your place, please telephone 01245 269026. 
 



Gravetalk 
 

Our three team churches will be holding the next session 
of Gravetalk on Wednesday 29th November at 1.30pm in 
the coffee lounge at The Orchards, Meadgate. 
  

This is an opportunity to chat for an hour about matters 
related to death, funerals and bereavement with plenty 
of coffee and cake.  
 

There will be three brief talks about planning funerals, 
music at funerals and the hope that we have as 
Christians.  
 

There will also be available a separate prayer space for those who would like to sit 
quietly, pray and reflect.  
 

Here is what some of those who went along from St. Mary’s said about Gravetalk: 
 ‘It felt safe to let go in the setting and format of Gravetalk’. 
 ‘It was an opportunity to discuss intimate matters in a comfortable place’. 
 ‘A good opportunity to share feelings and experiences’. 
 ‘The questions were very helpful in opening up difficult and sensitive subjects’. 
 ‘The input from the clergy in the conversations and short talks was very 

helpful’. 
 

 

Date for your Diary 
 

Saturday 9th December at St Mary’s, Gt Baddow 7.00pm 
Simeon Wood will be presenting his ‘Christmas Presence’ 
evening.  
This event is in aid of The House of Retreat, Pleshey and will be a 
night to remember, full of seasonal music and laughter for all the 
family. 
  
Simeon’s wonderful talent and delightful personality will make 
this an evening not to be missed. 
It is also a great outreach event - a safe place to bring non-Christian family and friends. 
 
 

Tickets: £10 adults and under 16’s free, are available from either:  
St Marys church office 01245 477501 or the Retreat House 01245 237251.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Church Office 
Hours of Opening:   01245 477501  
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday: 9:30am to 12:30pm, 1:45pm to 3:00pm 
Wednesday & Friday   9:30am to 12:30pm 
Tuesday evenings          7:00pm to 8:00pm (wedding applications only)  
Email: stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com          Web-site: www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk  
 

mailto:stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com
http://www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk


Church Diary for November 2017 
Wednesday 1st  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 7.30pm ‘Youth Christianity Explored’ in Church 
Thursday 2nd  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Café Club in Church 
 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
Friday 3rd  11.00am 24/7 Prayer Space with Church open 
 7.30pm Bellringing in church 
Sunday 5th November – The Fourth Sunday before Advent 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Holy Communion 
 6.30pm Pathfinders Service – Herod 1 
Monday 6th 8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.00am Bibles & Babies group in Bell St Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 7th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 8th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 7.30pm ‘Youth Christianity Explored’ in Church 
Thursday 9th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 1.45pm Tiny Church in Church Centre 
Friday 10th   11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 7.30pm Bellringing in Church 
Sunday 12th November – The Third Sunday before Advent 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Remembrance Service 
 6.30pm Encounter… with Holy Communion 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 
Monday 13th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am MAC group meet in Bell St Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
 8.00pm PCC meeting in Bell St Hall 
Tuesday 14th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 8.00pm MLT meeting at Lynsey’s house 
Wednesday 15th   8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 7.30pm ‘Youth Christianity Explored’ in Church 
Thursday 16th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 



 10.00am Café Club in Church 
 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
Friday 17th  11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 5.00pm Coffee Pot Film Night in Bell St Hall 
 7.45pm Choir Practice in Church 
Saturday 18th  3.00pm Bellringers Peal attempt 
Sunday 19th November – The Second Sunday before Advent 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Holy Communion with Mission Focus on SYM 
 6.30pm Encounter…with Baptism 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 
Monday 20th    8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.00am Bibles & Babies meet in Bell St Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 21st  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 7.30pm Book Club in Church 
Wednesday 22nd   8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 7.30pm Chelmsford South Deanery Service in Church 
Thursday 23rd  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
 8.00pm Wedding rehearsal in Church 
Friday 24th  11:30am Church Open until 2.00pm 
 7.30pm St Mary’s Toddlers Christmas Social in Church 
Saturday 25th  12.30pm Wedding of Richard Dunhill & Lucy Cooper 
Sunday 26th November – The Sunday Next before Advent 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Family Gift Service 
 6.30pm Encounter… with Holy Communion 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 
Monday 27th 8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 28th   8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 29th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 1.30pm ‘Gravetalk’ at Meadgate Church, The Orchards 
 7.30pm ‘Youth Christianity Explored’ in Church 
Thursday 30th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Café Club in Church 
 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 


