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November 2016 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters 
  

This time of year I love to see the changing and contrasting colours of leaves on the trees. 
We  
have been especially blessed with warmer days this year, but at the same time the 
inevitable darker nights draw in. 
 
This led me to reflect on the contrast of light and darkness. October’s ending marks 
Halloween and All Saints day in our calendar. It is argued Halloween was adapted by 
Christians from an original Celtic festival. Trick or treating evolved from the medieval 
practise of ‘souling’ when the poor would go round to people’s homes and receive food in 
return for prayers being said for those that had died on All Saints Day. (Shakespeare 
himself makes mention of it in his comedy ‘The Two Gentlemen of Verona’). Today this 
festival has evolved into another annual commercialised event.  
                                                           
On All Saints Day the Church’s focus is on light. It is a day when we celebrate all those 
saints who have gone before us, as bearers of light, those who have witnessed to the good 
news of Jesus. In Johns gospel Jesus says 'I am the light of the world, whoever follows me 
will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life 
(John 8:12). Jesus’ light offers hope to those who find 
themselves in dark places.  
  
It can be difficult to see much light in our world today. 
Good news stories don’t often make the headlines, but 
Jesus challenges us to shine our lights for all to see. In 
Matthew 5v16 Jesus says 'Let your light shine before 
others, so they may see your good deeds and glorify 
your Father in heaven'. The challenge is clear, we need 
to shine as a light in darkness, bringing the good news of 
Jesus and sharing all that the light of life has given to us. 
 
So as the nights draw in, may we be reminded of Jesus’ 
challenge to us, to shine brightly for Him and show His 
love, forgiveness, mercy and peace to those around us. 
 

Revd Matt Houghton 
Curate, St Mary's 
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Church Administrator 
Stuart’s tenure as Church Administrator ended at the end of October.  There will be the 
opportunity to say thank you to Stuart and Angela in our morning worship on 6th November. 
 
Jacqui will take up her role in the office from Monday 24th October. To ensure that Jacqui has 
the space and time she needs to settle into her responsibilities please only contact her at the 
office regarding church matters. Thank you. 
 

St Mary’s Church Events 
 

12 November – Cantate Children’s & Youth Choir 
A concert to raise those funds for the Tinduf Refugee Camp in the Western Sahara will be held 
in St Mary’s on 12th November.  
 
The concert will be hosted by Stavehouse (Ruth Travers).  Children from the age of 4 to 16 will 
be performing and Stavehouse have enlisted the help of the prestigious Cantate children’s and 
youth choir from Bishop Stortford who are one of the top choirs for children in this Country – so 
it will be a wonderful evening.   
 
Tickets are available by phoning Ruth on 01245 284407 or info@stavehouse.co.uk or from the 
Church Office.   Please see the article on page 6 for more information. 

 
Samaritan's Purse - Operation Christmas Child 
Please bring joy to a needy child overseas by filling a box with 
suitable items such as soap and flannel, tooth brush and 
toothpaste, hairbrush or comb, hair-slides: pens, pencils, 
crayons, sharpeners, erasers, notebooks, colouring books; hat, 
gloves, scarf; cuddly toy, skipping rope, ball, toy car, stickers, 
musical instrument, sunglasses, sweets (but no chocolate or 
liquids please).  
 
It will mean so much to a child and their family to know that a 
stranger from another country cares enough to give them a gift, regardless of background or 
religion.  
There are leaflets giving full details and labels for the boxes, plus plenty of purpose-designed 
boxes at the back of the Church (although ordinary shoe boxes covered with wrapping paper are 
very acceptable).   
 
Please bring the filled boxes to St Mary's on 20th November only, or to 14 Millers Croft on or 
before that date and we'll make sure they are taken to the local depot where volunteers will 
check the boxes and arrange their onward journey.   
 
Thanks to your generosity we were able to send 87 boxes last year to children who have very 
little; please give your practical and prayer support to the appeal again this year.   
Many thanks.   
Pat and Brian Southall  tel: 01245 473590 
 
 

mailto:info@stavehouse.co.uk
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Let Your Light Shine 
Are you school aged, Years 1- 13?  
Would you like to come and be part of a new Musical to be staged at St Mary’s Church on 
Friday April 21st and Saturday April 22nd, 2017? 
Were you in “Let there be Light” or part 2, “Light of the World” - and would enjoy doing 
more?  
Maybe you came to see it and would like to get involved in this next part?  
Maybe you’ve never heard of it – but so what?!   
 
You don’t have to be fantastic at singing – just bring your enthusiasm and be part of acting, 
singing and maybe dancing in a fun and dramatic musical about “Death, Glory and Jesus – 
the final story!”  
Below is a list of the dates when we’ll be running rehearsals. Of course, you may not be 
able to make them all, but hopefully you can be there for most.  
Rehearsals will be a mix of Sunday afternoons and Saturday evenings, but initially younger 
children of School years 1 and 2 only need to come on the Sunday dates*. 
 
Rehearsal Dates: 
Sunday  8th Jan  2.30 - 4.30 pm 

Saturday 14th Jan   6.30 – 8.30 pm  (Not years 1 and 2)* 

Sunday  29th Jan   2.30 - 4.30 pm 

Saturday  4th  Feb   6.30 – 8.30 pm  (Not Years 1 and 2)* 

Sunday  19th Feb  2.30 - 4.30 pm 

Saturday 25th Feb  6.30 – 8.30 pm  (Not years 1 and 2)* 

Sunday  5th March 2.30 – 4.30 pm 

Saturday 12th March 6.30 – 8.30 pm  (Not years 1 and 2)* 

Saturday 25th March  TBC   (Possible CD recording date) 

Sunday  26th March 2.30 - 4.30 pm   

Saturday 1st April   6.30 – 8.30 pm   (Not years 1 and 2)* 

Monday  17th April Time TBC  DRESS REHEARSAL 

Thursday 20th April 7.30 – 9.00 pm  DRESS & TECHNICAL REHEARSAL  

Friday  21st April 7.30 pm   PERFORMANCE 

Saturday 22nd April 2.30 pm & 7.30 pm  PERFORMANCE 

 
We really hope you can come and be part of this musical about Jesus! 
Any enquiries to Mark Brown  Tel 01245-473277 
Email: markjotardis@yahoo.co.uk 
 
*But do feel free to speak to me if this causes family complications! 

mailto:markjotardis@yahoo.co.uk
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Church Diary for November 2016 
   Tuesday 1st     8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 2nd   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 10.00am Holy Communion 
Thursday 3rd  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Café Club in Church 
 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
Friday 4th  11:00am 24/7 Prayer Space in Church 
 11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 7:45pm Bell ringing practice 
Saturday 5th  2:30pm Thanksgiving Service in Church 
Sunday 6th November 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Holy Communion 
 6.30pm Evening Service - Pathfinders 
Monday 7th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:00am Bibles & babies in Bell Street Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting in Church 
Tuesday 8th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 9th 8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 10.00am Holy Communion 
Thursday 10th 8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11.30am Church open until 2:00pm 
Friday 11th  11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 7:45pm Bell ringing practice 
Saturday 12th 7:00pm Cantate Choir Music Festival in Church 
Sunday 13th November 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Remembrance Day Service 
 6.30pm Encounter…with Holy Communion 
Monday 14th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am MAC Pack in Bell Street Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting in Church 
 8:00pm PCC Meeting in Bell Street Hall 
Tuesday 15th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
 1:00pm Baddow Hall Infants School Church Visit 

 7:30pm Book Club in Church 
 



Page | 5  
 

Wednesday 16th    8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
 10.00am Holy Communion 
Thursday 17th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Café Club in Church 
 11.30am Church open until 2.00pm 
 2:00pm Baddow Hall Infants School Church Visit 
Friday 18th     11:30am Church open until 2.00pm 
Saturday 19th  9:30am Baptism preparation in Church 
Sunday 20th November 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Holy Communion – Focus on CMS 
 6:30pm Encounter… 
Monday 21st   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Bibles & babies in Bell St Hall 
 7:00pm Prayer Meeting in Church 
Tuesday 22nd  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 23rd   8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 
Thursday 24th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
Friday 25th  11:30am Church Open until 2:00pm 
Sunday 27th November 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
 10.00am Family Gift Service 
 6:30pm Encounter with…Holy Communion  
Monday 28th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 7:00pm Prayer meeting in Church 

Tuesday 29th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 

 9:30am Meditation Group in Prayer Chapel 
Wednesday 30th  8:30am Morning Prayer in Prayer Chapel 
 10:00am Holy Communion  
 10:00am Coffee Pot in Bell Street Hall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page | 6  
 

Stave House Music for Children worldwide  
 

My name is Ruth Travers and I work In Partnership with the London College of Music and 
am the creator of their Early learning music syllabus – ‘Stave House’ and their Early 
learning Music teaching Diploma /Stave House method. I 
travel all over the world as a Music education consultant 
and have visiting teachers from many parts of the world 
who come to study with me for periods of time in the UK. 
I have had the pleasure of attending services at St Mary’s 
over the last couple of years albeit not as often as I would 
wish and have always found it a lovely experience. There 
was no doubt in my mind then when I needed a venue for a 
very special children’s concert that St Marys would be the 
place. 
I have returned from Southern Africa this week where I have been teaching teachers how 
to introduce the Stave House methodology for teaching young children to read and write 
music of which I am the founder into their schools and also piloting the ‘Growing in the 
Garden’ programme for kindergarten and Primary school children there in churches. The 
programme is a Stave House Music programme with spiritual insights on the ‘fruits of the 
Spirit’ for the children to explore through songs, music, discussion and art. 
However – it is North Africa where my charity work is based and two years ago I was 
approached by workers from the Tinduf refugee camp schools in the Western Sahara 
Desert to see if I would be willing to sponsor the use of my teaching method and materials 
in the schools there. 
 Tinduf is place of extremes – extreme hot and extreme cold, and resources are few. 
However, the Saharawian people have -after fleeing Morocco in 1975 due to conflict, 
whilst peacefully waiting for a referendum, have continued to be resourceful. They have 
built schools and a library out of mud – (they occasionally get washed away along with 
their houses in freak rainstorms) and now are looking to expand the children’s musical 
education.   My husband and I set about funding training for the teachers and supplying 
the equipment needed. I spent a while putting together a music/ English speaking 
programme – translating Stave House into Hasanya and at the beginning of this year we 
sent a young Spanish ethnomusicologist to begin the project and have been staging events 
to provide the £1000   a month for this work. The results have been wonderfully successful 
and we are truly changing children’s lives – you can read about the project by checking 
Stavehouse in the Sahara out on google and twitter.  Stave House brings not only music but 
drama, imagination and sensory and creative learning to the children and it suits their 
culture so well as it is taught using the age old mediums that children love – role play, 
stories, games songs and rhymes – and best of all – it requires no technology as the 
materials used are magnetic boards and note characters – so a perfectly nomadic resource 
for a nomadic people.  To be given a classical music foundation as well as English speaking 
skills will give them many opportunities. 
We are now into the second phase of the project and need to raise the rest of the salary 
needed for this year. Oxfam have come on board and are building a permanent Stave 
House classroom but we still need to find the Salary for Violetta our teacher. 
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Our last big finale concerts this year to raise those funds will be held In your lovely Church 
on 12th November. My own local students will take part on instruments – children from the 
age of 4 to 16 will be performing and we have enlisted the help of the prestigious Cantate 
children’s and youth choir from Bishop Stortford who are one of the top choirs for children 
in this Country – so it will be a wonderful evening.  Tickets are available by phoning Ruth on 
01245 284407 or info@stavehouse.co.uk or from the Church Office. 
 
Please attend if you can and bring friends, or you can donate to the project by sponsoring a 
child for £30 a year and details of that can be found on the stave house in the Sahara site 
on line or if you can bake, I am offering a half priced ticket for anybody that could bring a 
plate of cakes for the interval! 
 
I do hope to see you there and again many thanks to those of you who have made my visits 
so enjoyable through your warm welcome, your music, your enthusiasm and genuine 
spirituality. 
 

Ruth Travers  
Fellow of the London College of Music 
Founder and director of Stave House Music for children worldwide. 
 

Church Missionary Society 
 
As a church we support the work of Church 
Mission Society (CMS) and we have link 
Mission Partners who serve in Asia. We don’t 
name our mission partners in any publications 
that may appear on-line because of the very 
sensitive nature of the work they are involved 
in. Our Mission Focus spot on 20 November 
will include more news from them. Please 
pray for them as they seek to serve God and 
protect those who are vulnerable to trafficking. They write :  
 

We by partnership with your Church are involved in addressing human trafficking through the 
local Church in India. Where we work, it is a source area. So our work is focused on prevention. 
We being a registered charity now, visit Churches, schools and projects talking with youth, 
parents and children and leaders about human trafficking, how to prevent it and how to report 
it and so on. We also meet with families whose children have been trafficked and who need 
assistance filing diaries with police or other rescue NGOs. 
 

The school where our Mission Partner teaches has adopted a child protection policy! They have 
also met with the organisation that they will refer any cases of abuse to. Next is training the 
teachers on policy and child protection issues and training with the students on their rights and 
keeping safe. This is the first school here that we know of to have such a policy. One of our team 
is currently translating it into the local language. My prayer is that it is not just used in this 
school but that it can be used in many schools – only God can open this opportunity so please 
pray. Child protection policies are an important part of the bigger picture of addressing human 
trafficking, helping people to plan to protect young people and to address the other issues 
connected to trafficking.  

mailto:info@stavehouse.co.uk
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Family Gift Service 
10.00am Sunday 27 November  
 

This year we will again be collecting gifts for the elderly and night shelter guests in the 
parish of Ascension Church, Victoria Docks, London.  
 

The following items of hamper fillers for their elders would be gratefully received as the 
gifts we give are the ‘extra treats’ which make the hampers more special.   
Gift vouchers allow our guests to choose something for themselves - (no alcohol please): 

 Toiletries    
 Individual Christmas puddings  
 Scarves and gloves 
 Boots gift vouchers (to the value of £5.00) 
 Tins of biscuits & Chocolates 
 Slippers                                                                              

 

Toiletries for the night shelter to include: 
 Flannels 
 Hand towels 
 Individual portions of chocolates / biscuits (suitable for one person)                                     

Thank You 
 

Other forthcoming Events 
 

18 November: Simeon’s Watch 
The Riding Lights Theatre Company will present Simeon’s watch. This is an engaging new 
play about family, a wonderful story about growing old, discovering hope and being 
surprised. This will be held at the Life Church, Hall Street, Chelmsford on Friday, 18 
November @ 7:30pm (doors open from 7:00pm).  Tickets are £12 each (£10 concessions). 
Box Office: 01904 613000 or www.ridinglights.org/simeon 
 
19 November: CHESS Charity Concert 
CHESS are holding a concert at 7:00pm on Saturday, 19 November at Christ Church URC, 
New London Road, Chelmsford, CM2 0AW.  Performing will be Men 2 Sing and New City 
Voices.  Tickets are £12 including light refreshments.  Flyers are available in the Welcome 
Corner and ticket booking visit www.chelmsfordchess.org/concert 
   
 
 
 

The Church Office 
Hours of opening: 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday: 9:30am to 12:30pm, 1:45pm to 3:00pm 
Wednesday & Friday  9:30am to 12:30pm 
Tuesday evenings   7:00pm to 8:00pm (wedding applications only)  
01245 477501  
Email: stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com   
Web-site: www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk  

http://www.ridinglights.org/simeon
http://www.chelmsfordchess.org/concert
mailto:stmaryschurchoffice@gmail.com
http://www.stmarysgreatbaddow.org.uk

