
 

Inspire 
 

 
 November 2018 
 

Dear sisters and brothers, 
 

Remembrance Day this year will be even more poignant as we mark the 100-year 
anniversary of the end of World War 1. 
 

I am delighted that we are taking part in the 
‘There But Not There’ initiative and it is hoped 
that we will have 31 Perspex soldiers present in 
our Church, one for each person named on the 
War Memorial Plaque for WW1 - men who had 
connections with the parish, all of whom died 
serving their country. It should be a powerful and 
striking reminder of those who never came 
home. 
 

One of the men killed was Lance Corporal Frederick Devonish who served in  
the C Company of the 2nd Battalion of the Essex Regiment. He died on 3rd May 1916 
aged 29 and was buried in St Mary’s graveyard. The inscription on his grave reminds us 
of the cost, so great to him and his family, but only made sense because he gave his 
life for something he believed in – to protect his country from the threat to the 
peaceful way of life and to ensure freedom from tyranny. 
 

‘Traveller, pause and think he died that you might live, 
Waste not his sacrifice, nor your own short span’. 
 

In Romans 5 v7 Paul speaks of those who gave their life for a good person – he 
honours what they have done and commends them for their love 
 ‘Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good 
person someone might actually dare to die.’ 
 

But Jesus does the unthinkable – he died for his enemies.  
‘While we still were sinners Christ died for us’ (Romans 5 v8) 
 

We were the people who were enemies of God by how we lived and treated one 
another and God. We told God we didn’t need him, that we were in control of our own 
lives and destinies, that it was up to us how we behaved and treated others. 
 

On the cross Jesus died for the ungodly – the murderer, the cheat, the abuser and yes 
for the unkind, the gossiper, the jealous, the liar. We have all got it wrong and caused 
hurt and pain to God and others. We are all guilty. 
 

But the cross reminds us that Jesus took our place and saved us from the wrath of 
God- he took the punishment – death - that was ours, so that we could have his life.   
 



He is the only one who can secure that permanent peace which we all crave – peace 
with God, with ourselves, with others and ultimately with the whole world as his 
kingdom comes and his will is done. We are called to be part of his kingdom now and 
look forward to that time when peace will be forever.  
 

The fact is he died for us that we might live – Let’s not waste his sacrifice - it is up to us 
as individuals to accept that he died for us so that we could have life now and for 
eternity. 
 

 ‘Traveller, pause and think he died that you might live, 
Waste not his sacrifice, nor your own short span’. 
 

Reverend Sue Finch, Associate Minister 
 

Prayer Breakfasts 
 

Saturday 3rd November - Women’s Prayer Breakfast  
9am -10.30am in Church.  
We will meet together for a wonderful continental breakfast, 
with lots of coffee, as well as the opportunity to meditate quietly 
at a prayer station, to pray alone, or in groups.   
Please contact Kate Gowen on 472112 for any further details. 
 

 
Saturday 24th November – Men’s Prayer Breakfast   
9am – 10am in Church.  
For further details please contact Steve Scott: 
stevefionascott@yahoo.com or telephone: 01245 473419 
 

 

Pathfinders Present: 
 
 
 

at St. Mary’s Church, Gt. Baddow 
Step Inside… 

The Bible – The VR Version 
 

Sunday 4th November from 6.00pm. 
 

All Welcome! 
 

 
 
 
 

‘Cool Connections’ Club Nights 
 
 

‘Cool Connections’ Club Nights 
Open to all in school years 1 – 6 

 
A fun evening of games, craft, music and drama. 

 
Dates: Fridays, 2nd November & 7th December 

at St Mary’s Church Centre. 
Come along and have fun! 

 

 

mailto:stevefionascott@yahoo.com


Mission Focus Spot: FEBA (Far East Broadcasting Association) 
 

Feba is a Christian mission agency focusing on the creative use 
of radio and other audio media across Africa, Asia and the 
Middle East, to inspire people to follow Jesus Christ. We work 

with local partner organisations to produce relevant and engaging content in people's 
heart language. We seek to support the church in its mission to share the life-giving 
message of God's love. 
 

Church on the radio  
Five people are sat together on the floor. There’s a knock at the door and they welcome 
their friend to join them. They pray together and start singing Christian songs. This is 
‘Reality Church’, a radio programme presenting and providing church to listeners who 
have no formal church they can participate in. The ‘Reality Church’ programme is a 
new addition to the shortwave service for the *Sparrow community, an ethnic people 
group living in North East Africa which for security reasons we can’t identify more 
closely.  
 

A visit: Last year, Feba UK staff members went to visit the project, helping with 
mentoring and planning as well as taking new equipment. This has given a new 
vibrancy to programme production, leading them to launch the weekly ‘Reality Church’ 
programme. One of the radio producers, referring to the visit, said: “There were things 
we wanted to do but we did not know how to start, but the discussion we had when 
you last came and the planning that this prompted, inspired us to try to do new things.” 
 

New equipment/ new methods: New equipment, 
replacing an old suitcase studio and enabling the clear 
recording of a group of people, helped in producing 
the ‘Reality Church’ programme, as one of the staff 
members reported: “The room they use as a studio 
has been transformed. Although the old suitcase 
studio had served them well for many years, it had 
restricted them to crowding around it in the corner of 
the room. Now they have more freedom to arrange their equipment and often prefer to 
sit on the floor, as is normal in their culture, to record.” 
 

In addition to “Reality Church’ our partners produce a range of programmes 
addressing spiritual, social and practical needs, helping to bring transformation to the 
lives of the *Sparrow people. 
 

Please pray: 
 That the ‘Reality Church’ programme would help and encourage isolated and 

hidden believers. 
 For the radio team, as they talk with a variety of people phoning in. 
 For lasting transformation in the lives of individuals and the wider  

 

For more information, why not: 
 visit the Feba website - www.feba.org.uk 
 pray with us on PrayerMate - praynow4.org/febauk 
 like us on Facebook – FebaUK 
 follow us on twitter – @Feba_UK 

 

http://www.feba.org.uk


Tiny Church 
 

Tiny Church 
Tiny Church meeting FORTNIGHTLY!  

  

For pre-school children, our fortnightly meetings in November will be  
Thursdays 8th and 22nd November 

in the Church Centre between 1.45pm and 2.45pm  
for a time of singing, Bible story, craft activity and refreshments  

all aimed at pre-school children. 
 

If you would like to find out more about coming along or helping, 
please speak to Sue Finch (473143) or Kirsty Houghton (475724). 

 
 
 

Breakfast & Bibles 
 

Bibles & Babies have reformed to Breakfast & Bibles. 
 

Meeting fortnightly in November on Mondays 12th and 26th 
November. 9.30 – 11.30am  
 

A very informal group for women, meeting in each other’s homes 
to share breakfast together and study the Bible. 
 

Children are very welcome and lots of toys are available to share. 
No previous Bible knowledge necessary.         
 

Please ring Dot Cumming for further information and meeting venue on: 07971 
808170. We look forward to welcoming you. 
 

Samaritan's Purse - Operation Christmas Child 
 

Last year we were privileged to take 102 boxes from 
St Mary’s for forward transport to needy children, who 
must have been delighted with the gifts and the knowledge 
that strangers in a foreign country care enough to send 
them.  The boxes are delivered regardless of background or 
religion to children whose families have very so little. 
 

Leaflets giving full details plus appropriate labels for the boxes, plus plenty of purpose 
designed boxes are in Church near the Food Bank table (ordinary shoe boxes covered 
with bright paper are very acceptable too) and there are more leaflets are in the 
Welcome Corner.  Information is also available on samaritans-purse.org.uk/occ. 
 

Please bring filled boxes to St Mary’s on Sunday 18th November only or to 14 Millers 
Croft on or before that date.  There is no local depot this year, and as the boxes will 
only be collected from our home on one specific day (as yet unknown) we cannot 
accept boxes after 18th November.   
 

Thank you for your generosity and prayer support. 
Pat & Brian Southall tel 01245 473590 
 



Family Gift Service 
10.00am Sunday 26th November  
 

This year we will again be collecting gifts for the elderly and night shelter guests in the 
parish of Ascension Church, Victoria Docks, London.  
 

The following items of hamper fillers for their elders would be very gratefully received 
as the gifts we give are the ‘extra treats’ which make the hampers more special.   
Gift vouchers allow our guests to choose something for themselves - (no alcohol 
please): 

 Toiletries   
 Individual Christmas puddings  
 Scarves and gloves 
 Boots gift vouchers (to the value of £5.00) 
 Tins of biscuits & Chocolates 
 Slippers                                                                              

Toiletries for the night shelter to include: 
 Flannels and hand towels 
 Individual portions of chocolates / biscuits (suitable for one person)                                    

 

Prayer Ministry Day 
 

On Saturday 8th December we will be holding a day on prayer ministry led by the 
Christian Healing Mission. This is a Great Baddow Team day and anyone who would be 
interested in coming along is welcome.  
 

The day is particularly for those involved in prayer ministry in our three churches and 
will help us to reflect on how we develop this important area of ministry.  
 
 

‘As One’ – Call the Nation to Prayer 
 

In the September Inspire Sandy Southee wrote about the special meetings that had 
been arranged for 29th September in Coventry and Meriden. Sandy, together with Sally 
Grimwood and myself were all able to attend, along with one hundred and fifty other 
people from all over the country. 
 In the morning we assembled in the beautiful ruins of the old Coventry 
Cathedral for a time of worship and to especially humble ourselves and engage in an 
act of reconciliation, something which is embodied in this peaceful place. The sun 
shone powerfully, and, in the distance, I could see a dove representing the Holy Spirit, 
at the top of the nearby Holy Trinity Church. 
 After our lunch, still in the peaceful surroundings of the old Cathedral, we 
made the short journey to Meriden where we gathered in the Sports Park for a further 
time of worship, to symbolically join two shepherds' staffs together, representing the 
coming together of 'The Spirit' and 'The Word', and thus to release God's power, to 
send a mighty ripple of revival across and then outward from our land. 
 On our way home, coming down the M1, at one point we were overtaken by 
some kind of turbo-charged car, making a lot of noise(!) and going way beyond the  
70-mph speed limit.       p.t.o. 



 I believe God wants to release a turbo-charged spiritual power into all our ministries 
as he brings about revival; these events in Coventry and Meriden were a very 
significant contribution to that end.   Report written by John Kingham                                                                                                           

Carol Service Choir Rehearsals 
 

Come and join the choir for the Carol Service at 6.30pm on Sunday 
16th December, everybody is welcome to sing; there is no need to be 
able to read music.  
 

Rehearsal Dates: 
Thursdays: 29th November; 6th and 13th December meeting at 7.30pm  
for 7.45pm start in Church. 
Dress Rehearsal: Sunday 16th December after the Morning Service.  
For further information please contact Kate Gowen on 472112: 
katy.gowen@gmail.com Please sign the list at the back of church if you are interested. 
 

Little2BigVoices Christmas Concert 
 

Sunday 2nd December 3.00pm 
 at St Mary’s Church 

 

A Christmas concert organised by Jane Parker 
with donations to: Mid Africa Concern (MAC) and Little2BigVoices. 

 

Come and hear a medley of: 
Christmas songs, Christmas Carols and even some pop songs! 

 
Refreshments will be available.  Website:  www.little2bigvoices.com 

 

Church Diary for November 2018 
Thursday 1st  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Café Club in Church 
 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
Friday 2nd  11.00am Church open until 2.00pm 
 6.00pm ‘Cool Connections’ Club night in Church Centre 
 7.30pm Bellringing in church 
Saturday 3rd Church Maintenance Day 
 9.00am Women’s Prayer Breakfast in Church 
Sunday 4th November – The Fourth Sunday before Advent 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Holy Communion with Powerhouse 
 6.30pm Pathfinders Service – ‘The Bible – the VR Version’ 
Monday 5th 8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am MAC group parcel pack in Bell St Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 6th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 6.00pm Admission of children to Communion Course in Church 

mailto:katy.gowen@gmail.com
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Wednesday 7th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 11.00am Baddow Hall Juniors in Church 
 7.30pm Crossfire meet at Ben & Nicki’s 
Thursday 8th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 1.45pm Tiny Church in Church Centre 
Friday 9th   11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 7.30pm Bellringing in Church 
 7.45pm Choir Practice in Church 
Sunday 11th November – The Third Sunday before Advent 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Remembrance Service with Powerhouse 
 2.00pm Bellringing event across the country 
 6.30pm Encounter… with Holy Communion 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 
Monday 12th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.30am Breakfast & Bibles. Ring Dot: 07971 808170 for venue 
 Church Office closed from 12.15pm 
 7.00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
 7.45pm Evening of Celebration & Review in Church 
Tuesday 13th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 6.00pm Admission of children to Communion Course in Church 
Wednesday 14th   8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 7.30pm Crossfire meet at Ben & Nicki’s 
Thursday 15th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Café Club in Church 
 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
Friday 16th  11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 7.45pm Choir Practice in Church 
Saturday 17th  Church Maintenance Day 
Sunday 18th November – The Second Sunday before Advent 
 8.00am Holy Communion 

 10.00am Holy Communion with Mission Focus on FEBA with 
Powerhouse 

 6.30pm Encounter… 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 
Monday 19th    8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
 8.00pm PCC meeting in Bell St Hall 

 
 



 

Tuesday 20th   8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 6.00pm Admission of children to Communion Course in Church 
 7.30pm Book Club in Church 
Wednesday 21st    8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 7.30pm Crossfire Social 
Thursday 22nd  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
 1.45pm Tiny Church in Church Centre 
Friday 23rd  11:30am Church Open until 2.00pm 
 5.00pm Coffee Pot Film night in Bell St Hall 
Saturday 24th  9.00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast in Church 
Sunday 25th November – The Sunday Next before Advent 
 8.00am Holy Communion 

 10.00am Family Gift Service for the parish of The Church of the 
Ascension, Victoria Docks elderly & night shelter guests 

 6.30pm Encounter… with Holy Communion 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 
Monday 26th 8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.30am Breakfast & Bibles. Ring Dot: 07971 808170 for venue 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 27th   8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 8.00pm MLT meeting at Matt & Kirsty’s 
Wednesday 28th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 7.30pm Crossfire meet at Ben & Nicki’s 
Thursday 29th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Café Club in Church 
 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
 7.45pm Carol Service choir rehearsals in Church 
Friday 30th   11:30am Church Open until 2.00pm 
 7.30pm St Mary’s Toddlers Christmas Social in Church 

 
 
 

The Church Office 
Hours of Opening:   01245 477501  
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday: 9:30am to 12:30pm, 1:45pm to 3:00pm 
Wednesday & Friday   9:30am to 12:30pm 
Tuesday evenings          7:00pm to 8:00pm (wedding applications only)  
Email: stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com          Web-site: www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk  
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