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May 2016 
Dear sisters and brothers, 
 
Each Sunday we say the Lord’s Prayer in our worship and no 
doubt most of us use the same prayer in our own personal prayer 
times. As part of that prayer we pray ‘your kingdom come’ or in 
the more traditional language ‘thy kingdom come’. We are 
praying that God’s love, will, purposes and values would be lived 
out in our lives and in our world. Earlier this year the Archbishops 
of Canterbury and York wrote to every parish in the country 
inviting us to join them in setting aside the week leading up to 
Pentecost (May 8th - 15th) as a week of prayer for our country 
and that people would come to know the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. They have used the title ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ as a focus for this week of prayer and other 
denominations and organisations have joined the initiative. 
 
In Team GB (the Great Baddow Team Ministry) we are organising various ways in which we can 
share in the ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ initiative including: 

 Conversations at the Crossroads:  A leaflet of pocket prayers for church members to 
use during the 8 days leading up to Pentecost. 

 24 hours of prayer: At the back of church is a prayer rota to sign up to pray for an hour 
as part of 24 hours of prayer from 8am Friday 13th May to 7am Saturday 14th May. 

 24/7 Prayer space:  will be at The Orchards, Meadgate between 9am and 1pm on 
Friday 13th May. 

 Worship: There will be a time of worship at The Orchards, Meadgate starting at 
7.30pm on Friday 13th May followed by a talk on Mission by Revd Dr James Harding 
Missiology lecturer at St Mellitus College. 

Other events: Other events have been organised across Chelmsford including 24 hours of prayer 
at Chelmsford Cathedral organised by Chelmsford 24/7 running from 6pm Tuesday 10th to 6pm 
Wednesday 11th May. There will also be national events taking place. 
Further information: A special website has been set up for the event with suggestions for 
prayer, videos and other information at: www.thykingdom.co.uk  
 
May we know God’s kingdom come in our lives, in our church, in our community and in our 
society by the power of his Holy Spirit this Pentecost. 
 
With love and prayers, 
Philip 
Team Rector 

http://www.thykingdom.co.uk
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St Mary’s Events 
 
6th May - Chelmsford 24/7 Prayer Space at St Mary’s Gt Baddow 
 

There will be a Prayer Space at St. Mary’s on the first Friday of every 
month from 11:00am to 2:00pm.  The next will be held on Friday 6th 
May in St Mary’s Church.  The church will have a number of prayer 
stations enabling people to pray about many issues concerning our 
City.  Nationally, the 24-7 Prayer movement is involved, and locally in 
partnership with Chelmsford Cathedral, is holding 24 hours of prayer 

from 6 pm Tuesday 10th to 6 pm Wednesday 11th May. Please feel free to join us during this 
time. For further information or to sign -up: https://chelmsford24-7.org/chelmsford-24-7-
events/cathedral24hours/ or speak to Sandy Southee 01245 475456 

 
Extract from 24-7 March Newsletter concerning St Mary’s: 
On Friday 4 March, we had our second Prayer Space at St. Mary’s, Great 
Baddow. We were all set up and I was at the back of the church just 
chatting, when I suddenly felt an inclination to go to the chancel, where 
the prayer stations were set up, and to draw a picture. I sat down and 
drew a depiction of the spider’s web and for good measure, drew a 
yellow cross at the centre, to represent the light of Gospel. 
 
Having finished, I stood back, and with the piece of paper in the exact 
same place where I had been drawing, was amazed to see a bright light 
shining right on the centre of the page and directly upon the cross. 
There was no reflected light anywhere else on the table or nearby.  
After some investigation, I found that it was sun-light, which was coming through a high up 
window behind and which was being reflected back from about eight feet away from a three by 
one and a half inch brass door plaque on the Vestry door! 
 
PCC News 
At our annual church meetings on 17th April we elected various church officers and 
representatives to serve on our PCC for the coming year. Those elected were: 

 Churchwardens:   Neil McClean and Kay Pountney 
 Deputy Wardens:   Graham Heath and Sally Lowe 
 Deanery Synod Rep: Andrew Podd 
 PCC Reps:  Jacqui Pavey, Wendy Ross and Caroline Saunders. 

 
The full list of those serving on our PCC is posted on the church council notice board at the back 
of church. Please pray for our PCC as its members seek to serve the church in its ministry and 
mission to the community of Great Baddow over the coming year. If there are any matters you 
would like the PCC to consider then please speak to either Philip Ritchie (Team Rector) or Jane 
Willis (PCC secretary). 
 

https://chelmsford24-7.org/chelmsford-24-7-
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A Whale of a Tale – Holiday Club 
 
Holiday Club 2016 will begin with an opening service in St 
Mary’s Church on Sunday July 24th, and will run for 100 
primary school children from 9:15am to 12:15pm on the 
mornings of Tuesday 26th to Friday 29th July, with a 
closing service on the 31st. Please ensure that you book 
early to avoid disappointment. 
 

Posters are now displayed in the Church and a 
registration form is available either from the Church 
Office or available at www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk.  
Registration forms and payments are to be returned to 
the Church Office. 
 

The cost is £12 per first child registered for the week with 
subsequent siblings at £10 each.  Cheques are to be made 
payable to’ St Mary’s Church Great Baddow PCC’. 
 

We always need an extensive army of helpers to help 
with the children, run crafts, man the refreshments, 
organise the club before hand and help each morning. If 
you are able to help we would love to hear from you and what you are most interested in 
helping with. It may be possible to get leave from your job to help at Holiday Club if your 
workplace runs a Community Assistance Leave Scheme, check with your HR department.  
 

For further information or offers of help, please contact Elizabeth Podd: 
elizabethpodd@aol.com or 01245 460018 or The Church Office – contact details at the end of 
this newsletter. 
 

A TEAM GB event 

 
Gravetalk 
 
It is not easy to talk about death, dying and grief. GRAVETALK is a café space event using 
thought provoking questions to stimulate the conversation on Life, Death, Society, Funerals and 
Grief. 
 
1:30-2:30pm at the Orchards, Meadgate on Thursday 19th May. During the session there will be 
three 5 minute talks looking at different aspects of the topic. A separate space for quiet prayer 
will be available after the event.  

http://www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk.
mailto:elizabethpodd@aol.com
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Church Diary for May 2016 
   
Sunday 1st May  
 8:00am Holy Communion 
 10:00am Holy Communion 
 6:30pm Reflective Service  
Monday 2nd  No Morning Prayer this week 
  No ‘Bible & Babies’ group in Bell St Hall 
  No Prayer Meeting in Church 
Tuesday 3rd 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 7:00pm Alpha Course in Church 
Weds 4th 10.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Coffee Pot in Bell St Hall 
Thursday 5th 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
Friday 6th 11:00am 24/7 Prayer Space 
 11:30am Church open until 2:00pm 
 7:45pm Bellringing in church 
Sunday 8th May 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Morning Praise  
 6.30pm Encounter with Holy Communion 
Monday 9th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Bibles & Babies in Bell St. Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer Meeting in Church 
 8:00pm PCC in Bell St. Hall 
Tuesday 10th 8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 7:00pm Alpha Course in Church 
Weds 11th 8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Coffee Pot in Bell St Hall 
Thursday 12th  8.30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10.00am Café Club in church 
 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
Friday 13th  11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 7:45pm Bell Ringing in Church 
Sunday 15th May - Pentecost 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Morning Praise 
 6.30pm Encounter … 
Monday 16th    8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
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 9:30am MAC in Bell St. Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer Meeting in Church 
 8:00pm Mission Committee in Church 
Tuesday 17th   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 7:00pm Alpha Course in Bell St. Hall 
 7:30pm Book Club in Church 
Wednesday 18th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 10.00am Holy Communion 
Thursday 19th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 1:30pm GraveTalk at Meadgate The Orchards 
Friday 20th    11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
Sunday 22nd May  
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Family Service 
 6:30pm Encounter with Holy Communion 
Monday 23rd  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Bibles & Babies in Bell St. Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer Meeting in Church 
Tuesday 24th   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 7:00pm Alpha Course in Church 
Wednesday 25th 8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
Thursday 26th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Café Club in church 
 11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
Friday 27th  11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
Sunday 29th May 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am All Age Service with Baptism 
 4:00pm Coffee Pot/Café Club Songs of Praise 
Monday 30th   No Morning Prayer 
  No Evening Prayer in Church 
Tuesday 31st  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
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Christian Aid Week: the week we love every neighbour 
Picture a young mother of four. Her 
husband has left. She has no land. No 
assets. No savings. And the only work she 
can get is backbreaking manual labour for 
as little as 74p a day. Her home has been 
flooded several times, and last August it 
flooded again. This is Morsheda. She’s our 
neighbour, and she desperately needs our 
help. 
 

From 15-21 May, our church will join with 
more than 20,000 others across the 
country for the sake of people like 

Morsheda. Across the UK and Ireland, we will deliver 7 million envelopes to our local neighbours 
to raise money for our global neighbours in need. It’s an opportunity to reach out to our 
community, and to make sure some of the world’s poorest people have enough to eat and a 
safe place to live.  
 

A Home Safety Package from Christian Aid could raise Morsheda’s home on an earth plinth,  
safe from the flood plain, and give her resources to invest in things like farm animals, seeds and  
a composting kit – giving her the tools she needs to build a better future. A new chance at life  
for Morsheda costs as little as £250. 
 

Can you deliver and collect Christian Aid envelopes to your neighbours to help our church raise 
money this Christian Aid Week?   
  

The story behind the picture:  
 

Morsheda will never forget the day she nearly lost her baby son, Murshid. As floodwaters 
poured into her home, he fell from his bed into the inky water. He could have drowned in 
moments. Luckily, Morsheda woke when she heard him fall and was able to save him. But she 
knows that the floods will come again. Her home has already been hit several times. Each time, 
Morsheda gathers her family and holds them close as they wait for the danger to pass.  
‘I feel very scared of the river. I keep thinking “it is coming”.’ 
 

Morsheda lives on low-lying islands in Bangladesh. She shares a single-room, corrugated-iron 
house with her four children.  She earns as little as 74p a day doing backbreaking manual labour. 
She has no savings. And because floods are a terrifying part of everyday life, she doesn’t even 
have a safe place to call home. 
 

Children in danger: When the river levels rise, Morsheda worries that it might be like the worst 
time the floods hit.  She remembers how desperate she was.  How she hurried to build a 
makeshift raft for her frightened children. How they scrambled to safety as huge waves crashed 
against their house.  How she prayed the raft wouldn’t capsize as it tipped and plunged on the 
swirling waters.  ‘My children were so scared. My sister was holding them very tightly and we 
were panicking because my neighbour’s child was washed away.’ 
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The floods are coming:  Morsheda and her children live a precarious life. They know that the 
floods will come again, and soon. But we can lift our neighbours like Morsheda to safety. 
Just £250 is enough for a Christian Aid Home Safety Package. It could flood-proof Morsheda’s 
home, raising it eight foot on an earth plinth, keeping her family safe at last.  It could also buy a 
goat, seeds and a wormery to help produce compost, so Morsheda could keep livestock and 
grow crops on the small patch of land around her home.  All of this will give her a long-term 
income and a solid foundation for a new life.  ‘If I could raise my house then I would feel much 
safer living here with my children.’  If you are able to help we’d be please to tell you more about 
the Christian Aid Week collection in Great Baddow.  
 
Graham and Anne Heath 
 
 

Baddow Races 2016 
 
This year the Baddow races will be taking place on Sunday 15th 
May and several members of St. Mary’s will be taking part. We 
are also planning a stall for the Great Baddow Team at the 
Recreation ground as an opportunity to meet people, share 
with them the Good News that we have for Great Baddow and 
offer prayer for those who would find it helpful. 15th May is 
Pentecost when we remember the disciples, filled with the 
Holy Spirit, going out to share with others what Jesus has done 
for them, so it seems a very appropriate opportunity. If you 
would be interested in being part of the team taking part in 
this act of outreach please speak to Philip Ritchie, Sue Finch or 

Stuart in the church office. There will be more details in the weeks leading up to the event.  
 

1st Sandon Guides 
 
1st Sandon Guides would love to recruit new members.  Guides are for girls aged 10 to 14 who 
explore, go on camps, holidays and trips and these provide an opportunity to meet new friends.  
Guides get involved in anything from adventure sports to performing arts, travel and taking part 
in community action projects.  If you know anyone who will be interested in joining, then please 
contact the Guide Headquarters on 01376 570464 for further details or go online at 
www.girlguiding.org.uk/guides. 

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/guides.
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Other Forthcoming Events 
 
7th May – Christian Aid Concert at North Avenue URC 
 

A concert is taking place at the United Reformed Church on North Avenue on Saturday 7th May 
Commencing at 7:00pm and concluding by 9:30pm. The concert will include experienced talent 
as well as new performers. The compere will be Joey Knock who is Christian Aid’s Regional Co-
ordinator for Essex. 
 
21st May - Gospel Singing Workshop 
 
The Church of St John the Baptist, Danbury is holding a Gospel Singing Workshop on 21st May 
from 11:00am to 5:00pm.  This is an opportunity to learn to sing Gospel with Cecelia Wickham 
Anderson from the group ‘Black Voices’. There is no need to have prior singing or musical 
experience. The cost of the workshop is £10.  The day will end with a BBQ in the garden for 
singers and guests that wish to stay. Further information can be obtained from Paul Hagger on 
01245 400079 
 
17th June – Anglia Singers supporting Mid-Africa Concern 
 
Anglia Singers, the Choir of the Anglia Ruskin University, will be performing a tribute to her 
Majesty the Queen in celebration of her 90 glorious years.  This performance will take place on 
Friday, 17th June at 8:00pm at St Mary’s Church and will be conducted by Emeritus Professor 
Christopher Green OBE and will include music from Rodgers & Hammerstein, Julian Lloyd 
Webber, Cole Porter and many more. 
Tickets cost £7 (under 16s free) and are available from Anglia Singers ticket line 01245 350988 
or from St Mary’s Church Office: 01245 477501 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Office contact details: 
 

01245 477501  
stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com 

www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk 
 

mailto:stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com
http://www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk

