
 

Inspire 
 

 
 September 2017 
 

Forty Years Ordained Ministry – and Retirement 
It was in August 2004 that Ruth and I moved 
into the Rectory in Little Baddow, and from 
September onwards we were worshipping at 
St Mary’s. The Bishop of Bradwell, Laurie 
Green, licensed me as an assistant minister of 
St Mary’s in December of that year. 
 
We have valued belonging to St Mary’s, and 
have felt privileged to be among many 
Christian friends, whose support we have 
much appreciated. But now it’s time, with 
sadness, for us to be moving on.  
On 2nd October, I shall have been in ordained 
ministry for forty years, so at the 6.30pm service on 1st October I shall be marking both 
those forty years, and my retirement from my clergy-training work within the Diocese 
of Chelmsford. I would like to invite all who can to come and join us at that service, 
and in drinks afterwards – as will quite a number of clergy with whom I have worked, 
and a few people from the parish where I was last vicar. Alternatively, I shall be leading 
the regular 10.00am Communion service on that day, at which Philip will preach and 
which will follow the theme of the day, and you are welcome to worship in the 
morning and still come along for drinks after the evening service. 
 
We have wrestled over whether to stay around here, or to go with our children’s wish 
that we come around to the other side of London. In the end, the house that we have 
found and are buying is in Liss, Hampshire, so we shall be moving away. Ruth and I 
would welcome your prayers at this time of change for us: both that the practical 
arrangements of house-buying and moving will come together, and that we shall cope 
with starting all over again in a new place. 
 
We shall still be around for a while after 1st October, so it is unlikely to be the last you 
see of us, but it will be the last time that you will see me up the front of church, and 
we should love to have many of you join us. 
 
Best Wishes, 
Graham & Ruth Hamborg  
 
 
 



Ordinations 
Please pray for all those who are going to be ordained as Deacons at Chelmsford 
Cathedral on Saturday 30th September.  
In particular please pray for Polly Kersys Hull who will be serving at St. John’s 
Leytonstone and Jackie Thornton who will be serving at The Chignals, St Nicholas with 
St James with Mashbury, Great & Little Leighs, St Mary & St John & Little Waltham, St 
Martin & Great Waltham, St Mary & St Lawrence w Ford End, St John.  
 

Confirmation 
 

A Confirmation Service will be held on Sunday 12th November at 
Meadgate Church.  
Any adults or young people who may be interested in being confirmed 
at this service, please contact Philip or Sue.  

Licensed Lay Ministry 
 
 

At the end of the summer Anne Heath stood down from leading our Powerhouse 
children’s ministry after five years and we want to say a huge thank you to her for all 
that she has given to this ministry over many years.  
 

However, Anne is not one to sit back and rest! At the end of July Anne was selected for 
training as a Licensed Lay Minister which used to be known as Reader ministry. “LLMs 
will be lay people, holding the Bishop’s licence, trained to national standards, with 
national accreditation and transferability. Their distinctive role will be a focus, beacon 
and enabler for all forms of lay ministry.”  - Re-imagining ministry in the Diocese of 
Chelmsford 2013. Anne begins her training in September and the course lasts two 
years at the end of which it is hoped that Anne will be licensed to serve in the Great 
Baddow Team. 
 

Please pray for Anne as she begins her training and for all those in the diocese training 
for this and other lay ministries at this time. 
 

St. Mary’s Home Groups Autumn 2017. 
 

We are encouraging home groups to join with the church's teaching on the letter of 
James in the Autumn term and using the Lifebuilder study series booklet on the letter. 
 

James is a letter about putting our faith into action. It is a practical letter full of good 
wisdom and helps us understand how to achieve a right balance of faith and works. 
 

If you are interested in joining a home group please speak to Matt, a couple of groups 
have one or two spaces and would be keen on inviting new people. 
 

Bibles and Babies 
 

Bibles and Babies commences its new term in Bell Street Hall on 
Monday 11th September 9:00am – 11.30am with a welcome 
breakfast of tea and toast.   
The remaining dates for the Autumn Term are: Mondays: 
25th September, 9th October, 16th October, 
6th November, 20th November, 4th December in the Prayer Chapel, 18th December                                                                                                               



Tiny Church 
For pre-school children, meeting for Summer term in the Church Centre on Thursdays 
between 1.45pm and 2.45pm for a time of singing, bible story, craft activity and 
refreshments all aimed at pre-school children. 
 

AUTUMN TERM DATES 2017:  
THURSDAYS: 14th September, 12th October, 9th November, 14th December. 
 

If you want to know more then please speak to: 
Sue Finch (473143) or Kirsty Houghton (475724).  
We look forward to seeing you there  
 

Mission Focus Spot – MAC (Mid Africa Concern) 
 

On MAC Sunday 10th September, we will be focusing on 
the sponsorship of the children’s ward in Kagando 
Hospital.  
 

Email received 14th August 2017: 
Dear Mike & Linda, Kari and all the group and St Mary’s. 
  

We continue to be amazed at your generosity and 
faithfulness and love which you have put into buying, collecting, packing, paying for 
and sending so many boxes and packages to Kagando over many years.  God bless you 
and encourage you in all you do for the sake of the gospel.  
We have a 2-week fistula camp at the beginning of September where the 
surgeons hope to operate on 90 women so that they will no longer be incontinent of 
urine and faeces after being poorly managed during labour.  We love to give them each 
a new skirt or dress and underwear when they leave hospital to give them confidence 
as they head back to their homes, no longer feeling outcasts and smelling of urine. Your 
gifts have helped a lot in reaching our target, so thank you all very much. We use many 
of the items of clothing for the palliative care work, specially the small & medium sizes. 
 

With our love and much appreciation for all you are doing. Jen & Rob 
 

Would you be 1 in 100? 
This is a poor area so parents may delay bringing children for treatment because they 
cannot afford the cost of treatment. Friends of Kagando are looking for 100 sponsors. 
The hospital is run by the Church of Uganda and needs to make small charges for 
treatment. It is situated in a rural area, where the people live by subsistence farming 
and do not have much money. There are many life-threatening diseases and the 
children’s ward treats on average 150 children per month. The average cost for malaria 
treatment is about £17.50, other treatments cost more. 
Friends of Kagando would like to help the hospital reduce the medical fees for children 
attending the hospital, so families can afford to come for treatment. They invite you to 
be 1 in 100 sponsors to support the children’s ward. 
 

Please see Kari Speed-Andrews for further information and sponsorship forms. 
 
 
 
 



Autumn Barn Dance 
 

The Autumn Barn Dance is back! Saturday 7th October at 7.30pm.  
Music provided by the Gentlemen of Ceilidh. Please bring your own 
drinks and nibbles. Tickets are FREE and will be available at the back 
of church soon. Donations will be taken for the work of the Red 
Cross.  
A fabulous evening of excellent music, wonderful dancing, and the 
very best of company, suitable for all ages!  
For further details, contact Gill Ball 01245 475684 
 

Life Lounge 
 

The Life Lounge home group which meets in Matt & Kirsty's home is looking to run an 
Alpha course starting mid-September. If you would be interested in joining this at 
present group of 18-30yr olds please speak to Matt as soon as possible.  
 

Alpha explores the central teaching of the Christian faith, over 11 weeks, starting with 
the claims of Jesus Christ, then moving on to look at the Bible and the Holy Spirit 
amongst other things. Recently revised, the course has reached a world-wide audience 
helping many thousands to make an informed commitment to follow Jesus Christ.  
 
 

Auction of Promises 
 

7.30pm Saturday 16th October at St. Mary’s 
Church 
Have fun and support Kagando Hospital, Uganda  
 

The MAC Group invite you, your family and friends 
to a fun auction with a difference.   
We’re not looking for you to bring along objects like Grannie’s best tea-cups from the 
loft but hope you’ll offer something practical you could do to be auctioned on the 
evening to the highest bidder – all proceeds going to this hard-working hospital in 
Uganda that is providing care the best they can to the community around them with 
far less resources than we have. 
 

To give you some idea of what you can bid for on the evening, at our auction two years 
ago, some of the first offers we had were: Promises of a drive for up to 3 people to 
Southend for some sea air; an offer of afternoon tea including sandwiches and 
homemade scones for up to 6 people; babysitting; ironing; a flower arrangement to be 
delivered for your special occasion; some exciting motor bike rides offered by a careful 
driver to auction! Similar or others would be greatly appreciated 
 

Please use your imagination and offer what you could promise to do – all offers to 
Sandy in person or by phone or to Chris Smith or Kari Speed-Andrews, then we can 
provide a list of all the lovely things you could bid for!   
We hope you’ll all come and support this evening with your promises and your 
presence.  Nibbles will be provided.  Please bring your own drinks and glasses. 
 
 
 
 
 



 ‘The StoryKeepers’ Holiday Club 2017 
 

During the first week in August the church was full of 90 excited 
children and 30 or so equally excited teenagers and adults 
spending time in turn of the century Rome.  We all had fun 
playing games, being crafty and learning more about Rome & the 
stories Jesus told.  The accompanying video, The StoryKeepers, 
(have a look on YouTube) took us through the lives of children 
living under Roman rule and having to learn about Jesus in 
secret. Our children made fish key-rings, mosaic tiles, chariots & 
(very yummy) roman honey biscuits. They made the secret sign 
of Christians in the sand to enter the church each morning and 
enjoyed games such as balloon passing, chariot racing, hook a duck (roman?) and my 
absolute favourite – human hungry hippos! 
 

About 50 people helped to put this enormous out-reach event on again both before, 
during & after, and I would like to thank them all for their help. Their wide-spread 
talents meant that Holiday Club was a huge success and great fun. And special thanks 
to Sue, Matt and Lynsey for leading the worship, teaching & prayer up front and to 
Jacqui for answering my constant requests for help! Elizabeth Podd. 
 

… and a huge thank you to Elizabeth for organising the holiday club. Philip 
 

Ride and Stride 

 
Saturday 9th September  
 

“Ride and Stride” is an event in aid of Friends of Essex Churches which involves walking 
or cycling to as many Churches as possible in Essex on a sponsored basis. Half of the 
funds raised by members of our Church come back to St Mary’s to pay for repairs and 
maintenance. The other half goes to the Friends to help other Churches in Essex. 
It doesn’t matter how many Churches you visit as long as you get plenty of sponsorship 
money! 
 

There is still time for as many people as possible will get on their 
bikes or on their feet to take part. If you are not able to take 
part, please sponsor Stephen Foakes who is also coordinating 
this event for St Mary’s. There is a clipboard at the back of 
Church in the welcome corner with a sponsorship form for 
Stephen as he can also obtain matched funding from his Livery 
Company which increases the amount we can raise.  
 

There are also sponsorship forms for yourself if you wish to take part so please help 
yourself. Sponsorship forms can also be downloaded from: 
http://www.foect.org.uk/rideandstride/publicityandforms.php 
Stephen can be contacted via email: Stephen_foakes@btinternet.com for further 
information.  
    

http://www.foect.org.uk/rideandstride/publicityandforms.php


Course in Christian Studies 
 

The Course in Christian Studies is a two-year course exploring the Christian Faith with 
others, delivered weekly in local centres around the diocese. CCS has a foundational 
first year and a more flexible second year and leads to the Bishop’s Certificate. 
 

Since it began in 1987, over 2500 lay people from Essex and N.E. London have joined 
the Course in Christian Studies.  
 

What has it given them?  What could it give you? 
 

 The excitement of discovery and learning together: members bring their own 
varied stories and experiences and share them, finding new truth in 
themselves and in each other through lively discussion. 

 Knowledge of the Bible and of the huge riches of Christian tradition, nurtured 
by tutors and textbooks, and whetting members' appetite for more 
knowledge - but not providing all the answers. 

 Delight in that biblical and Christian tradition, finding in it a field for 
imaginative and practical exploration, for wonder and worship and decision. 

 Constructive Reflection on the Bible and tradition and on the contemporary 
world: The Course does not shirk the hard questions posed by the Church's 
history or by believing in God and seeking peace and justice today. 

 Spiritual Formation of both the local group and its individual members:  
the Course does not set out to convert or evangelise, but it is concerned with 
the whole life of prayer and activity and relationships - not just with the mind. 

 For those who desire it, the Course also provides a foundation for further 
education or training. This could be other local courses; it could be a degree 
or diploma. Or it could be training for a specific ministry in the Church 
including the ministry of: Reader, Pastoral Assistant, Lay Evangelist or Priest.  

 
 

There are two ways in which you can take the CCS: in local, face-to-face groups or for 
the first time, online in an interactive, password-protected group. 
 

Interested?  Further details are on the notice board at the back of church or please 
speak to Philip or Sue. Application forms are available from the Church Office.  
The Introductory Day for all new students will be on Saturday 16th September at 
Trinity Methodist Church, Chelmsford and the course will start the week of Monday 
18th September. 
 

Forthcoming Event 
 

Essex Christian Healing Trust Autumn Conference 
Saturday 21st October 2017 10am - 4pm 
Speaker: Revd John Ryeland (Christian Healing Mission)  
Venue: Hutton & Shenfield Union Church, Roundwood Avenue, Hutton, CM13 2NA  
Email essexhealing@aol.com for booking form.  
Any other information, please contact Jenny & Sidney Arthur. 
 
 

mailto:essexhealing@aol.com


Church Diary for September 2017 
   
Friday 1st  11.00am Church Open until 12.30pm 
 1.30pm Wedding of James Stock & Mary Wheeler 
 7.30pm Bellringing in Church 
Saturday 2nd 9.45pm Baptism Preparation in Church 
Sunday 3rd September – The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 

 10:00am Holy Communion with Powerhouse Presentation & 
Commissioning of helpers & leaders 

 6.30pm Evening Service 
Monday 4th     8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am MAC group parcel pack in Bell St Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 5th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 6th 8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 7.30pm ‘Youth Christianity Explored’ in Church 
Thursday 7th 8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Café Club in Church 
 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
Friday 8th  11.00am Church Open until 2.00pm 
 7.30pm Bellringing in church 
Saturday 9th 10.00am Ride and Stride 
Sunday 10th September – The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Morning Praise with Focus Spot on MAC 
 6.30pm Encounter… with Holy Communion 
Monday 11th 8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.00am Bibles & Babies group in Bell St Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
 8.00pm PCC meeting in Bell St Hall 
Tuesday 12th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 13th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 7.30pm ‘Youth Christianity Explored’ in Church 
Thursday 14th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 1.45pm Tiny Church in Church Centre 
 7.30pm Wedding rehearsal in Church 

 
 



Friday 15th   11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 7.45pm Choir practice in Church 
Saturday 16th 2.00pm Wedding of Alan Bird & Nicola Drew 
Sunday 17th September – The Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Holy Communion 
 6.30pm Encounter… 
Monday 18th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 19th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 7.30pm Book Club in Church 
Wednesday 20th   8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 7.30pm ‘Youth Christianity Explored’ in Church 
Thursday 21st  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Café Club in Church 
 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
 2.00pm Prayer Chapel booked for meeting 
Friday 22nd  11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
Sunday 24th September – The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Family Harvest Festival Service 
 6.30pm Encounter… with Holy Communion 
Monday 25th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.00am Bibles & Babies group in Bell St Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 26th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 27th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 7.30pm ‘Youth Christianity Explored’ in Church 
Thursday 28th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
Friday 29th  11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
Saturday 30th  2.00pm Wedding of James Bartholomew & Freya Mace 

 
 

The Church Office 
Hours of Opening:   01245 477501  
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday: 9:30am to 12:30pm, 1:45pm to 3:00pm 
Wednesday & Friday   9:30am to 12:30pm 
Tuesday evenings   7:00pm to 8:00pm (wedding applications 
only)  
Email: stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com          Web-site: www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk  
 

mailto:stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com
http://www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk

