
 

Inspire 
 

 
 September 2018 
 

Dear sisters and brothers, 
 
There is a wonderful book by Richard Burridge called 
Four Gospels, One Jesus. It’s a book some of you will 
be familiar with if you have done the Chelmsford 
Course in Christian Studies (details of which are in 
this month’s Inspire if you are interested in finding 
out more about CCS). In the book Richard explores 
the portraits of Jesus presented in the Gospels and 
shows how each gives us different insights into who 
Jesus is. I don’t have a favourite Gospel, they are all 
important and without one of them our 
understanding of Jesus is impoverished, however, I 
do find myself particularly drawn to Luke’s Gospel. 
One of the reasons for this is because of the rich 
variety of people who encounter Jesus and whose 
lives are transformed by him: surprising people and 
unlikely people; people who were ignored, dismissed and even despised by others; the 
very people Jesus proclaims early in Luke’s Gospel he has come to bring Good News.  
 

During the autumn our preaching series will be exploring the theme of Encounters 
with Jesus in Luke’s Gospel. We will be focusing on the stories of the rich variety of 
people who met Jesus, what is revealed about Jesus through these encounters and 
what impact Jesus had on their lives. As we explore these stories I hope that we will 
grow in our understanding and appreciation of who Jesus is and who he reveals God to 
be. Perhaps some of our assumptions and even prejudices will be challenged by what 
we discover. We may see familiar stories and characters in a fresh light.  
 

As many of you know I will be in Kenya during the autumn. One of the things about my 
visit that I am particularly looking forward to is hearing, in a context very different 
from our own, people’s stories of how they have encountered Jesus. Through my 
encounters with them I am hoping that I might encounter Jesus in new and surprising 
ways. So, my prayer for all of us is not just that we would learn more from looking at 
these Encounters with Jesus, but that we would encounter Jesus afresh for ourselves 
and be drawn deeper into the Good News he came to proclaim and embody. 
 

With love and prayers 
Philip 
Team Rector.  
 



Ordination Training 
 
 

Steve and Beth Finch have moved to Oak Hill Theological College where Steve will 
begin his training for ordination in September. Alex Podd will be starting her ordination 
training at Trinity College Bristol at the same time.  
 

Please pray for them and for all those beginning training this summer that they would 
continue the journey of formation and training for the ministries to which God has 
called them. 
 

             
 
 
 
 
 

Philip’s Study Leave 

 

A reminder that our Team Rector Philip will be on study leave during the autumn. 
Philip will be away from his parish responsibilities between 17th August and 12th 
November and will be in Kenya from 8th October to 5th November.  
 

During this time our Churchwardens Kay and Richard will be responsible for matters 
relating the parish, our Associate Minister Sue will be overseeing worship and pastoral 
matters, while Team Vicar Tim Ball will be holding the brief for the wider team ministry 
 
 

St. Mary’s Home Groups Autumn 2018. 
 

We are encouraging home groups to join with the church's teaching on Luke (New 
hope, New Joy) in the Autumn term and using the ‘Lifebuilder’ study series booklet. 
 

If you are interested in joining a home group please speak to Matt, a couple of groups 
have one or two spaces and would be keen on inviting new people. 
 
 
 

Decorating the Church for Harvest  

 

St. Mary's Flower Group will be decorating the Church for Harvest at 10.00am on 
Saturday 22nd September.  
If you can collect hips, haws, berries, seed heads & grasses, also yellow & orange 
flowers, please bring them along then and share the beauty of God's creation with 
others.  
We'd love more of you to join in and help with the display, so, see you then..... thanks!  

 



 

Family Harvest Service 
 

Sunday 23rd September at 10.00am 
 

Once again, St Mary’s are joining with other churches in 
Chelmsford in giving our harvest gifts to the Chelmsford 
branch of the UK Foodbank network in partnership with the 
Trussell Trust, a Christian charity.  
 

A shopping list of items that we will be collecting will shortly be available at the back of 
Church, near the toilets. 
 
 
 

Tiny Church 
 

Tiny Church is moving to meeting FORTNIGHTLY from September 13th! 
 

For pre-school children, our first fortnightly meeting for the Autumn Term will be on 
Thursday 13th September in the Church Centre between 1.45pm and 2.45pm for a 
time of singing, Bible story, craft activity and refreshments all aimed at pre-school 
children.  
 

If you would like to find out more about coming along or helping, please speak to Sue 
Finch (473143) or Kirsty Houghton (475724).  
 
 
 

Breakfast & Bibles 
 

Bibles & Babies have reformed to Breakfast & Bibles. 
Starting: Monday 10th September. 
 

A very informal group for women, meeting in each other’s homes to share breakfast 
together and study the Bible meeting Mondays, fortnightly 9.30 – 11.30am 
 

Children are very welcome and lots of toys are available to share. 
No previous Bible knowledge necessary. 
 

Please ring Dot Cumming for further information and meeting venue on: 07971 
808170. We look forward to welcoming you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day of Prayer Ministry 
 

On Saturday 8th December we will be holding a day on prayer ministry led by the 
Christian Healing Mission.  
This is a Great Baddow Team day and anyone who would be interested in coming 
along is welcome.  
 

The day is particularly for those involved in prayer ministry in our three churches and 
will help us to reflect on how we develop this important area of ministry.  
 

Please put the date in your diary and there will be further information nearer the time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Mission Focus Spot – MAC (Mid Africa Concern) 
 

On MAC Sunday 9th September, we hope to show a 
series of photos of what is happening at Kagando 
Hospital.  
Rita, who some met at our Strawberry Tea in June has 
now moved back to Kagando Hospital for another 3 
months with various projects in mind. This includes ‘1 in 
100’ a project that has been very successful in reducing 
child mortality, largely thanks to those folk who gave and still give from St Mary’s. 
 

Would you be 1 in 100? 
Kagando Hospital is in a poor area, so parents may delay bringing children for 
treatment because they cannot afford the cost of treatment. Friends of Kagando are 
looking for 100 sponsors. The hospital is run by the Church of Uganda and needs to 
make small charges for treatment. It is situated in a rural area, where the people live 
by subsistence farming and do not have much money. There are many life-threatening 
diseases and the children’s ward treats on average 150 children per month. The 
average cost for malaria treatment is about £17.50, other treatments cost more. 
Friends of Kagando would like to help the hospital reduce the medical fees for children 
attending the hospital, so families can afford to come for treatment.  
They invite you to be 1 in 100 sponsors to support the children’s ward. 
 

Please see Kari Speed-Andrews for further information and sponsorship forms. 
 
Potter’s Village have urgently asked for towelling nappies, nappy liners 
and pins, plastic pants, baby face towels (very soft), double & single 
bed sheets and flat cot sheets. 
Kagando hospital have an ongoing request for girls and ladies knickers, 
ladies blouses and t’shirts, cool cotton skirts with elasticated waist, if 
possible.  
 

If anyone would like to bring any of the above requests on MAC Sunday 
9th September, there will a table at the back of church.  
 
Mid Africa Concern (MAC) are in urgent need of the following 
lightweight clothing for children, especially girls 2-10yrs to pack to send to Uganda: 
 

 T-shirts,  
 Shorts,  
 Dresses,  
 Skirts  
 Crocs. 
 They also need girls and ladies’ underpants, all ages. 

 

Please deliver to Bell St Hall for their next MAC pack on Monday 3rd September at 
10.00am. 
 

Again, please contact Kari Speed-Andrews on 01245 225969 if you can help.  
Thank you. 



Ride and Stride 
 

 
 

Saturday 8th September  
 “Ride and Stride” is an event in aid of Friends of Essex Churches which involves 
walking or cycling to as many Churches as possible in Essex on a sponsored basis.  
 

Half of the funds raised by members of our Church come back to St Mary’s to pay for 
repairs and maintenance. The other half goes to the Friends to help other Churches in 
Essex. 
It doesn’t matter how many Churches you visit as long as you get plenty of sponsorship 
money! 
 

We hope that as many people as possible will get on their bikes 
or on their feet to take part in 2018.  
 

There is still time to get sponsors lined up.  
 

Stephen Foakes is coordinating “Ride and Stride” for St Mary’s. 
He will have sponsorship forms available and is very happy to 
answer any questions about the event.  
 

For further information and sponsorship forms, contact Stephen on: 
Tel: 01245 603292   Email: Stephen_foakes@btinternet.com  
 

‘There But Not There’ 
 

This is the 2018 Armistice project for the 
Charity Remembered which has the 
following aims:  
 

 To inspire communities to purchase 
and install silhouettes of their local 
Fallen for the Armistice Period in 
2018.  

 To educate all generations about why 
they made the ultimate sacrifice.  

 To raise very substantial funds to help heal those suffering from the hidden 
wounds of war through the sale of the commemorative ‘Tommies ͟’. 

 

It is proposed that St Mary’s buys a number of Silhouettes of ‘Tommies’ (at least 10) 
which are life-sized and may be fixed to chairs.  
They will commemorate the men from Great Baddow remembered in the church and 
in the graveyard, who gave their lives in World War I.  
They will be placed around St Mary’s in the period before Remembrance Sunday with 
details of the individual soldier’s service.  
They will be a very powerful reminder of those men who did not return.           (P.T.O) 

mailto:Stephen_foakes@btinternet.com


It is proposed that local schools will be invited into St Mary’s for Services to remember 
these men. 
 

The seated silhouettes cost £42 each. They will also be available for use in future years 
around the time of Remembrance Sunday.  
Donations of £200 towards the cost of 5 silhouettes have already been received.  
The PCC has agreed to underwrite the purchase costs, but it is hoped that members of 
the church family may be willing to donate towards the cost of the silhouettes.  
 

If you are willing to donate, please pass your donations to John Ansell, Treasurer or to 
Stephen Foakes.  
 

For further information about this charity, please visit the website:  
www.therebutnotthere.org.uk or speak to Stephen Foakes.  
 

Thank you. 
    

‘As One’ Call the Nation to Prayer 
 

In 1947 part of a prophecy from the evangelist, Smith Wigglesworth, said: “When the 
new church phase is on the wane, there will be evidence in the churches of something 
that has not been seen before: a coming together of those with an emphasis on the 
word and those with an emphasis on the Spirit.  When the word and the Spirit come 
together there will be the biggest move of the Holy Spirit that the nation, and indeed 
the world has ever seen…. The outpouring of God’s Spirit will flow over from the U.K. 
to mainland Europe, and from there will begin a missionary movement to the ends of 
the earth.” 
 

Different prayer movements in the nation have been sensing that the time is coming 
for the beginning of the fulfilment of this and other prophecies.  (You can read further 
on the CTNTP website.) 
 

24/7 Prayer for Chelmsford has linked with “Call the Nation to Prayer” to fulfil a vision 
of CTNTP’’s founder, Peter Hill.  Peter’s attention was drawn to Ezekiel 37:15 ff.  This 
passage speaks of a divided Israeli nation being brought back together as one, signified 
by the joining of 2 sticks.  In his vision Peter saw the U.K. and 2 sticks, represented by 
staffs, shepherd’s crooks, being bound together and that symbolically this could be the 
joining of word and Spirit.  The Bishop of Coventry and others have been approached 
and so a special day of prayer will be held. 
 

29th September is St. Michael’s Day.  Biblically Archangel Michael is a warrior angel 
who deals on our behalf with spiritual powers in response to prayer.  The full name of 
Coventry Cathedral is St. Michael’s Cathedral and on the 29th September this year 
there will be a prayer gathering held in the grounds of the old ruined cathedral, 
followed by a time of prayer in Meriden, a few miles west of Coventry.  On the village 
green is a 500-year-old market cross.  This location is widely regarded as the traditional 
centre or heart of England and here the shepherd’s crooks will be joined, and prayer 
take place for the Church, in unity, as one, to let the world know of God’s love for all 
people. 
 

Report written by Revd Sandy Southee 

http://www.therebutnotthere.org.uk


Church Diary for September 2018 
   
Sunday 2nd September – The Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 

 10:00am Holy Communion with Powerhouse Presentations & 
Commissioning of children groups helpers & leaders 

 6.30pm Evening Service with Commissioning of Pathfinder & 
Crossfire leaders and helpers 

Monday 3rd  10.00am MAC group parcel pack in Bell St Hall 

 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world re-starts in 
the Prayer Chapel 

Tuesday 4th  9.30am Meditation Group re-starts in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 5th  10:00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
Thursday 6th 9.30am SYM meeting in Bell St Hall 
 10.00am Café Club in Church 
 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
Friday 7th  11.00am Church Open until 2.00pm  
 6.00pm ‘Cool Connections’ Club night re-starts in Church Centre 
 7.30pm Bellringing in church 
Saturday 8th 10.00am ‘Ride and Stride’ event 
Sunday 9th September – The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Morning Praise with Focus Spot on MAC & Powerhouse 
 6.30pm Encounter… with Holy Communion 
 6.30pm Pathfinders re-start in Bell St Hall 
Monday 10th 8.30am Morning Prayer re-starts in Prayer Chapel 
 9.30am Breakfast & Bibles meet. (Ring Dot Cumming for venue) 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
 8.00pm PCC meeting in Bell St Hall 
Tuesday 11th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 12th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
Thursday 13th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 1.45pm Tiny Church re-starts fortnightly in Church Centre 
Friday 14th   11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 7.45pm Choir practice in Church 
Saturday 15th 2.30pm Bellringing Quarter Peal attempt in Church 
Sunday 16th September – The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Holy Communion & Powerhouse 
 6.30pm Encounter… 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 



Monday 17th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
 8.00pm Homegroup Leaders meeting in Church 
Tuesday 18th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 7.30pm Book Club in Church 
 8.00pm MLT meeting at Matt & Kirsty’s 
Wednesday 19th   8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
Thursday 20th   8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Café Club in Church 
 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
Friday 21st  11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
Saturday 22nd 10.00am Decorating the Church for Harvest 
Sunday 23rd September – The Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Family Harvest Festival Service 
 6.30pm Encounter… with Holy Communion  
Monday 24th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.30am Breakfast & Bibles meet. (Ring Dot Cumming for venue) 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 25th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 26th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
Thursday 27th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
 1.45pm Tiny Church in Church Centre 
Friday 28th  11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
Sunday 30th September – The Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am All-age Service 
 6.30pm Reflective Holy Communion 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Church Office 
Hours of Opening:   01245 477501  
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday: 9:30am to 12:30pm, 1:45pm to 3:00pm 
Wednesday & Friday   9:30am to 12:30pm 
Tuesday evenings   7:00pm to 8:00pm (wedding applications only)  
Email: stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com          Web-site: www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk  
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