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Dear brothers and sisters 
In 2005 the BBC Radio 4 Today programme ran a vote to discover Britain’s greatest painting 
and the winner was something a surprise, The Fighting Temeraire by J M W Turner. I’ve had 
the privilege of seeing the painting in the National Gallery and it is very striking, though it 
wouldn’t be my first choice. The painting is of one of the old warships from the battle of 
Trafalgar being tugged up the Thames to the docks to be broken up for scrap. The subject 
and scene are hardly very promising, neither attractive nor dramatic, a clapped out old ship 
ready for the scrapyard on a dirty river. 
However, Turner paints the subject in 
such a way that the ship becomes 
something stately and beautiful, capturing 
something of its past glory. What 
transforms the subject and scene is 
Turner’s use of light, the sun above the 
river with its rays extending across the 
water and illuminating the ship. Turner 
was famous for his use of light which he 
employed to dramatic effect to create 
atmosphere and to see things in a 
different way.  
 
During Lent, we have been journeying with Jesus towards Jerusalem and the cross. This is a 
time when we reflect on the difficulties and challenges of discipleship and the things that 
damage and mar our lives and our world. At times things can seem bleak and even 
hopeless, about as promising as a worn out old ship heading for the breakers yard. Yet, we 
reflect on these things not just in the shadow of the cross but in the light of the 
resurrection of Jesus. His resurrection reminds us that sin and death have been defeated, 
that the Light has overcome the darkness and so the glory of the resurrection infuses our 
lives and our world with hope, transforming the most unpromising situations with the 
vision of God’s glory revealed in the risen Lord Jesus Christ. Think for a moment of Mary at 
the garden tomb on that first Easter Sunday. Mary is in a place of death and despair, 
transformed into a place of life and joy as she encounters her risen Master. As Christians, 
we are called not avoid or opt out of the challenges and trials of life but to see them in the 
light of the hope that is in us; the light of our Easter hope in the risen Son of God. 
 
God of glory, by the raising of your Son you have broken the chains of death and hell: fill 
your Church with faith and hope; for a new day has dawned and the way to life stands open 
in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.  
With love and prayers, Philip, Team Rector



  

Alpha @ St Mary’s 2017 
 

Alpha is an opportunity to explore questions about the meaning of life and God. Each 
year we run an Alpha course at St. Mary’s and this year the course will take place 
during the summer beginning in May on a Tuesday evening in 
church. Depending on interest we may run a day time course as well 
as an evening one. The course lasts ten weeks and each session 
includes a video, coffee/tea and puddings and an opportunity to 
discuss the session theme together. Anyone can come along, 
whether you are exploring questions for the first time or want to go 
a bit deeper into what it means to follow Jesus in today’s world. 
If you would like to find out more about Alpha please speak to Philip Ritchie, Sue Finch 
or Matt Houghton or sign up on the sheet at back of church. 
 

Easter Choir 
 

Please sign up to be part of our Easter choir. All Welcome (age 7 – 11yrs, please bring 
an adult with you). No need to be able to read music.  Our rehearsal will take place in 
church on Saturday 15th April 9.00 – 11.30am. 
For more information, please contact Anne Fitz on email: anne@lamp7.com 
 

Tiny Church 
 

For pre-school children, our first meeting for Summer term will be Thursday 6th April in the 
Church Centre between 1.45pm and 2.45pm for a time of singing, bible story, craft activity and 
refreshments all aimed at pre-school children. 
 

SUMMER TERM 2017: Thursday 6th April, Thursday 18th May, Thursday 15th June and                              
Thursday 13th July 
 

If you want to know more then please speak to Sue Finch (473143) or Kirsty Houghton 
(475724). Look forward to seeing you there  
     

Lent & Easter Services - Great Baddow Team Ministry 
 
 

Palm Sunday 9th April  
8.00am - Holy Communion 
10.00am – All-Age Palm Praise 
6.30pm - Meditative Communion 
 

Maundy Thursday 13th April  
8.000pm - Holy Communion at St Mary’s Church 
 

Good Friday 14th April 
9.20am - March of Witness beginning at The Vineyards  
                 followed by soup & rolls at Meadgate, The Orchards 
2.00pm - An hour at the Cross at Meadgate, The Orchards 
 

Easter Day 16th April  
8.00am - Holy Communion 
10.00am – Easter all-age Communion  
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St Mary’s Annual Meetings 2017 
The Meeting of Parishioners and the Annual Parochial Church Meeting will take place 
in church on Monday 24th April at 8pm. All members of St Mary’s church are invited to 
come along and learn more about the business of the church and the exciting 
ministries that are being undertaken by so many committed people. 
At the meetings, we will elect the following: 
2 Churchwardens 
2 Deputy Church Wardens 
4 Deanery Synod Representatives 
3 PCC members (3yrs) 
1 PCC member (2yrs) 
1 PCC member (1yr) 
 
Nomination forms for the different positons will be available at the back of church 
from 2nd April. If you would like to find out more about what is involved with any of 
these positions please speak to one of the clergy or a member of the PCC. Please pray 
for the meetings and for all those considering standing for our PCC. 
 

Forthcoming Dates for your Diary 
 
 
 

Saturday 1st April  
9.00am – Women’s Prayer Breakfast in church 
 

Friday 21st April 
7.30pm - Light of the World Performance.  
 

Saturday 22nd April 
2.30pm - Matinée performance of Light of the World 
7.30pm - Evening performance of Light of the World 
 

Sunday 23rd April 
12.30pm - MAC (Mid Africa Concern) lunch in Church 
 

Monday 24th April 
8.00pm - The Meeting of Parishioners and the Annual Parochial Church Meeting. 
 
 

Opportunities to Serve 
 

The mission and ministry of St. Mary’s is supported by a very large team of people 
using their gifts in God’s service. There are always opportunities to get involved and at 
the moment we have several particular needs: 
Christian Aid: This year Graham & Anne Heath are organising our Christian Aid 
collection for the last time. They’ve done a brilliant job over many years but now it is 
time for them to hang up their angel wings. If you would be interested in getting 
involved with organising this annual mission outreach please have a word with Graham 
or Anne or speak to one of the clergy. 
Sunday vergers and welcome team: Each Sunday a team of people work with the 
Church Wardens in ensuring the smooth running of our services. We have a particular 
need for new people to help with verging and welcoming. If you would like to find out 
more about what is involved please speak to Kay Pountney or one of the clergy. 
 
 



 
 

Mid Africa Concern (MAC) Lunch 
 
 

On Sunday 23rd April 12.30pm, MAC will be providing a hot lunch in church and Linda 
Lane will be giving an illustrative talk on her recent visit to Uganda. 
Please bring your own drinks. 
Please support this event to help us cover our increasing postage costs. 
 
 

Holiday Club 2017 
  

Holiday Club 2017 will be Sunday 30th July - Sunday 6th August 
 
Holiday Club preparation is well underway and we have an exciting programme for the 
children of games, songs, crafts and stories about Jesus. Posters will go up after Easter 
and bookings will open in early May.  
 
We would like a few more volunteers to help during the week. If you can offer one or 
more mornings on 1-4th August 8.45am to 12.30pm, I would love to hear from you.  
 
We will also need help to decorate the church in Roman style on Saturday 29th July 
and I'm looking for refreshment volunteers as well for the 1-4th August.  
 
If you feel you can help please contact Elizabeth Podd by email: 
elizabethpodd@aol.com or by telephone: 07971 677997. 
 

Team GB at the Races 
 

Sunday 14th May is the annual Great Baddow Charity Races, starting and finishing at 
the Rec. The main race begins at 11am, but there’s lots going on beforehand.  
As a Church Team, we have booked our pitch, yet more importantly we want to be a 
visible presence both before and after the races have taken place: chatting to people, 
giving out information about our three churches 
and simply enjoying the morning.  
And so, if you’d like to be a part of our Team GB 
“visible presence” on race day, and you’ve some 
simple yet creative ideas as to how we can bless 
people, then do contact me on 01245 269026 or 
revphilsheldrake@gmail.com  
Alternatively, please write your contact details 
down on the sign-up list at the back of church. 
 
If you can’t make it along that morning, do please pray that in being down at the Rec - 
or even in running the race - our conversation and presence will simply be salt and light 
to our village. 
Phil Sheldrake 
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Diocese of Chelmsford Lent Appeal 2017 
 
 
 

 
 

Join with us this year as we raise vital money to support our 
diocesan partner Anglican Development Services Mount Kenya 
East (ADSMKE). This year they have invited us to partner with 
them in developing two projects in northern and central Kenya. 
 
THE MATERNITY WING OF MOUNT KENYA HOSPITAL 
Two years ago, the Christians of Chelmsford Diocese supported 
ADSMKE to build two new wards for its hospital in Kerugoya, 
Kirinyaga County. They now seek our support to equip the Newborn Unit, to ensure 
the safety of both babies and mothers. 
 
Your support will help to buy three incubators and two infant warmers, along with 
other equipment and a wider renovation of the maternity unit. 
They will be doing some fundraising themselves, so this will be a full partnership in the 
Gospel to build on the foundations of previous work, and also ensure that new born 
children have the best chance of surviving and having a full life. 
 
THE BOREHOLE PROJECT IN ISIOLO 
A three-hour drive further north from the hospital lies the frontier town of Isiolo, 
within which ADS has a centre that serves the pastoralist communities of this region. It 
is a very dry region, and access to water is a major problem. 
For the centre to continue its work, it often has to spend a considerable amount of 
money purchasing water from bowsers. For the local community, the cost of such 
water is often prohibitive, leading many to have to walk five miles in search of water 
which may not be fit for human consumption. 
By sinking a borehole in the ADS compound, a long-lasting solution to water shortage 
will be secured. It would provide a safe supply of water for local residents from all 
tribes and religions. It will also enable ADS to offer services that require reliable access 
to water. 
 
It will mean that the agricultural training department will be able to demonstrate how 
to grow alternative horticultural crops, and develop learning around drip irrigation. 
This will have the effect of increasing food security within the region. 
 
Ways to donate 

 Send a Cheque made payable to CDBF with ‘Lent Appeal’ on the reverse to 
Lent Appeal, Diocese of Chelmsford, 53 New Street, Chelmsford CM1 1AT. 

 Make a donation online via our secure BT-MyDonate website  
 Visit: www.chelmsford.anglican.org/lentappeal2017 to donate online or email 

Revd Lee Batson lbatson@chelmsford.anglican.org  
 
Thank you. 
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Church Diary for April 2017 
   
Saturday 1st  9.00am Women’s Prayer Breakfast in Church 
Sunday 2nd April – The Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10:00am Holy Communion 
 6.30pm Encounter… 
Monday 3rd  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 12.00 pm Funeral in Church 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting for the church and the world 
Tuesday 4th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 5th 8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 11.30am Funeral in Church 
 12.30pm Coffee Pot Leaders meeting in Bell St Hall 
Thursday 6th 8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
Friday 7th  11.00am 24/7 Prayer Space in Church with Church Open 
 7.30pm Bellringing in Church 
Sunday 9th April – Palm Sunday 
HOLY WEEK 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am All-Age Palm Praise 
 6.30pm Meditative Communion 
Monday 10th  10.00am MAC Pack in Bell St Hall 
 8.00pm Standing Committee Meeting 
Tuesday 11th  9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 12th    10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
Thursday 13th – Maundy Thursday 
 10.00am Café Club in Church 
 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 8.00pm Holy Communion  
Friday 14th – Good Friday 

 9.20am March of Witness, beginning at The Vineyards 
followed by soup & rolls at Meadgate, The Orchards 

 11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 2.00pm ‘An hour at the Cross’ at Meadgate, The Orchards 
Saturday 15th 9.30am Easter Choir practice in Church 
Sunday 16th March – EASTER SUNDAY 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Easter All-Age Communion with Easter Egg hunt 
  NO EVENING SERVICE 
   



   

Church Diary cont’d 
Tuesday 18th    9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 1.30pm Funeral in Church 
 7.30pm Book Group in Church 
Wednesday 19th      10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 2.00pm Funeral Service for Fred Kime in Church 
Thursday 20th   11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
Friday 21st   11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 7.30pm ‘Let Your Light Shine’ Pathfinder Performance 
Saturday 22nd 2.30pm ‘Let Your Light Shine’ Pathfinder Performance 
 7.30pm ‘Let Your Light Shine’ Pathfinder Performance 
Sunday 23rd April – The Second Sunday of Easter 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Family Service  
 12.30pm MAC Lunch in church followed by presentation 
 6.30pm Encounter…with Holy Communion 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 
Monday 24th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9.00am Bibles & Babies group in Bell St Hall 

 8.00pm Meeting of Parishioners followed by: 
Annual Parochial Church meeting 

Tuesday 25th 8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 26th      8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
Thursday 27th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Café Club in Church 
 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
Friday 28th  11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
Saturday 29th 10.30am Visiting Bellringing Team 
Sunday 30th April – The Third Sunday of Easter 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am All-Age Communion 
 6.30pm Film – Risen! 
 6.30pm Pathfinders meet in Bell St Hall 
 
 
 

  

The Church Office 
Hours of Opening:   01245 477501  
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday: 9:30am to 12:30pm, 1:45pm to 3:00pm 
Wednesday & Friday   9:30am to 12:30pm 
Tuesday evenings   7:00pm to 8:00pm (wedding applications only)  
Email: stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com          Web-site: www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk  
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