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Dear sisters and brothers, 
Over the years I’ve noticed some of our most popular 
Christmas services take place at night and often by 
candlelight: The Journey; Carols by Candlelight and 
Midnight Holy Communion. There is something very 
evocative about the darkness of night being dispelled 
by the light of a flame or lamp. It’s no accident that one 
of the most powerful images the writer of John’s 
Gospel uses to explain the coming of Christ and His 
presence in our world is light: ‘In him (Jesus) was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it’. John 
1:4,5 
 

At the end of January we hold our Christingle service when oranges decorated with 
sweets and a candle are distributed and lit to proclaim Jesus is the Light of the World. 
The service often coincides with Candlemas, a time when we remember Jesus being 
presented in the Temple of Jerusalem by his parents. An elderly man called Simeon 
saw Jesus and recognised him as God’s promised saviour and so he exclaims that the 
Christ child is: ‘a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.’ 
Luke 2:32 
 

In his ministry Jesus uses this powerful image of light but turns the tables on us. Jesus 
says his followers are to be lights in a world with so much darkness, drawing people to 
God. This is our verse for 2018, a challenge and an encouragement for us to shine as 
witnesses to God by what we say and do, not just in our worship but in our everyday 
lives at home, school, work and in the community.  
 

‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting 
a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in 
the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see 
your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.’ Matthew 5:14-16 
 

Almighty God, whose Son our Saviour Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant 
that your people, illumined by His presence, may shine with the radiance of Christ’s 
glory, that He may be known, worshipped and followed to the ends of the earth; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

With love and prayers,  
Philip, Team Rector 
 



 

Matt Houghton 
 
 

Between the New Year and Easter Matt is going to be on placement at St. Paul’s 
church as part of his ongoing training as a curate. Matt will also be doing a school’s 
placement during this time.  
 
This means that Matt will not be around for many of our services during the next term. 
Please pray for Matt, that this period of placement will be fruitful for his ministry and 
pray for Kirsty and the children who will continue to worship at St. Mary’s during this 
period. 
 

Thank you from St Mary’s 
 

Thank you to everyone who has worked so hard in ensuring that our services and 
events have gone so well over the Christmas period.  
 
It was again a great joy to see so many people visit us at St. Mary’s and we continue to 
pray that they will experience and respond to the message #God With Us in the 
coming year. 
 

Focus on Christingle & the Children’s Society 
 

The annual family Christingle service will be on Sunday 28th 
January 2018. Powerhouse will be mostly involved in leading this 
service.  
 
As usual, we will be collecting for the Children's Society.  
Children in Powerhouse will be given collecting pots 2 weeks 
before the service on 14th January and asked to bring them back 
on the day.  
 
Please come and join the fun! You can find out more about the Children's Society work 
here: http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-do 
 

Newcomers Welcome Coffee Morning 
 
Have you started coming to St Mary's in the last few months?  
You are warmly invited to a newcomers’ coffee morning at 10.30am on Saturday 27th 
January in church. 
  
There will be hot drinks and cakes, and the chance to find out more about church life 
at St Mary's and to meet some other church members.  
If you would like to come, please sign up on the sheet at the back of church or just 
come along on the day. 
 
 

http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-do


 

Tiny Church 
 

Tiny Church will be 1 year old in January! 
We have had a lovely time each month singing songs, telling bible stories, doing crafts 
and saying thank you prayers whilst hugging Prayer Bear. One of my favourite 
moments is when we sing the final blessing song whilst blowing bubbles over the 
children. They have a great time trying to catch and pop the bubbles and it’s a lovely 
picture of God’s blessings raining down on us. We had a special visitor In December 
and it was a real joy to see the faces of the children as they received a present from 
Father Christmas. 
 
Tiny Church happens on the second Thursday each month in St Mary’s Centre 
between 1.45pm and 2.45pm as is aimed at preschool children and their families. We 
have mums, grandparents, nannies and friends all brining the children along and it is 
wonderful to be able to help families worship God in a simple way which is accessible 
to them. 
 
There are usually 10-12 children plus adults and our fantastic Tiny Church Team and 
the session has a great feel to it. We are told the children love it, talk about it and are 
keen to come – and we love seeing them and helping them on their faith journey. If 
you have preschool children and would like to come, you will be most welcome – just 
turn up – you will receive a very warm welcome. Our next session is Thursday 11th 
January 2018 and I am sure a birthday cake will form part of our celebrations! 
 

 
SPRING / SUMMER TERM DATES 2018:  
THURSDAYS: 11th January, 8th February, 8th March, 12th April,  

        10th May, 14th June, 12th July. 
 

 
If you want to know more then please speak to: Sue Finch (473143) or Kirsty Houghton 
(475724). We look forward to seeing you there  
 
 
 
 

SHAPE 
 

SHAPE is a course designed for Christians who want to grow 
and to serve God more fully in their everyday lives.  
The course gives the opportunity to discover the unique shape 
that God has made us, the gifts he has given us and how he 
might want to use us.  
 

We are running a SHAPE course at St. Mary’s, starting in February 2018. 
 

If you would like to take part, please sign up on the notice board at the back of church.  
 

For more information about what Shape involves then please speak to one of the 
clergy or ministry leadership team. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Prayer Ministry 
 

I have always loved this saying of St. Theresa’s: Christ has no 
body now on earth but yours, no hands but yours, no feet but 
yours: yours are the eyes through which is to look out Christ’s 
compassion to the world, yours are the feet with which He is to 
go about doing good, and yours are the hands with which He is 
to bless us now.” 
 
I believe that, as people who love the Lord Jesus, we do try to do this at St. Mary’s for 
one another, for the community in Great Baddow and reaching out to the world 
around us. One of the ways we do it is through prayer ministry, whether that is prayer 
for healing of body, mind or emotions or coming alongside someone to bring a 
problem that is worrying them to the Lord. 
I have had the great privilege of leading the prayer ministry team here for the last ten 
years but, though I hope to be part of the ministry, will be laying down the leadership 
role in the spring to make way for younger people to lead us. 
 
If you think you might be interested in coming alongside people to pray with them and 
would be interested in some training, there is good training on-line for free.  Go to 
www.healingmission.org and you will find excellent resources on this Christian Healing 
Mission web site.  CHM is led by Rev. John Ryeland.  Some of the prayer ministry team 
went to a conference day recently led by John and found him very helpful.  He struck 
me as a gentle man who speaks and acts with God’s authority. 
 
A variety of topics are covered in his training including: values in the healing ministry; 
encountering God in prayer; listening; forgiveness; pitfalls in the healing ministry; 
mental health issues; guarding our hearts; why don’t we see more healing; fostering 
an attitude of receiving; when it’s hard to experience God. 
For anyone interested in exploring this more please look into the training and talk to 
Phil.                       
 

With thanks, and love from Sandy 
 
 

 
 
 

Thank You from the Ascension, Victoria Docks 
 

The Revd Dave Chesney has sent a video and some 
pictures with a thank you message for all the generous 
gifts given by the St. Mary’s congregation for the work of 
The Ascension amongst the elderly and homeless.  
 
We will have the opportunity to see the video during a 
service in the New Year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.healingmission.org


 
 
 

Lent Modules 2018 
 

A series of short courses running across the diocese between  
Ash Wednesday & Good Friday 2018.  
Please browse through the booklets which include a short 
description of each course offered, dates, venue & a booking form, 
in the Welcome corner. Courses cost between £7.50 & £40. 
 

Themes include: 
 

Enabling Evangelism;  
Primed for Prayer; 

History of the Reformation in England; 
The Gospel of Christ and the Expansion of Human Consciousness;  

Evangelism & the Third Age; 
Christ Pictured;  

Meeting with God;  
The Church, the Enlightenment & Revolution;  

Witnessing in the World of Work;  
Living the Liturgy;  

People who met Jesus;   
Pilgrimage – Yesterday and Today;  

Life Balance;  
Stress & Relaxation;  
Bible Society LYFE;  

Lost Sons – Gods long search for humanity; 
The nature and character of God – an exploration of the Trinity  

 
The final booking date 9th February 2018. Please feel free to speak to Philip Ritchie, if 
you would like any further information. 
 

Thank You 
 

Friends of Kagando Hospital have sent a thank-you card (on the notice board in the 
Welcome Corner) to St Mary’s, to all who have so generously given to Friends of 
Kagando for the C100 hospital scheme.  
 

The funds raised at the ‘auction’ was amazing and they are grateful for all that comes, 
big amounts and small amounts. It all helps Friends of Kagando to continue this C100 
scheme. Subsidising the children’s treatment is still helping families afford to come to 
the hospital for treatment for their children. 
 

Malaria is still a big problem especially during the rainy season which has just finished. 
There have also been cases with cholera. The paediatric ward continues to be busy 
which in part is due to the confidence the community now has in the hospital. So 
many thanks to all. 
Liz Lunn, Trustee for Friends of Kagando) 



 

The Church Organ 
 

We have recently had an extensive report done on the church organ. The news is not 
good in that the organ’s condition has been deteriorating badly over a period of time 
and it would not be economical to repair it. The PCC has taken the decision, on the 
advice of the diocesan organ expert, that we will continue to service the organ while it 
is still playable and look at the most appropriate way of replacing it in due course. 
 
We remain very grateful to John Kingham for the way that he has looked after the 
organ over the years and John is fully involved in discussions about the way ahead. If 
you have any questions about this, please speak to the Rector or one of the church 
wardens. 

 

Church Diary for January 2018 
   Tuesday 2nd    12.00pm Funeral in Church 
Wednesday 3rd  10:00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 1.00pm Funeral in Church 
Thursday 4th 10.00am Café Club in Church 
 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
Friday 5th  11.00am 24/7 Prayer Space in Church with Church Open 
 7.30pm Bellringing in Church 
Saturday 6th 2.30pm Essex Association of Bell Ringers Service and AGM 
Sunday 7th January – The First Sunday after Epiphany 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Holy Communion 
 6.30pm Meditative Service 
 6.30pm Pathfinders re-starts in Bell St Hall 
Monday 8th  8:30am Morning Prayer re-starts in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am MAC pack in Bell St Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 9th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 10th   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
Thursday 11th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 1.45pm Tiny Church in Church Centre 
Friday 12th     11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 7.30pm Bellringing in Church 
 
 



 
Sunday 14th January – The Second Sunday of Epiphany 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Morning Praise  
 6:30pm Encounter…with Holy Communion 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 
Monday 15th    8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.00am Bibles & Babies group in Bell St Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
 8.00pm PCC meeting in Bell St Hall 
Tuesday 16th   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 7.30pm Book Club in Church 
Wednesday 17th    8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
Thursday 18th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Café Club in Church 
 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
Friday 19th  11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 7.45pm Choir practice in Church 
Sunday 21st January – The Third Sunday of Epiphany 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Holy Communion 
 6.30pm Encounter… 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 
Monday 22nd  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 23rd  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 8.00pm MLT meeting  
Wednesday 24th 8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
Thursday 25th 8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
Friday 26th  11.30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
Saturday 27th 10.00am Newcomer’s Welcome Coffee Morning 
Sunday 28th January – The Fourth Sunday of Epiphany 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Christingle Family Service 
 6.30pm Encounter…with Holy Communion 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 

 



   
Monday 29th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.00am Bibles & Babies group in Bell St Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 30th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 31st  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 11.00am Little Spring Wonders Day Nursery in Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

The Church Office 
Hours of Opening:  
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday:   9:30am to 12:30pm, 1:45pm to 3:00pm 
Wednesday & Friday         9:30am to 12:30pm                         
Tuesday evenings                  7:00pm to 8:00pm  

        (wedding enquiries by appointment only)      01245 477501 
Email: stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com         Website: www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk 

mailto:stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com
http://www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk

