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October 2016 
 
Dear Brothers & Sisters, 
 
Right at the beginning of the Bible in the book of Genesis we are 
reminded that harvest represents the promise of God’s 
faithfulness to us in that, ‘As long as the earth endures, seedtime 
and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night will 
never cease.’ (Genesis 8:22). Harvest reveals the very heart of the 
character of God, his faithfulness, and we can trust him 
completely.  
 
It is that time of year again when we celebrate the abundance of 
creation and give thanks for the harvest, we are reminded that it 
is God who supplies all our needs and he is a generous God who 
calls us to be generous too, ‘The land yields its harvest; God, our 
God, blesses us.’ (Psalm 67:6) As part of our response to the 
generosity of God in his provision for us, we are giving our Harvest 
gifts to the Foodbank that through their work we may bless others in God’s name. This is an 
ongoing need. It’s great that so much is given at Harvest time that the store can be filled, but 
the need is there all year round – please continue to support this work throughout the year. The 
Notice Sheets give us information as to what are the ongoing needs and ‘treats’ are always 
welcome!  
 
Jesus also talks about another harvest – not of the land but of peoples’ hearts and minds, “Then 
[Jesus] said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the 
harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.’” (Matthew 9:37-38) We are called 
to share not only of our physical wealth but also to share with others the Good News of Jesus - 
that He came to bring salvation and fullness of life. We have the words of eternal life we need to 
share them with those around us, our families and friends, our neighbours, our work colleagues. 
We need to be the workers in the field, ready to respond to God’s call to action. 
 
May this Harvest time remind us gain of God’s faithfulness, his generosity and blessing and of 
his commission to tell others the Good News of Jesus.  
 
Revd Sue Finch,  
 
Curate, St Mary’s
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St Mary’s Church News 
Church Administrator 
We are sorry to announce that our Church Administrator, Stuart Sadler will be stepping down 
from his role at the end of October. Stuart has been with us for the last year and we are very 
grateful for all he has done overseeing the day to day administration of St. Mary’s and various 
wider administrative duties for the team ministry.  Stuart has also helped us upgrade our office 
IT and reorganise our office processes and we give thanks for the time, gifts and energy he has 
given to the role. There will be an opportunity for us to express our thanks to Stuart towards the 
end of October. We will shortly be advertising for a new Church Administrator when the job 
profile and person specification will be available. In the meantime, if you would be interested in 
finding out about the role please contact Philip Ritchie dpritchie1@gmail.com tel: 01245 471995 
for an informal conversation. If you are aware of anyone else who might be interested in the 
role, please do mention it. Please pray for Stuart and Angela as he prepares to step down and 
for the appointment of the right person to this important role in our church life and ministry. 
 

PCC News 
The PCC meets every other month on the second Monday evening and over the last couple of 
meetings we have considered the following items alongside the usual items of business on our 
agenda: 

- Annual review of Health and Safety & Annual review of Safeguarding. 
- Serving with accountability – how we are responding to different aspects of the 

Transforming Presence diocesan initiative. 
- The allocation of our mission grants in line with our mission support policy. 
- Approval of building work on the roof and stonework of St. Mary’s arising from our 

Quinquennial report. 
- Response to the Diocesan Budget for 2017  
- Each of our meeting concludes with an opportunity to share good news stories from 

the life of St. Mary’s before a time of prayer and it is always encouraging to hear the 
wide variety of ways in which God is blessing us as we seek to serve him. 

-  
The agenda for each PCC meeting is posted on the council noticeboard at the back of church 
and the minutes are posted following each meeting. The up to date list of PCC members is also 
posted on the board and if there are any matters that you wish the PCC to consider please 
contact Jane Willis the PCC secretary. Please continue to pray for our PCC in its role in the 
ministry and mission of St. Mary’s for God’s glory. 
 

St Mary’s Church Events 
7 October: Chelmsford 24/7 Prayer Space  
You are welcome to spend time in prayer in St Mary’s Church on Friday 7 October from 
11:00am. Chelmsford 24/7 is a place to encounter God and to pray for our City, nation, world or 
anything else that is on your heart.  Please take a leaflet available at the back of Church in the 
Welcome Corner.  In September there was weekend calling for a wave of prayer over our 
nation, our streets, our communities to see our nation transformed.  This is just not a one-off  

mailto:dpritchie1@gmail.com
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initiative; it requires Christians to constantly pray for our 
nation so that our national life can be transformed by God – it 
is only He who can work his saving and miraculous love for 
those who need salvation and healing. For more information,  

Contact: Dave Gilbey, 07790 669414, email: 
enquiries@chelmsford24-7.org  
 
15 October: Women’s Prayer Breakfast 

A women’s prayer breakfast will be held in church on 
Saturday, 15 October commencing at 9:00am and 
finishing latest 10:30am.  If you would like to attend, 
please complete the sign-up sheet that will be at the back 
of church.  Your kind donation will be very much 
appreciated.  For more information, contact: Kate Gowen 
at katy.gowen@gmail.com 

 

16 October: Annual Memorial Service 
The Annual Memorial Service takes place at St Mary’s on Sunday, 16 October @ 6:30pm. 
This will be an opportunity to express gratitude for the life of someone you love; to share in 
feelings of loss and sadness; to hear words of hope from the Bible and if you wish, to light a 
candle in memory of your loved one.  The Service will be followed by light refreshments. Cards 
are at the back of church which can be completed and returned to the Church Office should you 
wish to include the name of someone to be remembered. 
 

29 October: Glitter & Glow 
Saturday 29th October 5.30-8.30pm. This will be a ticketed event only for children held at the 
Church. Tickets will be available from the Church Office from Monday, 3 October at £2 each. 
 

 

Ride & Stride: Update 
Very many thanks to all those people who generously sponsored our riders and walkers who 
took part in "Ride and Stride" in aid of Friends of Essex Churches on 10 September. We will have 
raised over £1,000 with matched funding. Half of the funds we have raised will be given back to 
St Mary's for repairs and maintenance. 
Special thanks go to Andrew Podd, Christine Smith and Stephen Foakes who "rode and strode!" 
Also thank you to Harry and Margaret Marsh, David Morris, Bert Boxer and Heather and 
Stephen Foakes who "manned" the Church for the day. We had 19 people visit St Mary's during 
the day who were taking part in the event. 
"Ride and Stride" is always held on the second Saturday in September and is one of the main 
fund raising events for Friends of Essex Churches Trust. It is a sponsored cycle ride or walk to 
visit as many churches as possible in Essex. The Trust provides grants for repairs and 
maintenance for churches in Essex. It would be great if more people in St Mary's could take part 
next year in the event which will be held on 9th September 2017. (Stephen Foakes)

mailto:enquiries@chelmsford24-7.org
mailto:katy.gowen@gmail.com
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Church Diary for October 2016 
   
Sunday 2nd October 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Holy Communion 
 6.30pm Meditative Service 
Monday 3rd  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting in Church 
Tuesday 4th    8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 5th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 10.00am Holy Communion 
Thursday 6th 8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Café Club in Church 
 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
Friday 7th  11:00am 24/7 Prayer Space in Church 
 11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 7:45pm Bell ringing practice 
Sunday 9th October 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Morning Praise – Focus on SYM 
 6.30pm Encounter…with Holy Communion 
Monday 10th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am MAC Pack in Bell Street Hall 
 1:00pm Baddow Hall Infants Church visit 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting in Church 
 8:00pm Standing Committee Meeting  
Tuesday 11th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 12th 8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 10.00am Holy Communion 
Thursday 13th 8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11.30am Church open until 2:00pm 
Friday 14th  11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 7:45pm Bell ringing practice 
Saturday 15th 9:00am Women’s Prayer Breakfast in Church 
Sunday 16th October 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Holy Communion 
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 6.30pm Annual Memorial Service 
Monday 17th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:00am Bible & Babies in Bell St Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting in Church 
Tuesday 18th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 7:30pm Book Club in Church 
Wednesday 19th    8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 10.00am Holy Communion 
Thursday 20th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Café Club in Church 
 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 2:00pm Cambridge Bell Ringers in Church 
Friday 21st    11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
Sunday 23rd October 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Family Service with Baptisms 
 6:30pm Encounter…with Holy Communion  
Monday 24th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 7:00pm Prayer Meeting in Church 
Tuesday 25th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 26th    8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
Thursday 27th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
Friday 28th  11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
Saturday 29th 5:30pm Glitter & Glow in Church 
Sunday 30th October 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am All Age Communion Service 
 6:30pm Meditative Service  
Monday 31st 8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 

 7:00pm Prayer meeting in Church 
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Schools Youth Ministry 
For over 20 years SYM has been ministering to our local schools offering 
lessons, assemblies, lunchtime clubs and, in the last few years, 
mentoring. Primarily we are a senior schools work company, although 
we do regularly visit a couple of primary schools offering lessons and 
assemblies.  Every senior school in the city has a lunchtime club – called 
either ‘CU’ or ‘emerge’, and we work in partnership with the pastoral 
teams in three schools offering mentoring to students who, for 
whatever reason, are struggling with life. Our team consists of four part-time staff; Jo Morgan, 
Jackie Thornton, Emma Alleway and Lynsey Crisp, one intern – Jamie Roddy and a number of 
amazing and committed volunteers from the city’s churches.  
 

Over the last year we have delivered two prayer space events in Moulsham High along with 
some lessons in Moulsham, Sandon and Boswells.  On average, during one of these weeks in 
school, we will see around 600 students and introduce them to creative prayer covering topics 
such as Calm, The World, Sorry, Forgiveness, Who am I? together with activities based on the 
season – usually Christmas or Easter. The feedback from both pupils and staff is overwhelmingly 
positive.  We are also a regular on the curriculum for Drugs and Alcohol Awareness lessons, 
Spirituality and Philosophy Days.  
 
Our lunchtime clubs are all so different.  Some are attended by a majority of Christian students, 
who come to debate and discuss their faith, while for others their ‘emerge’ group is the closest 
they will ever come to a church.  For them it is a safe place where they are respected and loved 
without question.  
 

Mentoring is a relatively new area for us, but we really felt that God was calling us to become 
more involved with the pastoral teams and offer our support to young people who were facing 
difficulties in school.  Our ever growing team of mentors go into school each week, some for a 
couple of hours, some all day and take referrals from the pastoral team.  They commit to see 
the young person for as long as they need support.  For some this might just be a few weeks, for 
others it could be years.  The reasons for referral can be low self-esteem, anger issues, bad 
behaviour, self-harm, grief or family troubles (to name but a few) but, for many of the young 
people, it can be a combination of several things.  Having some time with someone who is there 
just to listen to them, suggest tools and ideas that might help and be there to hear how things 
have gone and not give up on them, can make a huge difference to their life.  We feel very 
privileged to be able to speak into the lives of so many young people, and be a positive role 
model and supporter for them.  The pastoral teams also value our presence and support for 
them also and many have welcomed a listening ear and even prayer for themselves at times. 
School is a very different world now than it was for many of us and our work has evolved, we 
hope, to respond to that.  This work is so valuable and essential and, if we wish to be available 
to this ever growing need, your prayers and financial support are vital.  Thank you for all you do 
for us already.  If you would like to know more about what we do or begin to support us our 
website address is www.symchelmsford.org   
 
 
 

http://www.symchelmsford.org
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Other forthcoming Events 
9 - 16 October: Prisons Week ‘Lord have mercy’ 
Prayer leaflets will be available in the Welcome corner and prayer chapel with daily topics for 
prayer. For forty years now, Prisons Week has prepared prayer literature to enable the Christian 
community, through individuals and churches, to pray for the needs of all those affected by 
prisons: prisoners and their families, victims of crime and their communities, those working in 
the criminal justice system and the many people who are involved in caring for those affected 
by crime on the inside and outside of our prisons. More information at www.Prisonsweek.org or 
speak to Mike Lane 
 

12th October – Theological Society Lectures 2016 St Cedd’s Hall, Chapter 
House, Chelmsford 
‘From Eve to Yummy Mummy:  The Spirituality and Theology of Maternity and Childbirth by 
Rev’d Dr Miranda Threlfall-Holmes 
Miranda Threlfall-Holmes is an Anglican priest, a writer, historian and theologian. She is 
particularly interested in the history of the church, and how historical understanding can shed 
fresh light on contemporary issues. She also has an interest in contemporary spirituality. 
The lecture begins at 8:00pm and all are welcome to attend. Further information on this and 
other similar events go to www.chelmsford.anglican.org/faith/event/150387 
 

Focus on FEBA Radio – Paul Vernon shares his insights 
FEBA's engineering has evolved: today it's about advice, training and sustainability. Paul Vernon 
gives an insight into just what our engineers do. 
 

l've always enjoyed fixing things. I find it really rewarding - and that's even truer when I can see 
the result is going to help people. I suppose that's why my role as an engineer is so satisfying. 
 

Wherever we work, our first question to the partner is always: 'What will help us to reach our 
audience?' Appropriate technology is crucial. So this can sometimes mean encouraging our 
partner not to build what they think a radio station should be - but rather what is actually 
necessary and suitable. 

Cost and robustness 
When most of your audience will be listening on small, cheap 
radios and you don't have the budget of a major broadcaster, a 
'high-fidelity' transmission 
doesn't matter that much. The more important factors will be 
the equipment's cost and robustness. 
 

Taking time to get it right 
We try hard to advise partners, rather than simply equipping 
them. That way they are invested in decisions about their 
project right from the start. Last year, we completed a long-
term project in the Horn of Africa, assisting our partner to 
complete their media centre. We finished by helping to source 
and install the most appropriate equipment for their five 
studios; but before we even started on that, we spent a long 
time advising the local staff on building plans, ventilation and 

http://www.Prisonsweek.org
http://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/faith/event/150387
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acoustics. It took a while, but it was worth it. The current teams have exactly the set-up they 
need, and our partners have the technical resources to expand their work so that more people 
will be affected by the Gospel. 
 

Creating sustainability together 
It's important for our partners to be technically self-sufficient, too. This means trying to source 
equipment locally, wherever possible. It also means that training is a key part of our role. In 
community radio projects we build the studio together: everyone is encouraged to plug things 
in, ask questions and propose solutions as part of the learning process. We emphasise that it's 
about the community. They're creating the opportunity to share stories and address issues that 
matter to their neighbours. 
 

This is exactly what we did in Kamango, DRC, in January, with the team of Umoja FM, and we 
plan to do more when we return at the end of June. 
 

I realise not everyone gets as excited about engineering as I do - but it really matters. This kind 
of work helps our partners to create radio stations that bring the Gospel to their communities. 
Lives change because of it. 
 

The Church Office 
Hours of opening: 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday: 9:30am to 12:30pm, 1:45pm to 3:00pm 
Wednesday & Friday  9:30am to 12:30pm 
Tuesday evenings   7:00pm to 8:00pm (wedding applications only)  
01245 477501  
stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com 
 
 www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk  

mailto:stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com
http://www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk

